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SECTION I. 


OF the PEN TATE UC 2 


IN conſidering by what means divine 
revelations may be beſt preſerved in 
the world, it appears to be moſt 
reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that they ſhould 
be committed to writing; to be thus 
kept up for the benefit of mankind, 
and delivered down to poſterity : that 
a more than, ordinary providence 
ſhould be concerned alfo in their _ 
VOL. II. 8 


„„ 
ſervation. For as to any ſuperior 
advantages of . oral tradition,” — til 
men ſhall think it ſafeſt to make wills, 
bequeath and purchaſe eftates, by 
verbal agreement, rather than by in- 
ſtruments in writing, it is in vain to 
deny that zbis is the beſt and ſecureſt 
method of conveyance that can be 
taken: /o the common ſenſe of man- 
kind declares; and /o the experience 
of the world finds it to be in thoſe 
things, about which men are the moſt. 
ſolicitous ;—much more fo, it is to 
be feared, than concerning thoſe mat- 
ters, which are of the moſt lating 
and permancat concern to chem. = 


As the- books attributed to Moſes 
are confeſſed | by all to be of the 
greateſt antiquity; ſo we have it 
confirmed to us, by the authority of 
Heathen writers themſelves, that the 
books which go under his name, are 


1 
indeed of his writing; beſides the 
unanimous teſtimony of the whole 
Jewiſb nation, ever ſince the time of 
. Mojes, from the firſt writing of them: 
which is infinitely better proof of 
their being authentic, and aſſigned to 
their true author, than can be pretended 
for any books but the holy Scrip- 


"Jl the book of - Geneſis we have a 
' ſhoit account of the moſt memorable 
and remarkable occurrences which 

had happened to the times of Moſes : 

as the creation of the world, the 
ſanctifying of the ſeventh day, the fall 
of man, the promiſe of the Msstakh, 
and the cuſtom of offering up ſacrifices, 
as types and figures of his death; we 
are informed, who firſt committed 
murder; who firſt introduced poly- 
gamy; we read of the invention of 
divers arts, of the univerſal flood, the 
confuſion of tongues, the original of 
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the ſeveral nations of the werld, with 
the chronology of the whole. —All 
this is comprehended in a ſmall com- 
paſs ;—but a larger and more parti- 
cular account is given of Abraham 
and his family. For here the ſcene 
begins to open to the main deſign of 
the work; the book of Gengſis being 
as-an introduction to the reſt of the 
| Pentateuch, and containing ſuch things 
as were requiſite to be premiſed. 


f oP if we conſider thoſs things 
particularly, wherein Moſes himſelf is 
concerned as an agent, as well as an 

hiſtorian, there can be no pretence for 

any man to doubt, but that at leaſt 
the principal points of the hiſtory of 
Moſes are true; that is, that Moſes 
was the governor or general of the 
people of Jrael, who conducted them 

out of Egypt; that they travelled for 
many years in the wilderneſs; that they 


( 8 7 
fought divers battles with the ſeveral 
nations who oppoſed their journeying 
into the land of Canaan; and, that 
Moes gave them the laws which we 
find there recorded. Theſe are the 
Chief points of the hiſtory of Moſes, 
which are, as it were, the foundation 
of all the reſt; the reſt being but as 
circumſtances to ſnew the manner 
and power, by which all this was 
done. And that theſe main points 
are true, was never denied by thoſe 
 Heatbens themſelves, who moſt re- 
proached- and vilified the Jewiſh 
nation: they acknowledged that Mojes 
was the great general and law-giver of 
the raelites; they owned that the 
Maelites came out of Egypt; they 
could deny nothing of the hiſtorx 
itſelf, but only gave wrong accounts, 
partly out of ignorance, and partly 
dut of malice and deſign, of the 
manner and means by which this was 
B 2 1 


| Tow } 
upon which it came o pak, 


on the whole from ehm the moſt 
1 the Zews, as well 
as from what the latter Heathens, 
Strubo, Tacitus, Fuſtin, and others, 
aſter the Jews became ſo odious and 
dontemptible in the eyes of all nations, 
Rave written; it is evident, that the 
great and fundamental points, as to 
the matters of fa#, are conſeſſed; and 
the only diſpute is, concerning the = 
manner in which they were brought 
about, and the means whereby * 


SECTION "Ir 


07 the PREDICTIONS in te Books oy 
OSE S. 


| I g of WAS. foretold by God kintelf, - 
upon the fall of our, firſt parents, that 
© the ſeed of the Noman ſhould bruiſe 
er the ſerpent's head. This text the 
Jews themſelves in their Targums (or 
.expoſitions of the old, Teſtament), 
are obſerved. to apply to the Maſiab, 
which Was fulfilled in our Saviour 
Cuxisr, who was born of a woman, 
that was a Virgin, and had no "Man 
to his father. . And therefore. this 
2 expreſſed thus preciſely 
concerning the ſeed of the Moman, 
could be fulfilled in no other pei fon 3 
and no other perſon ever gained ſuch 
victories over the enemy of mankind, 


® Gen, UL. 15. 


„„ 

who had ſo long tyranniſed over 
the ſons. of men.— God revealed the 
preciſe time of the flood to Noah; 
who thereupon built an ark, and 
' foretold the deſtruction of the world 
to that wicked generation, and was a 
« preacher of righteouſneſs and re- 
pentance to them. —Afrter the flood, 
Mah, by a prophetic ſpirit, foretold 
the fate and condition of the poſterity 
of his three ſons :—that Canaan 
ſhould be ſervant to Shem ; which was 
| accompliſhed, when the Children of 
"If ael, the poſterity of Shem, ſubdued 
the Canaanites, and poſſeſſed their 
land, about eight hundred years after 
this prophecy : that Fapher ſhould 
dwell in the tents of Sbem; which 
was fulfilled in the Greeks and Romans, 
deſcended from Japbet, when they 
conquered Aja : that Canaan ſhould 
likewiſe be the ſervant of Japbet, as 
well as of Sem. Upon which it is to 


„ 
be obſerved, that the poſterity of 
Cham never ſubdued the children 
either of Japbet, or of Shem; though 
| Shem hath ſubdued Fapher, and Japbet 
| hath conquered Shem : which made 
Hannibal, deſcended from Canaan, 
the ſon of Cham, or Ham, cry out, 
with amazement of ſoul, © agnoſco 
© fatum Carthaginis.” 


God promiſeth Abraham a ſon, in 
his old age, by Sarah his wife, who 
was likewiſe of a great age; and 
declares that his poſterity, by this fon, 
ſhould be exceeding numerous; that 
they ſhould inherit the land of Canaar, 
after they had been affſicted in a ſtrange ' 
land, for a long term of years, and 
that then they ſhould come out of 
that land © with great ſubſtance,” but 
that God would judge the nation that 
had oppreſſed them; or, that he would 
procure their deliverance, by ſignal 
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judgi ents upon their oppreſſors; and 
that in the fourth generation they 
c land of promiſe, (the bounds 
vhereof are deſcribed), which agrees 
exactly wich the deliverance of the 
. Children of Hrael out of Egypt. This 
«promiſe made to Arabam and his 
« ſeed,” was renewed ſeveral times, 
and repeated again to him, and to 
Jaac and Jacob and was all along 
depended upon by the Hraeliles.— God 
foretold of Abraham, that * all the 
c nations of the earth ſhould be bleſſed | 
e jn him.” Which was fulfilled, in 
God's making his poſterity to be his 
meſſengers to communicate his will 
to the reſt of mankind; and more 
eſpecially, in that bleſſing which all 
nations received in the birth of CARISr. 
— This is a remarkable prophecy, 
concerning the greateſt of all being, 
and is often * | 


(yr 3} 


Ab ;—7Joſeph's own dream, and 
his interpretation of the dream of 
Pbaraob, when none of the magicians 
or wiſe- men of Egypt were able to 
interpret it, had remarkable and pub- 
lic circumſtances, that could neither 
be miſtaken nor forgotten in the ac- 
compliſnment.— Jacoò prefers Ephraim 
the younger ſon of Foſeph, before his 
_ elder brother Manaſſeb, and foretels, 
that though AManaſſeb ſhould become 
great, yet Ephraim ſhould © be greater 
ce than he, and his ſeed ſhould be a 
ce multitude of nations.” Accord- 
ingly we find, that after the diviſion of 


the ten tribes under Jeroboam an Epbhra- 


thite, thoſe tribes were denominated- 
from Ephraim, as the two remaining 
_ tribes had their denomination from 
Judah - and the royal ſeat of the 
kings of rae] was at Samaria, in 
the tribe of enen - after» 


* Gen. xlviii. 19. i 
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wards deſcribes the borders of their 
ſeveral poſſeſſions in the land of Ca- 


naan, though it were ſo many years 


after divided among the tribes by lot. 


He foretold the different ſtate and 


condition of the reſt of his ſons; and 
particularly propheſied, that Judab 
te ſnould become very honourable 
te among his brethren, and victorious 


cc Over his enemies, and that © the 


& ſceptre ſhould not depart from 
« Judab, until Shilo came, that is, 
until the Maſſiab came, as the Few: 
Targums or commentaries explain it. 
And upon the fulfilling of this and 
other prophecies in the Pentateach, 


not only the Jews, but the Samaritans, 


who received no other prophecies as 
they did theſe, expected the Meffab 
at the time in which our Saviour 
appeared in the world ; and believed 
on him, becauſe they ſaw the pro- 


Phecies — in * 


1 
The remembrance of Balaam's 
prophecy was preſerved in the Eaſt; 
and the wiſe-men, upon the appear- 
ance of the ſtar, knowing it to be 
fulfilled, came to Jeruſalem to enquire 
where they might find the © king of 
cc the Jews,” then newly born. He 
propheſied of Agag, by name; ſaying 
of Jrael,.—“ his king ſhall be higher 
& than Agag, and his kingdom ſhall = 
ce be exalted; thereby foretelling 
the government of [rae by kings, and 
the deſtruction of Agag, king of the 
Amalekites, by Saul the firſt king in 
| Tfrael. —The ſame Balaam foretold 
the fate of the Moabites, the Kenites, 
and the Amalekites : that © ſhips from 
ce the coaſts of Chittim (the coaſts of 
ce Greece), mould come and afflict 
c Aßur; — that the weſtern nations, 
the Greeks and Romans ſhould van- 
quiſh the Mrians, deſtroy the He- 
brews, and periſh themſelves. Theſe 
. 0 
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and many more prophecies we have 


recorded in the books of Meſes, and 


aſcribed to others ;—this laſt too, 


containing ſo many remarkable things, 


is from the mouth of an enemy. 


W 
"SECTTON n. 


PROPHECIES * MOSES. 


Moss himſelk foretold, that che 
Children of Iſrael ſhould, after forty | 


- 
— 


years, come into “ the land of pro- 


= mile; * that they ſhould prove victo- 


rious over the Canaanites; and, that 


ruſalem, thrice every year: © thrice in 


te the year ſhall all your men- children 


their country ſhould, by the divine care 
and protection, be preſerved in ſafety, 
whilſt they went up to worſhip at 7e- 


— 


L 23 1 
« appear before the Lord God, the - 
* God of J/ael: for I will caſt out the 


ce nations before thee, and enlarge thy 
« borders; neither ſhall any man 


e deſire thy land, when thou ſhalt go 


<« up to appear before the Lord thy 
« God, thrice in the year.“ Here 
is the promiſe of a conſtant miracle 
to be fulfilled to the Maelites thrice 
every year, as long as their government 
ſtood : all their males were to go up 
to Jeruſalem, at three ſet and known 
times, every year; and yet their 
enemies round about them, whom 2 
they had ſo many ways provoked, 
were, by the almighty power of God, 
_ reſtrained from taking any advantage 
of this opportunity, which was fre- 
quently and notoriouſly given them, 
of invading their country. In fact, 
the very nature and conſtitution of 
the Jewiſh worſhip, made it impoſſible: 


* Exod xxxiv. 23. 
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for their government to ſubſiſt in the 
obſervation of their religion, without 
a miracle wrought three times a year, 
for their preſervation. And the ful- 
filling of this promiſe, which God 
had made to them by Moſes, and the 
preſerving of them in the performance 
of that worſhip, which he had ap- 
pointed them, was a continual con- 
firmation of his law, and a repeated 
aſſurance that it was from Gop. 

By the law of Moſes likewiſe, every 
| ſeventh year they were permitted 
neither to ſow their land, nor to prune 
their vineyards, nor to gather any corn 
or fruits that grew of their own ac- 
cord: which was a law that muſt have 
brought them under great extremities, 
and the obſervation of it would have 
been impracticable, if the extraordi- 
nary and miraculous bleſſing of God 
had not ſupplied this conſtant want of 


TS Y 

the ſeventh year's produce, with as 
conſtant an overplus in the preceding 
year. For as God, by Moſes, fore- 
told, that on the ſixth day there 
| ſhould fall manna enough to ſupply 
them on the Sabbath-day, ſo they had 
a promiſe of three years fruits preciſely 
every ſixth year, to ſupply that want 
to which the ſabbatical year muſt 
| otherwiſe have reduced them. I will 
e command my blefling upon you, 
ſays God, © in the ſixth year, and it 
« ſhall bag forth fruit for three 
« years. 


Again; — Maſes by God's expreſs 
command, denounced this judgment 
upon the murmuring Jfazlites, that 
all of them (excepting Caleb and 
Foſhua) ſhould die in the wilderneſs, 
in the way from Egypt to the land of 
Canaan; that their children ſhould 
wander in the wilderneſs forty years, 
8 


85 ( 26 J 
and that at the end of that term of 
years, they ſhould be put in poſſeſſion 
of the promiſed land. Nothing can 
be more expreſs and particular than 
this prediction ; and nothing was ever 
more punctually and exactly accom- 
pliſhed.— In bleſſing the twelve tribes 
of Jruel, he foretold the peculiar ſtate 
and condition of every diſtinct tribe; 
and as Jacob had done before, he alſo 
foretold the preeminence of Ephraim 
above Manaſſeb.— He informed them 
all in general, that they ſhould have 
miraculous ſucceſs againſt the Canaan- 
ztes ; that they ſhould poſſeſs them- 
ſelves of their land; that they ſhould | 
_ ft kings over them; that they ſhould 
have a peculiar place of worſhip, whi- 
ther they ſhould all reſort ; and that 
they ſhould have the divine oracles, 
and a ſucceſſion of prophets, for their 
direction in all matters of great im- 
* portance and difficulty, And Joſbue 


C a 1 
appeals to the experience of the 
children of rael, whether all had 
not been fulfilled, which had been 
promiſed, as far as his time, — Solomon 
alſo, at the dedication of the temple, 
declared in the audience of all the 


people, that © there had not failed 


« one word of all God's good pro- 
«© miſe, which he had promiſed by 
© the hand of Moſes his ſervant.” *. 


A further remarkable prophecy of 


Moſes muſt not be omitted, —that 


beſides a conſtant ſucceſſion of Pro- 


phets for many ages, there ſhould 


ariſe a Paoy⁰HET of extraordinary 


power and authority ; —and that who- 
ever would not bear hat Prophet, 
ſhould be deſtroyed. This Prophet 
was the great ex pectation of the Zeros, 
at the time of our Saviour's coming, 
and the Apoſtles prove our Saviour 


* 1. Kings viii. 50,—t Deut. xviii. 18. 


? 
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to be him.“ Laſtly, Moſes foretold 
the diſobedience and revolt of the 
Children of Iſrael, the judgments that 
ſhould befal them for their iniquities, 
and their deliverance upon their re- 
pentance. He foretold ſo many years 
before they had any king, that they 
and © their king whom they would 
te ſet over them,” ſhould be carried 
into .captivity ; and that at the ſame 
time, when they were taken captive 
by the Arias, the remainder ſhould 
be carried into Egyp/, which accord- 
ingly came to paſs. Their cities 
were to be laid waſte, and their fanc- 
tuaries brought to deſolation. The 
ſiege of Samaria by the AHHrians, 
and of Jeruſalem both by them and by 
the Romans, is particularly deſcribed ; 
to the very circumſtance of their 

cc eating the fleſh of their ſons, and 
© of their daughters.” #—which was 


„Ads bi. 22 Jer. xlit, 
2 Deut. xxviii. 53. 


L 29 J 
before threatened,* and is again re- 
peated, that it might be the more 
taken notice of; and is a thing that 
has ſcarcely ever happened in any 
other ſiege but thoſe of Samaria, 


and Jeruſalem. This monſtrous and 
dreadful thing was twice known in 
Feruſalem ; firſt, when it was beſieged 
by Nebuchaduezzar ; and again, when 
it was deſtroyed by the Romans under 
Titus, —Such a circumſtance could 
not be foretold ſo long before, but by 
a divine preſcience; and that ſo ſtrange 
and unnatural a thing ſhould befal the 
Children of Iſrael three ſeveral times, 
according to the expreſs words of a 
prophecy, could have nothing of 
chance in it. | 


* Lev. xxvi. 29. i 


SECTION iv. 
Of the DIVINE durnorITY of Mos ks. 


Thar Moſes was a perſon divinely 
authorized to appear in that character 


7 ek i did appear, has been 
clearly proved from various circum- 


ſtances relating to the nature of his 


miſſion, and from many illuſtrations. 


of his public character in the writings 


of our ableſt writers, divines and $i 


others.“ That the miracles which he 


m 
* 
je 


performed were real miracles cannot 


- poſſibly be doubted, both from the 
nature of the facts themſelves, and 
from the indiſputable notoriety which 
accompanied their appearance, 


See particularly Bp. Narburton's *© divine 


% Legation of Moſes ;” and Mr. Bryant's late 


diſſertation on © the Plagues of Eg ypr.” 


fm 

It is computed, upon ſufficient 
principles, that the raelites whom 
he had to conduct from Egypt, 
through the wilderneſs to © the land of 
« promiſe,” were not leſs than, of 
men, women, children, and ſervants, 
—at leaſt three millions, 


All this people, the parents, and 
the children, who as: they died, grew 
up in their ſtead, were conducted, for 
forty years together, by a. conſtant 
_ courſe of miracles wrought continually 
in their ſight. God: “ took him a 
cc nation from the midſt of another na- 
<« tion, by temptations, by ſigns, and 
« by wonders, and by war, and by a 
© mighty hand, and by a ſtretched our 
ce arm, and by great terrors.“ * They 
could not poſſibly be ignorant, whe- 
ther there were miracles wrought to 
procure their deliverance out of Egypt: 


Deut. iv. 34. 


| 
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theſe were public and notorious both 
to the Mraelites and the Egyptians; 
the magicians were not able to do 


the like with their enchantments, but 


were forced to confeſs, © this is the 
ce finger of Gop.”* And they were 
of that nature, and of ſuch mighty 
conſequence, that they could not fail 
of being particularly taken notice of, 
when two nations were ſo much con- 
cerned in the effects and events of 
them. —The children of Jae! had 
been witneſſes of ten plagues inflicted: 


ſucceſſively upon the Eg yprians, in the 


moſt remarkable manner that can be 


conceived, to procure their deliverance; 


and when Pharaoh purſued them, as 


they were going away, it was impoſ- 
ſible for them to eſcape from him 


but by miracle. And accordingly it 


pleaſed God to perform one upon this 
occaſion; for the Red- Sea was divided 


- 


* Exod. viii. 9. 


C42: 1) 
at the lifting up of a rod by Moſes, 
and the Children of Iſrael went in 
« the midſt of it upon dry-ground, 
ce and the waters were a wall unto 
te them on rhe right hand, and on 
cc the left.” Could they be ignorant 
then whether they walked in the water, 
or upon dry land ? whether they were 
the men that had eſcaped, or whether 
they had been all drowned ?—The 
words are expreſs, that the waters 
were on both ſides of them, in their 
paſſage, and that they were ſeparated 
to make way for them ; which could 
not fall out by any ebbing of the ſea ; 
for then they would have had water 
but on one ſide of them; whereas 
now the waters ſtood equally on both 
hands: © the floods ſtood upright, as 
te an heap, and the depths were con- 
ee gealed in the heart of the ſea,” * 


O Exod, xv. 2. 
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At the giving of the law, the whole 
people of rael had warning given 

them three days before, that they 
might ſanctify and prepare themſelves 
to make their appearance before the 
Lord: © all the people ſaw the 
cc thunderings, and the lightnings, and 
ce the noiſe of the trumpet, and be- 
&« held the mountain ſmoaking: and 
the Lord ſpake, in the audience of 
the whole aſſembly, the words of 
the ten Commandments; and they 
were ſtruck with ſuch a terror, that 
they removed and ſtood afar off, and 
defired Moſes that he would acquaint ; 
them with what God ſhould be pleaſed 
to give him in command concerning 
them, that they might no longer hear 
Gop ſpeaking to them, —leſt they 
ſhould die. ; 


From the time of their eſcape out 
of Egypt, the pillar of the cloud by 


{ * 


* and the pillar - fire by night, 
the manna-with which they were fed, 
with all the particular circumſtances 

of its falling, to the very day after 
they © had eaten of the corn of the 
ec land of Cauaan, and their garments 
laſting for ſo long a time, without 
tual. miracles for forty years together; 


and it is the moſt impoſſible thing in 


the world to ſuppoſe, that a people con- 
ſiſting of ſo many hundred thouſands, 
end r Q leng a time be imnoſs 


aD i orogy b= = N 

upon in things of this nature. Their 

eyes, and taſte, and all their ſenſes 

were witneſſes, that they were con⸗ 

ducted, and fed, and cloathed, by 
. MrzacLs, for forty years together. 


Indeed, it was impoſſible to lead ſo 
great a multitude, through a vaſt and 
barren wilderneſs, by ſo long and 
tedious. journies, without the help of 
Miracles. 


6 

We ſee how froward and rebellious 
they were upon all occaſions, not- 
withſtanding the wonderful power and 
preſence of God continually diſplayed 
' amongſt them; they would have been 
content with the Egyptian flavery, and 
the Egyptian Gods too, rather than 
endure the hardſhips of the wilderneſs. 
Moſes complains, that they were 
« almoſt ready to ſtone him,” and 
out of deſpondency, prayed, that God 
would © kill him out of hand, WM 
rather than lay fo great a burthen 
upon him. And whoever can believe 
that Moſes, by his own ſkill and man- 
agement, could lead ſuch a multitude 
through ſuch a vilderneſs, ſo many 

years journey, can, it ſeems, believe 
any thing rather than the ſcriptures : 
for this is one of the moſt incredible 
things that can be conceived. —But 
it is not in the leaſt incredible, that 
he might do it by the divine power 
and aſſiſtance. 


1 LH 

The Children of Jrael tempted 
God ten times, by their murmurings, 
and their diſtruſt of his power and 
care over them, “ for which, many of 
them were puniſhed with death; till at 
laſt, the whole number of men that 
were twenty years old and upwards, 
had this judgment denounced againſt 
them, that, for their murmurings, 
but two of them, Caleb the ſon 
of Jepbunneb, and Foſbua the ſon of 
Nun, ſhould be ſuffered to enter into 
the promiſed Land, and the reſt ſhould 
all die in the wilderneſs ; but that after 


forty years wandering in the wilderneſs, 
their children ſhould be brought in to 


poſſeſs it: © I the Lord have ſaid, I 
« will ſurely do it unto all this evil 
« congregation, that are gathered 
« together againſt me: in this wilder- 
« neſs they ſhall be conſumed, and 
ce there ſhall they die.” 


* Num. xiv. 22. 
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„„ 
No, to pronounce peremptorily 
that but zwo by name, of ſo many 
thouſands, ſhould go in to inherit the 
ce land of promiſe,” and that all the 
zeſt ſhould die in that very wilderneſs 
which they ſo much complained of, 
and that no leſs than forty years were 
to be ſpent in that wandering condi- 
tion, which they were ſo weary of 
already, this is ſuch a method of 
ſubduing fo general a diſcontent and 
mutiny, as was never heard of before 
or ſince; and could proceed from 
nothing leſs than a wiſdom and au- 
thority from on high, ſufficient to 
control and check the inveterate per- 
verſeneſs, and combined obſtinacy of 
men. TO; 


When we read ſoon after, that a 
rebellion was excited againſt Moſes, by 
Corah, Dathan, and Abiram, princi= 

. Pal and leading men among them, 


L W3. 
Moſes vindicated himſelf, and proved 
his divine miſſion and authority in 
ſuch a manner that it was impoſſible 
but that the whole people of ae! 
muſt be convinced of it. They were 
very ſuſpicious and jealous of him, 
though they had had ſo much experi- 
ence of his favour with God, and of 
all his mighty works done in the midſt 
of them. But when this dreadful 
vengeance fell upon his enemies, 
before the whole congregation, who 
were met together on purpoſe to ſee 
whether God would declare himſelf 
for him ; when the earth divided itſelf 
to ſwallow ſome of theſe men, and a 
fire from heaven devoured others, 
—there was not one of all the con- 
gregation but muſt be an eye-witueſs 
to this judgment; and there could be 
no deceit nor miſtake in a thing of 
this nature. For men may as well 
doubt, whether thoſe whom they ee 
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live, are alive, as, whether thoſe 


whom they ſee taken away by ſo ter- 


rible and ſo viſible a death, are dead; 


and unleſs they can know 7bis, there 


can be no knowledge nor proof of 
any thing. Yet their diſcontents 
againſt Moſes ſtill continued ; for he 
and Aaron were charged with © killing 
ce the people of the Lord,” and © the 
ee congregation was gathered againſt 
ce Moſes and againſt Aaron: and 
ee behold, the cloud covered the 
ce tabernacle of the congregation, and 
ce the glory of the Lord appeared.“ 
And God's wrath was ſo hot againſt 


the people, for their ſtubbornneſs and 
diſobedience, that notwithſtanding the 


interceſſion of Moſes and Aaron in 
their behalf, a plague from the Lord 
raged ſo much amongſt them, that 
« they that died in the plague were 
te fourteen thoufand and ſeven hun- 
t dred, beſides them that died about 


the matter of Korah.” 


(41 ] 
By this time the people were weary 
of their contumacy, and cried out 
<© behold we die, we periſh, we all 
cc periſh : ſhall we be conſumed with 
ce dying?” —and thus an end was put. 
to a ſedition, which was the greateſt 
and the moſt dangerous, as Foſephus 
well obſerves, that was ever known 
among any people ; and ſuch, as that 
ſo dreadful a ſucceſſion of miracles was 
neceſſary to deliver Moſes out of it. 


Again, when they wanted e 
the people quarrelled with Moſes, and 
| ſaid, © would God, that We had died 
« when our brethren died before the 
Lord! ”— Mo ges then brought water 
out of the rock, before the whole 
congregation, in ſuch abundance, that 
the whole people, and their cattle, 
juſt ready to expire with thirſt, were - 
fatisfied with it. —At another time, 
after 2 2 c ignal victory over r the Canaan- 


„„ 
ites, they made the ſame complaints 
again; — and for their murmurings 
were ſtung by fiery ſerpents, and 
many died; — till a brazen ſerpent (the 
fulldeſign of which appointment could 
only have been /ince developed), being 
erected, as many as looked on it, with 
ſincerity 509 rags were anne 
Hoa 


If then, the 3 the law in 
ſo conſpicuous and wonderful a man- 
ner; if judgments ſo remarkable upon 
thoſe that queſtioned and oppoſed the 
authority of Moafes, and that tranſ · 
greſſed his law by committing idol- 
atry ; if a continual courſe of miracles 
for forty years, performed before the 
eyes, and obvious to every ſenſe of ſo 
many thouſand people, be not ſuffi- 
cient to demonſtrate to us that Moſes 
acted by Gop's immediate authority 
and commiſſion, it 's a to 


„% 


evidence mere latisſactory and more 
convincing. 


SECTION V. 


Of the Poſſibility of FALSEHOOD in the 
Hs rok given by MOSES. 


H AVING ſhewn, that the matters 
of fact and miracles contained in the 
books of Moſes, as they are related to 
have been done, were at firſt ſuffici- 
ently atteſted ; and that, if we may cre- 
dit that relation, all the miracles there 
mentioned were certainly wrought by 
him; ſince they are of that nature, 
that the people of 7/7ael could not be 
deceived in them; - were it neceſſary 
to ſhew, that the relations there ſet 
down, are a true report of thoſe things, 
and ſuch as we may with certainty 
rely upon it might be ſtated, that 
if theſe matters of fact, or miracles, 


1 
are feigned or falſified, this feigning 
or falſification muſt have been done 
either in the time of Me ofes himſelf, or 
afterwards. 


If in his time,—then they were 
forged either by Maſes and Aaron, 
with others who were concerned. in 
carrying on the defign ;—or by the 
whole people of 7/ael together. —If it 
were done after the death of Me/es, 
then again, it muſt be done either by 
{ome particular man, or by the con- 
trivance of ſome few or more together; 
or it muſt have been by the joint 
knowledge and conſent of the whole 
nation.— And yet it is too abſurd to 
imagine that Moſes and Aaron, with 
any party of confederates, could in- 
vent ſuch an account as that of their 
miraculous eſcape out of Egypt, and 
their travelling in the wilderneſs under 
the conduct of a divine power, and 


i 
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then impoſe it upon the people of 
Tirael for truth. Nor yet is ĩt more 
credible that the 97 ſhould be 
and fallified by any * man 0 or 
confederacy of men after his death. — 
And leaſt of all is it eredible, that 
the miracles ſhould. be keigned, and 
the books invented or falſified, by 
the joint conſent of the whole nation, 
either in the time of Moſes, or ſubſe- 
quent to his death. For 

But if we conſider the Groine 
miſſion and authority of Mo es to be 
fully proved; it will from thence. 
follow ;— Firſt, that God having inſti- 
tuted the Jewiſh government, Was 
in point both of wiſdom and honour 


concerned in the adminiſtration of i it; 


and that a inore eſpecial and peculiar 
care and providence mult be watchful 


over this © "yo nation, „ WE vl  pecu- 
SLE SHEDIF | 11 


* . * 
_ + nee 
Iii nnn 
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( 46 ] 
* liar people:”—Secondly, that what- 
ever befel them, either by prophecies 
or by miracles, and the extraordinary 
appointments of God, according to 
the revelations made in the lar of 
Moſes, has, beſides its own proper 
and intrinfic evidence, the additional 
proof of _ the miracles and prophecies 
of Moſes: So that the proof of the 
divine authority of the books of Moſes, 
is at the ſame time a proof of all the 
other books of ſcripture, ſo far as 
they are in the matter and ſubject of 
them conſequent to theſe. —Thirdly, 
that the Pentateuch, and the other 
parts of the old 7 eftament (not to 
mention the new Teſtament in this 
place) reciprocally prove each other, 
like the cauſe and the effect; the 
Pentateuch being the cauſe and founda- 
tion of theſe ; and theſe the effect and 
conſequence of the Pentateuch, and 
the fulfilling of the ſeveral predictions 


contained 1 in it. 


SECTION vi. 


—— 


Of JOSHUA and the JUDGES. 


Ir! is generally agreed, that YJoſoua 


himſelf was the author-of the book 
under his name; and thoſe who are 
of another -opinion, yet acknowledge 


that it muſt be written by his 


particular order, in his liſe-· time, or 
ſoon after his death. It is probable 


that the five laſt verſes, giving an 


account of the death of Joſhua, and 


of what followed after it, were added 


by ſome of the Prophets; moſt likely 
by Samuel: who, according to the 
Jewiſh tradition, is the author of the 
Boot of Judges, where we find the 


ſame things repeated ee the 


death * Joſbua. 


- Judg. ii. 7. 
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After the death of Maſas, Foſhua 
undertakes the government and con- 
duci of the people of rael, according 
to God's appointment, and his inveſ- 
titure to it by Maſes: who alſo fore- 
told the great ſucceſs that afterwards 
attended him. At his firſt entrance 
upon the government, God gave to 
him the ſame divine atteſtation, that 
had before been given to Maſes, in 
their paſſage through the Red- Sea: 
this day will Þ begin to magnify thee 
in the ſight: of all Hrael, that they 
et may know that as I was with Mofes, 
4 ſo I Will be wich thee.” » And for 
à certain demonſtration that <* rhe 
de living God was among them,“ 
and would give them victory over 
the ſeven nations, and poſſeſſion of 
their land, the prieſts, by God's ap- 
pointment, bore the ark before the 
people: and as ſoon as their feet © were 


[ 49 ] 
ce dipped in the brim of the water,” 
in the time of harveſt, when the 
river Jordan is at the higheſt, and 
overflows its banks, the waters divided 
themſelves : —thoſe above ſtood on 
one ſide in heaps, and thoſe below 
were cut off and failed; the- prieſts 
ſtanding with the ark in the midſt of 
the channel, upon dry ground, till 
all the people had paſſed-:over,—All 
of whom being gone over, and every 
thing performed, which God had 
commanded, the prieſts with the ark 
came forth out of the channel of the 
river, where they had ſtood all this 
while, and as ſoon as their feet C were 
<« lifted up upon dry land, beyond 
the waters (which ſtood —— 
| heap, and did not flow down as at 
other times), they ae, 3 
courſe, and returned to their place, 
and flowed over all their banks, 
as n did before. As a 1 
{311 | 28+ = 110 


50 
of which, twelve ſtones from out of 
the midſt of Jordan, while it was 
dry, were taken by twelve men, one 
out of each ons ny ROONEY en 
n fp 48% BO e 
| Here "EN was a ae 8 
in the moſt remarkable manner, to 
' which the whole people were witneſſes, 

and effectual care was taken to keep 
vp the + remembrance: of it. The 
waters of _ were cut toll. the 
into 3 as as waters of the Red. 
Sen had been divided, to procure their 
_ eſcape out of Egypi:—Such an expe- 
ge: as this was not to have been 
made twice, if it had not been a real 
and undoubied miracle. MET: e 


4 


2 e were 1 into abs 
b promiſed Land,” but all the males 
were circumciſed (that rite having been, 
omitted in the wilderneſs), 18 Which 


1 * 0 
they were at once diſabled for the 
purpoſes of war: which was a ſtrange 
policy; for the invaders of a country to 
wound themſelves, and render them - 
ſelves «fit for. fight, as ſoon as they 
had . in the territaties-of the 
enemy, if the Canaanites had not 
ee by a miraculous awe 
upon therm; as the ſons of Jacob did 
make an attack upon Sheehemites, * 
before they were recovered on * 
n after: n. 


- aa as walls of. 8 were 
3 down, only by marching 
round it ſeven days, and blowing with 
trumpets; and this was accompanied 
with a prophecy; that whoever ſhould 
attempt to rebuild Jericho, ſhould 

ec firſt- born, and in his youngeſt ſon 


— 


Sen. xxxiv. 


mY 
« ſhould he ſer up the gates of it: 
which was fulfilled in the reign of 
Ahab, when Hiel the Bethelite loſt his 
eldeſt ſon Abiram, upon his laying 
the foundation of it, and his youngeſt 
fon Segub, upon his ſetting up the 
gates. F—Theſe miracles, and the 
ſtanding ſtill of the fun and moon, 
whilſt the yaelites purſued and van- 
quiſhed their enemies; and the prodi- 
gious hail-ſtones caſt down fiom 
heaven, which ſlew more of them 
than the ſword could do; and a con- 
tinued courſe of victories, never in- 
? terrupted but for Acban's : offence, 4 
ſtruck ſuch a mighty terror into the 
Canaanites, that ſome of them ſought 
out ways to make their peace with 
the | Jraclites, by: ſubmiſſion; and 
others fled into foreign countries. 
And to ſhew 'that they conquered by 


„ Joſh vi. 26.——+ i. Kings xvi. 34. 
_* _* Jolla.” | 
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4 miraculous and divine power, not 
by any human force or ſtrength; 
Joſhua, by God's command, deſtroyed 
the horſes and the chariots that he 

took from the enemy: which would 
have been not a very wiſe action in 
human policy. But by ſuch unlikely 
means he ſubdued one and thirty kings 
of the Canaanites, and then divided 
the land, not yet conquered, amongſt 
the tribes of Iſrael ;—being as certain 
of it, as if they had is already i in 
Feen Fg: 


* Foſhua, after ſo many victories, and 
ſo many miracles, when'the land of | 
Canaan came to be divided among 


the Children of Iſrael, took no more 
for his own inheritance, than they 


were willing to ſpare him after the 
land had been divided among the 
tribes, and at laſt, as Moſes had done, 


„„ 
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he appeals to their own experience, 
and to their very ſenſes, for the truth 
of all the wonders and deliverances, 
and the mighty works which God 
had wrought amongſt them. | 


Alter che death of Joa, God 
raiſed up Judges out of ſeveral families 
and tribes, with an immediate and | 
extraordinary commiſſion to govern 
and protect his people: fo that there 
could be no private ends, or poli tic 
deſigns carried on, under the pretence 
of a divine commiſſion, But upon\ 
their diſobedience and idolatries, they 
nere, from time to time, puniſhed 
with laughter and captivity; 3 and 
upon their repentance, were as con- 
ſtantly delivered; fit perſons being 
purpoſely raiſed up. to be conquerors 
and deliverers, and never falling to 
obtain ſucceſs. „5 on Pl 
But benden theſe, who were em- 

powered by God to act upon extraor- 


FFF 

dinary occaſions, they had other) udges 
or chief magiſtrates, to adminiſter 
juſtice, and to preſide over public 


affairs, for the welfare of the people. 


Such were Eli, and Samuel. Eli was 
a great example, how much paternal 


fondneſs, and natural affection, may 
prevail over good and wiſe men; 


his ſons Hopbni and Phineas, © making 
« themſelves vile, and he reſtraining 
« them not.” He was however more 


afflicted to hear that the ark of God 


was taken, than at the death of both 

his ſons: that gave him his mortal 
wound; nor did he outlive the hearing 

EW” 4 


Samuel's ſons were wicked as well 
as Elis; © turning aſide after lucre, 
« taking bribes, and perverting judg- 


cc ment. — But he appeals to the | 


people for his own integrity, who 
folemnly declare him free from any 
oppreſſi on or injuſtice, 


e ̃ ͤ . 7 , ]§«ÜW0eũ . oe lo ad 
—— 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| | 
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Ne reſigned the government, though 
he had ſufficient power in his hands to 
appoint -o kings ſucceſſively; and 

by God's commandment raiſed both 
Saul and David out of obſcurity to a 
throne. Samuel ſays plainly (and 
well might he ſay ſo, ſeeing who was 
in reality heir king). that when the 
elders of Jrael came to him to' aſk 
a king, the thing diſpleaſed him.“ 
He who could make two kings, out 

of two different tribes, and of no 
manner of intereſt or influence in their 
reſpective tribes, might as well have 
made himſelf king; — if he had acted 
upon human conſiderations, and by 
buman power and authority. | 
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7 The divine . cherefore was 
viſible in the government of the 
children of Iſrael, from the time of 
Moſes and Foſhua to Saul ;—for they 
were conſtantly governed by perſons 


1 


ol God's appointment; their govern- 
ment was a pure Theocracy, being 
adminiſtered by God's immediate 
direction; * The Lord, their God | 
@ was their king. | 


SECTION VII. 
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5 the ISRAELITES under their 
. 


Ari TER a landing tends governs 
ment was ſettled among the people of 
Ifrael, they were either happy or mi- 
ſerable at home, and either a defeat or 
victory attended their arms abroad, 
as they proved obedient or diſobedient 
to the law of Moſes, and to the 
word of the Lord, delivered by his 
Prophets. Upon the revolt of the 
vol. 11, F 


— 


40 
N 
bh 
t 
WA 
J 7 9 
1 : 
* 
Cl - 
4 T - 
1 
1 
* 
4 
2 . 
* n 
, . | 
t,y 
4 
i, 
k {1s ? 
154) J 
1 77 * 
1 
h + : 
$i 2 A 
1. 
i 
3H? 
b 
* 
Ul | 1 1 
me 
Dr 
* y 
A 
th - 
195! 
31:1 
j 
o i 
> 4 
4 : 
| 5 
iin 
159 
3:44 5 
\ 27 | 
. 
1 
14 
{ it + 
e 
: 1 ; 
3 
928 11 
i 
bh Fa £ 
15 £ 
* $7 1 
A. 
„ 
5 
+ 
: 0 2 
% * 
et if 
{4 
F' 
SP \ 
177 - 
3 ; 
UP 
h x 
12907 
n 

FE 

3 
1 

Ly , 
"Hah 

31. 
. 
14 p 

. 

15 F 
N 
, > 18 
[ : 

1 

»t : 

' . 
| i q 4 

x - 

i 1 

i 
n 
® 17 q 
9 5 \ 
lig 
o 4” 

{ : 
88 | 
; 
„ 
. 
114 f 
= 1 , 
U 7 i 
1. 
1 : 
I 
WD 4 
— 
. 
14 4 
46 
Y 1 z 
i} : 
'£: 0:80 
4 —— 9 of 
N WF 
7 
3 
118 
1 
Feen 
Ae 
EE! 

. 478 : 
bl 4 p 
x 
14 $40 
4. 1 g 8 
11 ; 

. 
"4 w} 
. 

"qi 
D 
414 
14 
U 4 

- © 1 

1 v 
14/1308 

211 

3 

1 1 d 

ll: . 

— 

„ 

5 

\ 4 
: 1 & 

. 

171 

1 

. 

Li 

: 1 a 
$5 
* it! 
Wa: q 
TY: | 


: 1 
1 
5 14 

' 4 
| { 
i ay 
1 
1 
: 


— — — — 
— ai gee hy OS oy _— 3 
. 
: 


o - — CIO _ _ 5 _y 
= Mc + EE 

* — — =_ — i +) ms,” nh ge Je 

oy 2 2 — 


„ 


ten tribes, when two tribes only re- 


mained in the obedience of Reboboam, 

and in the true way of worſhip, this 
would have been. the time, if there 
had been. any impoſture hitherto car- 
ried on, to diſcover it ; for they had 
all the temptation, and all the oppor- 
tunity to do it, that could poſſibly be 
given,—But after the diviſion of the 


ten tribes, Feroboam durſt not ſc much 


as attempt to draw them off from an 
acknowledgment of the divine autho- 
rity of that law, by which they wer 

obliged to go up to Jeruſalem nl 
facrifice, though he perſuaded them 


to change the place of their worſbip, 
and no longer to go up thither. 


God alſo had his prophets in el, 


who were as. zealous for the law, as 


the prophets of Judab; for in both 
kingdoms they had ſtill praphets to 
admoniſh them, and to direct them 


in all matters of great importance. 


18 1 

Though the Urim and Thummim, and 
the Shechina, were confined to the 
Aaronical prieſthood, and the ark of 
the teſtament ; yet the other kinds of 
of prophecy were vouchſafed to acl, 
as well as Judab : ant the captivity 
both of Judab and rae! by the 
Aſrians, and the deliverance of the 
Jews out of it, befel them according 
to expreſs propheeies; and both during 
the captivity, and at their return, they 
had Daniel, Zechariah, Malachi, and 
other prophets amongſt them; and 
coming out of Egypi, the whole 
people were made continually witneſſes 
of the manifeſt power and preſence: of 
God een en.. In 
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SECTION VIII. 


— 


of the PROPHETS and their 
8 SL ET IOS 8 


Tun Kinds of prophecy among 
the Jews were firſt, the Shechina; 
ſecondly, the Urim and Thummin ; 
thitdly, revelation by dreams = 
e or by inſpiration.— And when 
theſe kinds of Sta ceaſed under 
the ſecond temple, the Baib-Col, or 
Voice from heaven, _ the only way 
of revelation. —But of this, there is 


little or dans to be relied on. 


The Shocking, was the ſitting or 
| dwelling of God between the Cheru- 
bims, on the Mercy-Scat, or cover of 


l 61 1 


the ark; from whence he gave out 
his anſwers by an articulate voice. 


The Urim and Tbummim upon the 
breaſt- plate of the high prieſt, was 
another ſtanding oracle, to be con- 
ſulted upon all great occaſions :—and 
the anſwers were returned by a viſible 
ſignification of the divine will, The 
common opinion is, that this oracle 
was delivered by the ſhining of ſuch 
letters of the tribes names, engraven on 
the ſtones of the prieſt's breaſt- plate, 
as expreſſed the anſwer. —-Some think 
that they were diſtinct oracles; - and 
that the Thummim ſhewed when the 
ſacrifices were. accepted ;—the Vin 
anſwering ſuch queſtions as were pro- 
poſed upon any important occaſion. 


Revelations by dreams or viſions, 
or by inſpiration, were thoſe which 
properly denominated them to whom 
| F 2 | 


{© «2 

| they were made, Prophets. For the 
prophets” were perſons ſent by God, 
with an extraordinary commiſſion, to 
 Yeclare his will; and they were not 
Confined to the tribe of Levi, or to 
any particular tribe, but were ſome- 
times taken out of one tribe, and ſome- 
Ames out of another: for though the 
Fetos had colleges and ſchools to 
Prepare and qualify men, by a virtu- 
dus and religious education, for divine 
Murrinations; yet divers others, who 
had not been educated in this manner, 
were endued with the fpirit of pro- 
Phecys and ſome of them were but of 
very mean employments, and others 
. of gti — 


1 


There was a e A ed of 
prophets, from the time of Moſes, till 
the return of the Jews from their cap- 
tivity in Babylon. Some propheſied 
for many years; Jeremiah, for abovę 


. 

twenty years; the leaſt time aſſignec 
to Hoſeg's propheſying, is forty- three 
years; Amos propheſied about fix-and- 

twenty years; Micab, about fifty; - 
Jaiab, Jonah, and Daniel, a much 
longer time: ſo that they lived to ſee 

divers of their own prophecies ful- 
filled; and to have ſuffered as falſe 
pals, —And though many prophecies 
were not to be fulfilled till long after 
the death of the prophets who delivered 
them; yet they wrought miracles, 
came to paſs ſoon after, according to 
their predictions, to give evidence to 
their authozity, and to alien their 
divine miſſion. "I *. >: 


The prophets committed their pro- 
phecies to writing, and leſt them to 
poſterity. The writing of the hiſtories 


[ES] 
"7 


| & 3 


of the Fews belonged to the prophets; 5 


and both in their prophetical and 
hiſtorical books they deal with the 


greateſt plainneſs and ſincerity ; they 


record the idolatries of the nation, 
and foretel the judgments of God 
which were to befal it upon that 
accou nt; and they leave to poſterity 
a relation of the miſcarriages and 
crimes of their beſt princes. David, 
Solomon, and others, who were ty pes 


of the Meffab, and from whoſe race 
they expected him, and looked upon 


the glories of their ſeveral reigns to. 
be preſages of his, are yet deſcribed 
not only without flattery, but without 
any reſerve” or extenuation, — They 
write as men who had no regard to 
any thing but truth, and the glory of 
29 in telling 1 it. | 


It ſeems to have been cuſtomary 
for the prophets to put up their 


. 69 1 
writings into the tabernacle, or lay 
them before the Lord. And there 
is a tradition, that all the canonical 
books, as well as the law, were put 


The books of Joſbua, Judges, Sa- 

nuel, and Kings, have the title of 
the former Prophets, in the Hebrew 
Bibles, to diſtinguiſh them from the 
books, which bear the title of the 

latter Prophets ;— Kaen  eremiabs - 
and the others. 4 kt Z 


The P/alms are ſometimes quoted 
under the title of the Prophets,* and 
from their firſt compoſing, they were 
uſed in the public ſervice of God, as 
appears from many inſtances. This 
was known even to their enemies, in 
their e and ſome of them were 


Dc Matths, xiii. 35, nod; xxyii, 35. | 
+ Ps. exxxvii. 3. 


x 


66 ] 
vritten by the prophets under it. Leſ- 
ſons out of the law and the prophets, 
with. hymns out of the pſalms, and = 
prayers, made up the Jewiſh form of 
worſhip. © Moſes and the Pr | 
are put for the whole old Teſtanient.® 5 
The law“ by an uſual figure of 
, ſpeech; is uſed for the Palme, I for the 
Prophets, and for the old Teftament,$ 
in which ſenſe the ſeventy are by 
ſome authors ſaid to have tranſlated 
ee the law,” when they tranſlated the 
the Jewiſh canon of Seripture. T 


It is certain chat the books ef 99) 
| low, and the writings of the ancient 
prophets, were carefully preſerved 
during the captivity, and are frequently 
referred to, and cited by the latter 
e ee 5 


* Luke xvi. 20. and Acts xiii. 15, 
. of John I” 34. — 1. Cor. xiv. 21. 
'$ Rom. iii. 19. 


1 
And if both © the law and the 
ce prophets, comprehending all the 
books of ſcripture. written before the 


captivity, were ſtill extant, and well 


known, and made uſe of by pious men, 
during all that time, and the people 
had copies of them, or had means 
and opportunities of being acquainted 


with them, there is no reaſon to 


imagine, that they had not ſufficient 


knowledge of the Hebrew tongue at 
their reſtoration; many being ſtil 


alive, who were firſt carried away 


captive: and the writings of the ; 


prophets, during the captivity, and 
upon their return, ſhew that the peo- 


ple did underſtand it. Both men and 


women could underftand Ezra, when 


he read the law; © and the ears of all 
ce the people were attentive unto the 


ce book of the law.“ “ Nehemiah 
particularly complains, that the chil- 


„ Neh. viii 3. 
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dren of thoſe who had married ſtrange 
wives, © could not ſpeak in the Jes 

cc language: which ſuppoſes that 

- the children of other parents, as well 
as the parents themſelves, were taught 
to ſpeak the Hebrew tongue. And 
the decree of Abaſuerus, in favour of 
the Jews, was written © unto every 
© province, according unto the wri- 
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; cc ting thereof; and unto ever Fi people, . 
„ after their language; and unto the 
A qo 9 8 
: & Jews, according to their writing, 


ce and according to their language: 
which ſeems to imply, that the Jews 
ſtill retained not only their language, 
but their manner of writing it, or 
the form and faſhion of their letters, 
under the captivity. 
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After their return, the Fews were 

a a free people, till the time of Alex- 
ander the Great, who only required 

tribute of them, but left them to their 


[6] 
own law and government; ſo that 
no occaſion was given to any. conſi- 


derable change in their language, as 

is computed, till the firſt year of the 
117th Olympiad, when Jeruſalem was 

taken by Ptolemy the ſon of Lagus ; 

and twenty-ſeven years after, was the 

verſion of the Septuagint; by whom, 

not long after the deceaſe of thoſe that 

returned from the captivity, the ſcrip- 
tures were tranſlated into the Greek 
tongue; and were diſperſed into. ſo 

many hands, among the Jews and 

Projelytes, that the copies could not 

be deſtroyed either in the time of 
Antiochas Epiphanes, or at any other 
time, by the malice of perſecutors, or 
any other accident, And though the 
Jews were ſo fond of their traditions, 
as to make the word of God: of 
«© none effectꝰ by them; yet they 
never added any books to the canon of 
ſcripture, in favour of thoſe traditions 
VOL, II. x 
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for which they were ſo zealous; but 
when they had no longer any prophets 


among them, they preſumed not to 


place any other books in the ſame 
rank and authority with thoſe, which 


the prophets had left behind them. 


All the canonical books were written 
by inſpired authors, and have been 
in conſtant uſe among the people of 


the Jews, in their private houſes, and 


Public aſſemblies, even from the firſt 
writing them ; for they were preſerved 


during the captivity, and both under- 


ſtood and uſed by the people : but 
their other books, written under the 
ſecond temple, though ever ſo uſeful 
and pious, were never received with 
the like eſteem and veneration ; they 
pretended to no more than human 


compoſition, and were never ranked 


with thoſe of divine authority. The 


Fews with a general conſent acknow- 
ledge, that during the ſecond temple, 


J 77 

there was neither the Ark (nor conſe- 
quently the Shechina), nor the Urim 
and Thummim, nor the fire from 
heaven, nor the holy oil, nor the 
holy Se1z1T in the gifts of prophecies 
and miracles.—This is a confeſſion of 
the Fes againſt themſelves, which is 
much urged upon them by Chriſtians, 
to prove that our Saviour is the 
Maſſiab, and that bis preſence alone 
could make the glory of the latter 
ce houſe, greater than of the former.“ 
And their confeſſion herein adds great 
weight to their teſtimony, in behalf 
of all theſe kinds of prophecy, which 
they affirm to have been under the 
Vrſt temple; and of this prophecy of 
Haggai, as well as of the reſt in the 
old Teſtament, 


6 Hag. ii. „. | 
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SECTION IX. 


—— 5 


3 


of the PR OPHECIES and MIRACLES 
of the PROPHETS. 


| . is an evidence of the authöttey 
of the true prophets, that the falſe 
ones propheſied in the name of 
Jetiovan ; *—for this ſuppoſes that 
true prophecies were wont to be 
delivered in bis name, or elſe they 
never could have formed an expecta- 
tion to deceive by it.— And in the 
hiſtorical books of the old Teſtament, 
in which the prophecies and miracles 
of the prophets are related, reference 
is frequently made to the records then 
exiſting, in the Chronicles of the 
kings of Jrael and Judab; moſt of 
the prophecies being of ſuch a public 
nature, and ſo intermixed with the 
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affairs of ſtate, that they muſt be 
recorded together with them. —A few 
of theſe it will be proper briefly to 
enumerate; and fuch eſpecially, as 
may be eſteemed moſt obvious and 
familiar to a general recollection. ; 


Jab was prophetied of by name 
three hundred and ſixty-one years 
before the event; behold a child 
e ſhall be born unto the houſe 
« of David, Jeſiab by name; and 
e upon thee (O altar) ſhall he offer 
« the prieſts of the high places, and 
ce men's bones ſhall be burnt upon 
cc thee,” *- 3 | | .- a; 


This was a prediction delivered by 
a prophet, who came out of Judab, 


on purpoſe to denounce. the judg- 


ments of God upon the prieſts' of the 
altar, and upon the altar itſelf, which 
Feroboam had newly ſet up in Bethel; 


i. Kings xiii. 2. 
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at a time too, when YJerobuam himſelf 
IN altar to „ 


18 It eee alſo with two 
Miracles; one, wrought upon Jero- 
boam, by the drying up of his hand 
which he had raiſed againſt the 
Prophet ; — and by the reſtoring it to 
him again upon the Prophet's prayer; 
the other miracle was perfortned 
upon the altar by rending it, and 
aeg out the W 8 

15110 Of ('1 
I * | fubfillingsof RAY 
was no leſs -remarkable ;* © plainly 
ſhewing it to be,—not from man, but 
46 wh 


| Tho prophet "jab, who” had 
propheſied that ae ſhould be 
king of the ten tribes, H foretold'like- 


z. Kings xxſi. 15,4 i, Kings xi. 31. 


b. 


1 os 3 
wiſe the death of Jeroboam's ſon, the 
deſtruction of his family, and the 
36 on a 


rians.* 


The deliverance of Judab, at Je- 


boſhaphat's prayer, was foretold by 


Jabaxiel, in the midſt of the congre- 
gation ; and was accompliſhed ac- 

cordingly, by their enemies ee 
one n 5 


1 „ 


Elijab PRON) that thedogs th 
lick Abab's blood in Jeareel, 0 
they had licked the blood of Nadotb : 


by Zedrabiab, one of che falſe pro- 
phets, againſt Micaiab, ' whoforetold; 
that Abab ſhould be flain at Ramoth- 
gilead; the fact however was, that 
being flain at Ramoth-gilead, he was 
brought home in his chariot to 


2 ; Kings xiv. 10, ii, Chron, xx. 
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Ginn; and there the dogs licked 
his blood in Jezreel. So that both, 
the prophecy of Elijab, and — 
was fulfille dt. 


The fame prophet foretold the like 
judgment” upon Jezebel, and that the 
houſe of Abab ſhould be like the 
houſe of Jeroboam, and like the houſe 
of Bauſba; the deſtruction of both 

which had been foretold by other 
prophets, and their _ ful- 


_ 2 mah ON 


ks. r i. 7 * 


Ae 3 fire deferaded: 
from heaven, and e med the fact» 
Fong in the ſight of Baal's prophets, 
phet of the Lord there preſent, had 
made this propoſal, the that 
4 anſwereth by fire, let him be Gon. 


- * 
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The miraculous cure of Naaman's: 


leproſy, muſt be notorious throughout 
the kingdoms both of Syria and 
Jjrael.* — The wonderful deliverance 
of the Jiratlites, when- the Syrians 
heard a noiſe of horſes and- chariots, 
and therefore raiſed the fiege of 


Samaria, and the plenty which fol- 


towed, was foretold by Eliſha, with a 


judgment upon that lord who doubted 


of the truth of his prediction. The 
ſame prophet foretold the death of 
Benhadad king of Syria, and that he 
ſhould. neither recover of his ſickneſs, 


nor die a natural death. —And the 


reign of Hazael, who ſucceeded. him, 


is deſcribed in ſuch true and dreadful _ 


characters, that  Hazael. thought it 
impoſſible for him to be g e of ſo 


much c + 


The leproſy inflicted upon Uzziah, 


for preſuming to burn incenſe unto 


5 . 2 1 x | a 5 rd NA. 2 1 
* 11, Kings v. ii. Kings vii. viii 
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the Lord, which it was lawful for the 
prieſts only to do, was a permanent 
miracle ; for his leproſy continued till 
is death ; and for that reaſon, he 
lived ſeparately, and his ſon, from 
that time, had the adminiſtration of 
affairs.*—And this miracle of the 
leproſy was accompanied with a ter- 
rible earthquake. And the ruins 
which were cauſed by the earthquake, 
remained as a perpetual memorial of 
the judgment. 5 


An pa fourlcore abd five 
thouſand t of the ¶Mprians were ſlain 
by an angel of the Lord, in one night. 
And this deliverance was foretold by 
Jaiab, when the Aſyrians were in the 
height of their pride and blaſphemy, 

and the people of Judah in the extre- 
mity of danger and deſpair. It 
happening likewiſe, that this invaſion 
ii. Kings xv. . xiv. 5. Amos i. 1. 
S. t ü. Kings xix. 35. Iſai. xxxvii. 


E 


of the MHrian army was in the year 


of Jubilee, the enemy had ravaged and 
conſumed the corn of the laſt year; 
and by the law concerning the years of 
Jubilee, the Jews were commanded 
not to ſow in thoſe years; ſo that 
there was a miraculous proviſion pro- 
miſed,* and accordingly made them, 
of two years ſuſtenance without their 
owncareand labour. At the prayer of 
Jaiab, the ſun went back ten degrees, 
for a ſign to king Hezekiah of his 
recovery ;—and the princes of Babylon 
ſent ambaſſadors, to make enquires 
ol this wonder. f 5 


It was impoſſible there ſhould be 
any miſtake in miracles of this nature, 
which Rave the ſame evidence that 
thoſe of Moſes himſelf had, having 
the joint teſtimony of a whole peo- 
ple to prove the truth of them. 


fi. Kings xix. 29. 
+ Hieronym. in Iſai. xxxix. 1. 
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Fariher of the FROPHECTES. 


TSAILIAA foretold the deſtruction 
of the kingdom of Nael, with the 
ſet time of it; within threeſcore and 
& five years mall Epbraim be broken, 
« that it be not a people. The 
a deſolation foretold by him of Babylon 
is atteſted by eye-witneſſes} to be 
fulfilled in all particulars.— He pro- 
pheſied of Cyrus by name, two hun- 
dred and ten years before the accom- 
plüiſhment of his prophecy ; and fore- 

told the rebuilding of the temple, an 
hundred and forty years before it was 
demoliſhed. And this, Cyrus himſlf 


. 


* Iſai. vii. 8. 
+ Sir Ant, Sherley? 8 Travels into Perſia. 285 


[a J 
though an Heathen prince, was ſo 
ſenſible of, that he acknowledged it 
in his | Proclamation, which he put 
forth for the building of the temple : 
te Thus faith Cyrus king of Perſia,.— 
ce all the kingdoms of the earth hath | 
c the Lord God of heaven given me, 
cc and he hath charged me to build 
« him an houſe in Jeruſalem, hirn 
cc ig in * 8 


The ſame prophet likewiſe, who 
foretold the empire of Cyrus the 
Perſian, foretold alſo, that the king- 
dom of the Chaldeans ſhould be de- 
ſtroyed by the kings of the Medes.“ 


The judgments which were to befal 
divers other nations, were propheſied 
of by 1/aiah, and deſcribed by parti- 
cular circumſtances. —He foretold the 

_ overthrow of Tyre by Alexander the 
' Great ;+ © from the land of Chittim it 


* Tſai, xiii. 17.1 XXiii. 2, 6. 


v 1h - H 


1 # 
« js revealed unto them.” The land 
of Chittim is Macedonia. Iſaiab ex- 
preſsly here calls Tyre an iſland ; and 
therefore muſt mean that Tyre. which 
- which was taken by Alexander, though 
it were not yet built, but roſe out of the 
ruins of Tyre on the continent, which 
Nebuchadnezzar deſtroyed, according 
to Ezekie!'s prophecy.—The deſtruc- 
tion of Nineveh was foretold by the 
prophet Nahum an hundred and fifteen 


= before the event IT. 


The "EO Jeremiab foretold * 
conqueſts of Nebuchadnexzar, and the 
captivity of the Jets by him, in ſo 
remarkable and ſolemn a manner, 
that it was nototious to all the neigh- 
bouring nations : for according to 
the cuſtom of delivering prophecies 
by viſible /gns, as well as words, 
he ſent bonds and yokes © to the 
ct ng! of Moab, the Ammon- 


- 


Ei Þ 
e ;tes, Tyre, and Zidan, by the hand 
« of the meſſengers which came to 


« Jeruſalem (from theſe ſeveral kings) 


ce unto Zedełiab king of Judab; and 
foretold, © that all theſe nations ſhould 
(c ſerve Nebuchadnezzar, and his ſon, 
te and his ſon's fon.” —And the Jews 
put him in priſon for this prophecy ; 
where he was kept, when Nebuchad- 


nezzar took the city, and ſet him at 


liberty. 


He likewiſe propheſied againſt 
Egypt, which the Jews made their 
refuge and ſanftuary ; and pointed 
out the very place where Nebuchad- 
nezxar would pitch his tent, by taking 
great ſtones, and hiding them in the 
clay, © at the entry of Pharaoh's houſe 
ce atTabpanbes, in the fight of the men 
ce of Judah ;”—declaring that © his 
ce throne ſhould be ſet upon zho/e 
ce ſtones,” and © he ſhould ſpread his 
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. © royal pavilion over them.” The 


* accompliſhment of which prophecy, 
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is to be on 4 in Herodotus, | 


The mn en Was end 
ſl contradifted by ſeveral falſe 
prophets, who propheſied deceitful 
.and flattering deluſions to the people, 
perſuading them, that no evil ſnould 
come upon them; of whom Jeremiab 
foretold, that Hananiab: ſhould die 
that ſame year in which he vented his 
falſe prophecies, and that Abab the 
ſon of Kolaiah, and Zedekiab the ſon of 
Magſeiab, ſhould be taken captive by 
 Nebuchadnezzar, and ſlain in the fight 

of the people of Judab, and roaſted 

in the fire. | And thus diſtinctly 

_ foretelling the time and matter of the 

death of thoſe falſe prophets, he 

"vindicated his own prophecies, which 
* Euterp. c. 169. 

+ Jer. xxviil. 16, 17.— f XXIx, 21, 22. 


I W 1 
were at firſt ſo unwillingly believed, 
en eee 


. which co wh ſtrange, 
5 vas moſt objected againſt in the 


prophecies of Jerrmiab, was his pro- 


phecy concerning the death of Zede- 
 kiab;\ for in this, he and Ezekiel 
were thought to contradict each other. 
—-Feremiah propheſied in FJeruſalem, 
at the ſame time when Ezekiel pro- 


pheſied in Babylon, and concerning 


the ſame things; and Jeremiab's pro- 


phecy was ſent to the captives in 


Babylon, and Ezekiel's to the inhabi- 
tants of Jeruſalem. . Now theſe two 
_ prophets writing of the captivity of 
Zedekiab, reckon up all the circum- 
ſtances of it between them, in ſuch a 
manner, as that they were believed to 
contradict each other; and thereby 
the expectation and attention of the 


people was the more excited to obſerve 
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Jeremiah ſaid, that he ſhould ſee the 
king of Babylon, and be carried to 
Babylon: Ezekiel, that he ſhould not 
ſee Babylon: Jeremiab, that he ſhould 
die in peace, and be buried aſter the 
manner of his anceſtors: Ezekizl, that 
he ſhould die at Babylon. And if we 
compare all this with the hiſtory, 
nothing ever was more punctually 
fulfilled: for Zedetiab ſaw the king 
of Babylon, who commanded his eyes 
to be put out, before he was brought 
to Babylon; and he died there, but 
died peaceably, and was ſuffered. to 
have the uſual funeral ſolemnities.“ 
Therefore both prophecies proved true 
in the event, which ſeemed before to 
be inconſiftent. And fo critical an 
exactneſs in every minute circun- 
ſtance, in prophecies delivered by two 
perſons, who were before thought to 
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contradict each other, was ſuch a 
conviction to the Jews, after they 


had ſeen them ſo punctually fulfilled, 


in their captivity, that they could no 
longer doubt, but that oth were 
from Ie 


ww * * a — * 4 wt# 7 A — 


Jeremiah foretold alſo, that the 


kingdom of the Chaldeans ſhould be 
deſtroyed, and that the Fews ſhould 
be reſtored, after a captivity of ſeventy 
years. This prophecy of | Jeremiah, 
the | Fews' depended upon under the 
captivity : and it was exactly fulfilled 
to them. He foretold that the veſſels 


of the temple ſhould be brought back 


again at the return of the Jes out of 
their captivity in Babylon. And it 
was the particular care of Cyrus, Da- 


rius, and an 15 oy ſhould 


be returned. 


de acftruRion of Babylon, with 


the manner of taking the city, by 
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draining the waters of the Zupbrutes 


till it became fordable, as foretold and 
deſcribed by the prophet, agrees 
punctually with the account of it 
given by. Heradotus, and Xenophan'; 


the former of whom was born within 


ſixty years of the time, and the latter 
not 5 7 8. Aer ie 


ks: ale foretokd U dat 210 beg 
of Tra ſhould never * ceaſe from 
<. being a nation?” to the end of che 
world ; Which we ſee fulfilled in their 
continuing a diſtinct nation, Vp 
— 27,70 in ill PR of the Sn 

5 Tiah had forereld the deltiug⸗ 
tion of the latter Tyre by Alexander, 
long before it had any being, fo 
Ezekiel propheſied, that " Nebchad 
nezzar ſhould deſtroy Paltyrus, or 
Tyre on the continent, but ſituated 
« at the entry. of the ea; wy which 
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ſhould never be rebuilt. nba in hs 
ifle had its riſe from the ruins of this. 


The profanation of the temple, 


and ſanctuary, by Antiochus Epi- 


pbanes, with the death of Antiochus, 
and a deſcription of his temper, and 
of his very countenance, was clearly 
delivered by Daniel, four hundred and 
eight years before the accompliſh- 
ment. Daniel likewiſe deſcribed the 


fate of the four monarchies, the 


LE} 1. 1 1 
reſtoration or tne Jetbs, Lin nag oo 


of their city, and the birth and 
death of the Maſiab, with the preciſe 
time of both, and of the deſtruction 


of the city and ſan&tuary.—-lex- 


ander the Great is ſaid to have been 
encouraged by Daniel's prophecy, in 


his expedition. Indeed, his prophecy, 
and the-hiſtory of the four monarchies, 
are ſo exactly parallel, that Porphyry 
could find no other evaſion, but to 
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fay, that the book of Daniel was 
written after the events :—which, as 
Grotius obſerves, is as abſurd, as if 
any one ſhould maintain, that the 
works of Virgil were not written 
under Auguſtus, but after his time : 
for the book of Daniel was as public 
and as much diſperſed, and as uni- 
verſally received, as ever any book 


could be. 


Laſtly, Haggai and Malachi pro- 

pheſied, that Chriſt ſhould come, 
before the deſtruction of the ſecond 
temple: and Hoſea foretold the pre- 
ſent ſtare of the people of J/-ae), in 
thoſe remarkable words, “ they ſhall 
« be wanderers among the nations.“ 


SECTION MI. 
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CONCLUSION of the SUBFECT. 


N OT to inſiſt upon many other 
miracles and prophecies, concerning 
things of inferior moment, or perhaps 
leſs remarkable in the eyes of the 
world, it may be ſufficient to have 
enumerated theſe, which were of ſuch 
a public nature, that there could be no 
deceit or miſtake in them. Multitudes 
of men, whom prejudice or malice 
had prepared to make the utmoſt diſ- 
coveries, were witneſſes to the mi- 
racles: and both the prophecies them- 
ſelves and the fulfilling of them were 


notorious to other nations, as well as 


to the Jews, to whom they were 
delivered, and in whoſe hands they 
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have ever ſince continued, being read 


5 in the Synagogues 1 10 * 
„ | 


/ I 


The Jews had as good evidence, 


| for inſtance, that Elijab wrought his 


miracles, as they could have, that 
there was ſuch a man in the world as 
Elijah. — And when the public tranſ- 
actions and councils of princes, the 
fate and revolution of empires, with 
the prefixed time and place, and the 


very names of the perſons were ſo 


particularly foretold, two or three 


hundred years before the things actu- 
ally came to paſs, we may as well 
queſtion the truth of all hiſtory what- 
ever, as the certainty of theſe revela- 


tions. For indeed they are the hiſ- 
tory of things that were 10 come, ſet 
down in the very circumſtances in 
which they afterwards were brought 
zo 54. And it would be im poſlible | 


LL 0] 

for men to bring better proof, that 
there were ſuch men as Elijab, and 
Fofrab, and Cyrus, than may be 

brought to ſhew, that the latter were 

by name propheſied of long before 
their birth, and that the firſt wrought 
all the miracles related of him; or to 
I , produce clearer evidence, that there 
was ſuch a city as Jeruſalem before the 
reign of Cyrus, than we have, that 
the deſtruction of the city and temple, 
and the captivity of the people, with 
their reſtoration after ſeventy years, 
was foretold by Feremiab. | 


The prophets performed their mi- 
racles in the moſt public manner; 
and their prophecies were delivered 
not in corners, but openly, before all 
the people; not in obſcure and ambi- 
guous words, but in plain terms, wit 
a particular account of perſons, and 
time, and place: they were kept, 

VOL, II. I 


[ 94 ] 
read, and ſtudied by that very people, 
who at firſt as little regarded them, 
as any man now amongſt ourſelves 
can do; who ſlew the prophets them- 
ſelves, and rejected their prophecies 
with rage and indignation ; but were 
afterwards, by the event of things, fo 
fully convinced (which was likewiſe 
foretold),* of their divine inſpiration 
and authority, that they wholly de- 
pended and relied upon them, and 
lived in'an uncomfortable exile, upon 
the ſole hopes and expectations of 

ſeeing the reſt of their prophecies ful- 
filled. — And therefore the poſterity of 
| thoſe who had lain the prophets,” had 
the higheſt veneration for the me- 
mory of theſe prophets whom their 


forefathers had killed; they built and 


adorned their ſepulchres, when it was 
ſo reproachful to them to erect mo- 


. Ezek. xxxili, 33. 


„ 
numents of perpetual acknowledg- 
ment, that they were © the children of 
them which killed the prophets,” * 
and choſe to die any death, rather 
than renounce the authority of their 
books, or part with them, even when 
they had forſaken their doctrine, and 
changed the ſubſtance of their religion 
for vain traditions, and ſuperſtitious 
obſervances. They referred them- 
ſelves to theſe prophets for the autho- 
rity of their religion, and acknow- 
ledged, that they had neither prophe- 
cies, nor miracles, after the captivity. 
For during the captivity in Babylon, 
the falſe prophets had loſt all reputa- 
tion with the people, who found 
themſelves ſo miſerably diſappointed in 
the deluding hopes which thoſe pro- 
phets, who ſet themſelves in oppoſi- 
tion to Jeremiah and Ezekiel, had 


Matt. xxiii. 31. 


2 


les TCCCLVE. CTI 


Thoſe prophets became 
if. they attempted it. 


a curſe and proverb of reproach among 


— 


And from that time, falſe prophets 
never could gain eſteem enough to 


make their prophec 


36 J 


m.— 


given the 
the Jews, As Jeremiab had foretold. 
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SECTION 1. 


Of the conmefted Plan of the SCRIPTURES 
385 with each other. 


Ir T is a Seeber iu 


inconceivable, that the inhabitants of 


ſo ſmall a portion of the world as 


poſing upon the reſt of mankind, 
which could prove ſo ſucceſsful, for 


deceit, and the world ſo fond of re- 
ceiving revelations from them, that 
at laſt, though the Der N of 


Judea, ſhould form a deſign for im- 


ſo many thouſand years together; 
that bey ſhould be ſuch maſters of 
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RF. 
that people diſclaimed the books, 
which ſome few, and thoſe the moſt 
unlearned among them, would impoſe 
for inſpired writings, — yet, —the au- 
thority of /be/e books ſhould be more 
acknowledged in all parts of the 
| world, than theſe had ever been, in 
which they all unanimouſly agreed ;— 
and that the reſt ſhould be received for 
the ſake of zbeſe, more than ever 
they had been upon their own account: 
which 1s the caſe of the books of the 
old and new Teſtament. —If the Jews 
(and theſe, too the meaneſt and moſt 
ignorant of them), could do this 
merely by their own wit and device, 
they | muſt have had a genius infi- 
nitely ſuperior to that of all man- 


kind beſides. For what imaginable 


reaſon is there, why the oracles of 
all the heathen nations ſhould never be 
much regarded, and now be in a 
manner, utterly loſt, and that the 
books of the Jews ſhould ſtill be 


1 l 
preſerved in their full authority; but 
the power and advantage of truth in 
theſe, and the want of it in thern? 


The evidence of this is moſt ob- 
ſervable, in the mutual dependence 
which all the parts of the ſcriptures 
have, one upon another. They were 
written by men of different countries, 
different ages, different conditions, 
callings, and intereſts, from the king 
to the poor fiſherman, and yet all 
carry on the ſame deſign. They are 
not like the oracles of the heathen 
Gods, which muſt ſtand or fall by 
themſelves; but there is an admirable 
ſeries, and connexion, between all the 
writings of the holy ſcriptures ; by 
which the ſeveral parts of them give 
a mutual ſupport and atteſtation to 
each other. The Pentateuch of Moſes 
contains the firſt lineaments, and 
types, and prophecies, of all that is 


1 100 J 

contained in the reſt: he foretold, that 
a ſucceſſion of prophets ſhould ariſe, 
and that at laſt the GREAT ProenerT 
ſhould be ſent, who is CaurisT ; he 
alſo foretold all that was to befal the 
Fews, from his own time, to the 
deſtruftion of Feruſaulem. And as 
Moſes has given us the general ſtate of 
the Jews, for all generations; ſo the 
ſeveral prophets, who were ſent from 
time to time, according to his pre- 
dictions, foretold particular events, 
and more eſpecially they foretold and 
deſcribed the times of the Goſpel. 
This was the great deſign of all Pro- 
phecies, and the thing that God had 
ſpoken by the Prophets, which have 
ce been ſince the world began.” For 
in CarrsT was the accompliſhment 
of all the types and prophecies 1 in = 
old Teſtament. 


T his dependence and coherence be- 
tween all the parts of the ſcriptures, 


1 
in the matter and deſign of them, 
which is as great as the dependence 
of one part of any book written by 
the ſame author, can be upon another, 
gives great ſtrength and confirmation 
to the whole; ſince it is an evidence, 
that it was all dictated by the ſame 
infallible Spixir; and that if one 
part of ſcripture be proved to be true, 
all muſt be eſteemed ſo.— If, for 
inſtance, the Pentateuch be once 
proved to be of divine authority, then 
the prophets who ſucceeded Moſes 
foretald the ſucceſſion of ſuch pro- 
phets: and if the prophecies and mi- 
racles of the prophets were divine, the 
Pentateuch muſt be ſo too; becauſe 
they all along acknowledged and 
appealed to it, as containing God's 
covenant with his people the Jews, 
and being therefore the ground and 
foundation of their own miſſion, If 


— e 
D ere _ 
© £242" a= 


1 

Moſes and the prophets be from God, 
the Goſpel muſt be from him, if that 
be foretold by them: and if the pro- 
phecies and miracles of our Saviour 
and his diſciples prove their divine 
authority, the writings of .Mo/es and 
the prophets muſt be likewiſe of the 
ſame authority; becauſe they acknow- 
ledge them for ſuch, and prove their 
own authority from them, as well as 
from the miracles that they themſelves 
performed. And if the prophecies 
and miracles either of Męſes or of the 
prophets, or of our Saviour and his 
apoſtles, taken by themſelves, and 
apart from the reſt, be ſufficient, they 
muſt needs be more convincing, when 
they are conſidered together, in their 

united force and import. 50 
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It might further be obſerved, that 
miracles without prophecies, or pro- 
phecies without miracles, or that one 


[ 103 ] 
evident miracle, or one evident pro- 
phecy ;—at leaſt, that either the mi- 
racles or prophecies of ſome one 
perſon in the ſeveral ages in which ſo 
many prophets lived would have been 
a ſufficient ground of faith ;—and 
that therefore they muſt all be much 
more ſo in conjunction: but it may 
be ſufficient to remember,—that what< 
ever evidence has been brought in 
proof of the divine authority of the 

books of Moſes and of the prophets, 
does reciprocally prove both the one 
and the other:—and that therefore 
whatever is brought from eicher of 
them in proof of the goſpel, has in 
reality the evidence of the e: 
and that the goſpel in different reſpects 
proves them, and 1s proved by them, 
both deriving authority from the 
books of the old Teſtament, and 
communicating its own authority to 
them. For as the cauſe may be 


„„ 
proved by its effect, and the effect by 


its cauſe, ſo both predictions prove 


the things foretold; and the accom- 
pliſhment of things foretold verifies 
the predictions; and miracles wrought 
in conſequence of prophecies concern- 
ing them, have doubly the divine ſeal 
and atteſtation. Now the Mgss1an is 


the ſcope and centre of the whole old 


Teſtament, as the Fews themſclves 
always underſtood it, and whatever 
teſtimony is produced from thence, 
brings with it the evidence of - the 
whole. And a like evidente is again 
reflected upon the whole old Teſta- 
ment, by the accompliſhment of any 
part of it in the new, and by the 
appeal which our Saviour and his 
Apoſtles uniformly made to it. 


— 


SECTTON U. 


Of the Perſon of our Blyſed SANO. 


and the PROPHECTES relating to fits 
BIR TH. 


Thar in the reign of the Roman 
Emperor Tiberius, there lived ſuch a 


perſon as Jesvus Chzisr, who ſuf- 


fered under Pontius Pilate, is expreſsly 
written by Tacitus ;*—that his life 
was not only moſt unblamable, but 


excellent in every poſſible ſpecies of 


moral virtue; that he cured diſeaſes, 
and wrought other miracles, was 
never denied by the moſt inveterate 
enemies to the Chriſtian name and 
doctrine. So that the ſubſtance of 


the hiſtory of the life and death of 


® Anaal. I. 15. e. 44. 


VOL. II. 5 K 


MN e er * 8, 
5 yh 
- SC — r . n 


* — . 
ae 12 
< Wil 


Ws *: [ 
. MY 
q 5 
* 
1 y 
= 4 
t * 75 
1 n 
. | 
_ 
7 75 
nA 
_ ? 
- *_ 1 
"WC 5 
* 
rey 
_ | 
H 1 U 
= + 
1 'M 
_ "= > 
_—. 
, ; f 
A 
. 4 
* 
i 
4 U 
b 1 
N * , 
8 e i 
f r 
4 o 
* 4 
1 
* AF 
* 
1 N — 
uy 
== Un 
2 
aa 
: * 
: l 
; £ TY 
- WY 
J. 
> 
1 
10 
. , i 
i 1 252 
5 
9 55 
5 Nv 
51S 
* 
9 
* 4 
9 
. 
8 1 
15 5 
1 
55 by 
RES 2, 
+2.3IF4 
bis 1 
\ 4s ' 
1 0 
= | 
N 1 
IF? 
: 1 
2 . 2 = 
1 2 
F; 
+> 37-44 
F351 
4 * 1 
"$3 
. ID; 
l 
1 1 
* Y 
=. 4 
y £44 
1 4 2 
** 14 
55 : IJ 
| 1 
+: \ 
1 
1 
5 1 
4 
4 
4 
« 


” —— ö 2 We 2 


rs 1] 
our Saviour, is acknowledged by our 
very adverfaries.—The divine nature 
of our bleſſed Sayiour is not what we 
are now conlidering.—We here ſpeak 
of kim only, as to the appearance, 
which he made amongſt mankind ; 
taking our obſervations from the 
accounts which the Evangeliſts give 
of him; which are confeſſed for the 
moſt part by Jeu and Heathens, and 
which deſerve at leaſt the ſame credit 
that all other hiſtories are entitled to, 
till they can be diſproved but 
which in the following ſections will 
appear to be indiſputably true. | 


This Jzsvs, thus innocent and holy 
both in his life and doctrine, as he is 
acknowledged to have been by all 
parties, was announced before his 
birth; and all the Prophecies concern- 
ing the Meſſiah were exactly, and in 
a wonderful manner, fulfilled in H1M. 


L 107 } 
Theſe prophecies concern his bir, 
his life, his death, his reſurrection, 


and aſcenſion. —What had been fore- 
told, concerning the birth of the 


Meſſiah was fulfilled in our Saviour. 
For this was preſignified in all the 
circumſtances of the time, and ghe 


place of it; and the perſon of whom 


he was born. | 


As for the time; by _— s pro- 


phecy,® the Meſfiah was to come 


about the time of the diſſolution of che 
Jewiſh government. The © Sceptre 
ce was not to depart from Judah. 
that is, the power and authority of 
the Jewiſh government was not to 
ceaſe, © until Shilo came,” which the 
ancient Jewiſh interpreters expounded 
of the coming of their Meſſiah, And 


the Jews among all their objections, 
never 9 againſt the time in 


„ Gen, „ir. 10. 
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I 
. our Saviour came into the 


world; but many of them have con- 
feſſed that the Meſſiah was born at 
that time, and add, that becauſe of 
their ſins, he has concealed himfelf 
ever ſince 11. | 
Certain it 1s, that ſoon after our 
Saviour's coming, Jeruſalem was de- 
ſtroyed, an end put to the whole Jewiſh 


ceconomy ; the Jews diſperſed ; and 


under ſevere penalties forbidden to 
come to their deſolate and ruined city, 
or ſo much as to look upon Zion, 


| the city of their ſolemnities, unlefs it 
were once every year to lament over 


their calamity :—and thar they have 
ever ſince been a wandering and 
deſ piſed 93 


I t was foretold by the prophets 
Haggai and Malachi, that he ſhould 


* Munſter de Meſſia. 


{10g 1 
come before the deſtruction of the 
ſecond temple and the deſtruction 
of this temple was foretold by Daniel, 
with the preciſe time of our Saviour's 
coming. And to manifeſt | to the 
world that CHRIST is come, and that 


therefore the Jewiſh worſhip and 
government is utterly at an end (as 


the prophets had foretold), God 


has been pleaſed in ſo miraculous 


and terrible a manner to ſhew, that 
he will not ſuffer their temple to be 
rebuilt; as has been ſeveral times 
experienced, when they have attempted 
to rebuild it; particularly in that 
well-known inſtance, when, with the 


favour and encouragement of Julian 


the apoſtate, they ſet about the under- 


taking, —And whereas the Meſſiah 
was avowedly to come to the ſecond 


_ temple, they have now for ſo many 


hundred years had no temple” at t all 


for him to come to. 
R 2 1 5 3 42; . 
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As the time of CanrsT's birth was 
Gretel Dy the prophets, ſo was the 
Face Hkewäſe, namely, — 
and chat, by f rapge and. ſingular a 
movigence, as anne but — 
; much Matter OY W 


Fer r i e ade 1 
1 that there went gut 3. degree; r 
* Galan Auguſtus chax all they 
«, ſnould be taxed.“ and oo 
according: to their families 3 * and 
«- all went to be: taxed; every ane into 
* his hn city,” into the city, which 

belonged to his lineage and family. 
©«, Joſeph alſo. went up from Galiles 
- 4. ont of the city of Nazare/h: into 
« Juda, unto the city of David, 
* which is called Berblabem (becauſe: 
be: Was of the houſe and lineage of 
David) to be taxed with Mary his 
_ © eſpouſed/ wife, being great with 
« child; and fo it was, that while 
« they were there, the days were 


p09, 

ce accompliſhed, that ſhe ſhould be 
« delivered.” *— —Here we ſe, that 
their going from Nazareth, ta Berble- 
bem was, not in the leaſt dgſigned by 
che virgin Mary and Jgſeph, but they 
were obliged to go thither by a new. 
and ſtrange decree. of the Einperor. 
And. accordingly thither they went, 
at the command of an Heathen Prince; 
and, ſuch a command as had. never 
been given out at any time before ; 

the virgin Mary forced upon a long 
and tedious journey, at an vnſeaſonable 
time . of the year, being. then, great 
with child, and therefore very. unfit 
for ſuch a Journey, and not in a con- 
dition to have the leaſt inelination or 
thought « of undertaking, i it. At that 
very time was ſhe delivered of her ſon. 
—All theſe circumſtances, ſo wonder-- 
fully concurring, bave ſomething more 
convincing in them, e well, what 
expreſſed. 


» Luke ii. 1, &c. 


[ 112 3 
And by the ſame ſpecial providence 
it came to paſs, not only that this 
prophecy was fulfilled concerning his 
being born at Bethlehem, but that 
it ſhould be regiſtered in the public 
records-of the Empire : which Juſtin 
Martyr and Tertullian appeal to, for 
the proof of \ it: and St. Chry/e oſtom 
mentions them as being extant at 
| Rome in his time, near four hundred 
years after our Saviour s birth. His 
being born there, proves that he Was 
of the ſeed of David, as it was Pro- 
pheſied that the Meſſiah ſhould be: 
for the decree requited, that all ſhould | 
reſort to the city of their lineage or 
family, and Bethlehem was the city of 
David. — So that from our Saviour” s 
being born at Bethlehem, and that by 
ſo remarkable a providence, without 
any human foreſight or deſig gn,, we 


have two evident proofs that he is 
the Cnkisr: —he was of the ſeed 


E 
of David, and he was born at Bet h- 
lebem: this too was atteſted by the 
public records, or cenſual tables at 
Rome, which were often appealed to 
for the truth of it, and were remain- 
ing to be conſulted for ſeveral hundred 
years afterwards, 5 b 


The per/on of whom our Saviour 
was born, had been likewiſe foretold. 
For not only the time of his birth, that 
it was to be before the deſtruction of 
the temple ; and the place, that it was 
to be at Bethlehem ; but the tribe of 
which he was to be born, the tribe of 
Judab; and the family, the family of 
David; and the very perſan, that ſhe 
was to be © a virgin; all were par- 
ticularly foretold by the prophets, and 
accordingly expected at that time by 
the Fews, 


Jaiab and Feremiah had propheſied 
that the Meſſiah ſhould be born of a 


l 114 1 

virgin; and ſo their prophecies had 
been underſtood by the ancient Fews, 
And that © a virgin” ſhould bear a 
fon, can ſeem incredible to no man, 
who will but conſider, that the Gop 
of nature cannot be ' confined to the 
laws of his on inſtitution : and that 
to make man of the duſt of the earth, 
or by other means than by natural 
generation, as the firſt man and 
woman mult certainly be made (whats 
ever Hypotheſis be admitted), is as 
unaccountable, and as unn 
this can be. 


But this virgio was to be 00 
to Jgſepb, a juſt and good man, both 
that he might be her ſecurity and pro- 
tection, and likewiſe aſſiſting to her, 


in her care and tenderneſs for the 


bleſſed infant ; and alſo, that he, 
who was moſt concerned to make the 
diſcovery, if it had been otherwiſe, 


1 
might teſtify to the world, that an 


« angel from heaven” had fatisfied 


bim, that ſhe was with child of the 
HoLy Gnosr. And though Joſeph 
ce not being willing to make her a 
* public example, was minded to 
« put her away privily,” yet this 
ſhews, that, if it had proved as he at 
firſt ſuſpected, he was not one, who 
would have been inſenſible of the 


injury: and it is a good evidence that 


there was nothing 20 be objected, when 
there was nothing that even * 
could object. . "PRE 


On the contrary, he himſelf 22 
that the © angel of God appeared unto 
«* him in a dream,” ſaying, Jeſeph 
© thou ſon of David, fear not to take 
« unto thee Mary, thy wife; for 
te that which is conceived in her, is 
“ of the HoLy GHOST.“ ' Moreover 


his carrying the infant into Egypt at 
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44080 1 
another appearance of an angel, and 
the whole of his behaviour ſhews, 
that as he was the moſt competent 
perſon to deliver this meſſage of the 
angel to the world, ſo he was the 
moſt zealous and forward aſſerter of 
this article of our faith. 


Thus we ſee that the time, and place, 
of our Saviour's nativity, and the 
perſon of whom he was born, are 
evident proofs of his being the CHRIST, 
c who ſhould come into the world.” 
—He was to be born while. the 
ſecond temple ſtood ; he was to be 
born at Bethlehem, and he was to be 
born of a virgin of the tribe of Fudab, 
and of the lineage of David ;—all 
which moſt exactly agree in the birth 
of our bleſſed Saviour. 


SECTION III. 
07 4 PRC OP E EC I E A. 3 to the 
LIFE of the MESSTAH. 


Taz Prophecies concerning the 
life of the Meſſiah, were fulfilled f in 


our Saviour, —The meanneſs, and 


obſcurity, and ſorrows of it, are thus 
expreſſed” oy the prophet | Laiab. * 


« He ſhall grow up as a tender plant, 


* and as a root out of a dry g ground: 
« he hath nd form nor comelineſs: 


« and when we Hall ſee him, there 
« is no beauty, that we ſhould deſire 


155 him. He | is deſpiſed and rejected 


of men, a man of forrows, and 


e acquainted with grief; and we hid 


« as it were our faces from him ;— 


„ Ifai, | Un. 23. 
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& he was deſpiſed and we eſteemed 
e him not.” —His meekneſs and 
patience are alſo deſcribed;* He 
« ſhall not cry, nor lift up, nor 
te cauſe his voice to be heard in the 
« ſtreet; a bruiſed reed ſhall he not 
ce break, and the ſmoaking flax ſhall 
ce he not quench ; he ſhall bring forth 
ce judgment unto truth; he ſhall 
46 not fail nor be diſcour aged, till he 


cc have ſet judgment in the earth, and 


ce the iſles ſhall wait for his law.“ 
His abode was to be chiefly in 


Calilee, f and accordingly, he was 
brought up at Nazareth, and dwelt at 


Rn ;—both cities of Galilee. 


His miracles are every where incul 
cated by the Prophets; and this was 
ſo well underſtood by the Jews of 


that time, that many of the people 


* Iſai. xlii. 2, 3». 4+ 
T Ifai. 1 IX, I, Matth. IV. 14. 


1 9 I 
believed in him, upon account of his 
miracles, and ſaid, © when CHRIST 
« cometh,” ſhall he do greater mira- 
« cles than theſe, which this man 
ce hath done ?” and when St. John the 
Baptift ſent two of his diſciples to 
to enquire of our Saviour, whether 
he were © the ChRISsT, he gives 
them no other anſwer, but that they 
ſhould acquaint Jobn with what they 
had « ſeen and heard; that the blind 
5 ſaw, the lame walked, the lepers 
« were cleanſed, the deaf heard, 
er the dead were raiſed, to the p 
te the goſpel was preached.“ Which 


was the litera fulfilling of the Pro 
phecy of Jaiab; * and it was the very 
character which: all the prophets had 
given of the Meſſiah, —St. John the 
Baptin, whom all men believed to be 
a Prophet, had before declared Jesvs. 


to be the py aj ages col now he 
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Iai. xxxv. 5, 6. 
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[ 120 ] 
ſent two of his diſciples to enquire of 
him, not for his own, but for their 


ſatisfaction and conviction, that he 


might be witneſſes, how the prophecies 
were fulfilled in him. And both the 
preaching and baptiſm of John were 


preparatory to that of Cunlsr, and 
were 8 of oretime 175 the 


we ede e 


Mfrs fs 


yore Fahey of Jab, the 
r Ghost gave witneſs to CHRIST, 
viſibly deſcending on him at his hap- 
tiſm, with a voice 15 heaven, Pro- 
nouncing thoſe noted words, prophe- 
tically delivered ibefure concerning the 
Meſſiah, which were always under - 
ſtood by the Jews to be meant of 


IM.“ The. ſame voice was again 


repeated, though nqt ſo publicly as 
third time, there came a voice to him 
from heaven, in the hearing of all 


f I TE. 
W — > * [i 
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* Matt. 111. 13.—1 xvii. 5. ii Pet. i. 7. 


F ans 7J 

the people. (“ Father, glorify thy 
«© name.) I have both gloriſied 
tc it, and will glorify it again.”* —By 
the Hojannas of the multitude, and 
even of the children, and by his 
driving the buyers and ſellers out of 
the temple, ſeveral known-prophecies 

concerning the Meſſiah were 3 
n " 362 Th 17 11 l 
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SECTION IV: 


— vn————————_— 


Of PROPHECITES. as 10 fs Ds. Ark. 


Tas E types on 3 con- 
cerning the death of the Meſſiah, were 
fulfilled in our Saviour. His death 
was foretold both in the writings of 
the oo wg and 46h en en 


John xii. PR Matth. x1, 16. John i. ii. 177. 
L. 2 


an = 
actions, which repreſented and pre- 
figured his death, with. the manner 
and circumſtances of it: and this 
was one method or kind of prophe- 
fying, by the reſemblance: of actions 
and things, as well as by deſcriptions 
in words. Thus Abraham's offering 
up of Jſaac was a type of CHRIST's 
being offered up upon the croſs; and 
and Jaac's carrying the wood upon 
his ſhoulders, was a type of CHRIS T's 
carrying his croſs.— The lifting, up 
of the brazen ſerpent in the wilderneſs, 
was a type of CRHRIST's being lifted 
up, and the paſchal lamb was a plain 
type of the ſacrifice of CRRISTHBJ 
CHRIST alſo was ſacrificed upon the 
croſs, at the very time of the paſſover. 
A bone of him was not broken, 
which was typified of him in the 
paſchal lamb; the breaking of his legs 
was prevented by his voluntarily 
giving up the ghoſt, when he had ſo 
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[ 423 ] 


much ſtrength and vigour after all his 
pains, as to cry out with, a loud 
voice ; which, by the courſe of nature, 
one who had endured fo much before, 
and had hung bleeding and languiſn- 
ing for three hours at leaſt upon the 
croſs, till he expired by the force and 
extremity of his torments, could 0 
have done ;—and his being dead 
ſooner than was expected, and ſooner 
than the malefactors were, - cauſed the 
fulfilling this prophetical type,“ “ a 
bone of him ſhall not be broken.“ 
And as the fulfilling of theſe ſeveral 
types concurred in the perſon of our 
Saviour, ſo was this brought to paſs 
by the malice and cruelty of his 
enemies, and of thoſe very Jes, who 
had always underſtood theſe types 
as relating to the Meſſiah, 


The i in like manner 
were accompliſhed in him, not by 


* Exod, xii. 46. Numb. ix. 12. 


124. ] 
any deſign or contrivance of his own, 
but by the mere envy and malice of 
his murderers. He was betrayed by 
one of his own diſciples, as it had 
been foretold of him. The thirty 
pieces of ſilver, for which he was 
betrayed, were by the chief prieſts 
given to buy the potter's field, by 
which was fulfilled a noted prophecy. 
Our Saviour was buffeted and ſpit 
upon, according to a prophecy of 
Jaiabh; — he had vinegar given him + 
to drink, mingled with gall, and his 
garments were parted among the 
ſoldiers by caſting lots; —all which 
was foretold ; 4 - they ef a 


* Pi. 3 Joha zl. 18. 

+ The Seripture ſays, by means of a ſponge 
put upon a reed. —Quzre, whether what is 
tranſlated a reed were not à Y77ir of one of the 
centurions, who are particularly mentioned i in 
the only goſpels, where the calamos is noticed. 
With this inſtrument alſo was our Saviour 
beaten. Mark xv. 19. See Ie. dat. 


xiv. 193. 
I Pſ. xxii. 18. Ixix. 31 


! 


hands and his feet, by crucifixion ;j— 
a puniſhment never uſed among the 
Jews ; -—which yet it had been foretold 
ſhould be inflicted on Cuxisr, many 
ages | before it was known t to them.— 
This prophecy could not have been 
ful filled, unleſs He had | been delivered 
up to the Romans, a people who had 
no being in the world, for divers ages 
after this prediction and no other 
nation, as muſt be obſerved, had 
this kind of puniſhment 3 among them, 
of faſtening men to a croſs with nails, 
thruſt through their hands and ſeet.— 
They that paſſed by reviled him, in a 


the words of the Pagan: 5 and in 
his. 2gony he cried out in the very 
| words of the fame pſalm.*—His 
death was voluntary ;—for though 1 it 
Was in the power of his enemies to 
crueify him, yet his life was in his 
own power, * he religned | in the 


- 5 * 


* Pf. xx. 1, 7, 3. 
n CENT 4 
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words of another Pſalm ;*—and he 
cauſed another prophecy to be ful- 
filled, by dying at that very point of 
time; which, if his death had been 
deferred a little longer, had not been 
fulfilled :—for the ſoldiers broke the 
legs of the two others that were cru- 
cified with him, but finding him 
dead, they broke not his legs; though 
one of them ſuſpefting that he could 
not be fo ſoon dead, Pierced his f de, 
to try whether he were really dead or 
not; by which that ſcripture was 
fulfilled, . which faith, they ſhall 
% look on him whom they pierced, 't 
which text the ancient Jews inter- 
preted of the Meſſiah.— T he fifty- 
third chapter of Jaiab is a clear de- 
ſcription of our Saviour's Paion 
almoſt in every circumſtance of it. 
« He was deſpiſed | and "rejected of 


&« men, a man of ſorrows, and 


* XXxXi. $.——Þ John xix. 34. Zach. xii. 10. 


L ww 


4 acquainted with grief; he was 


« wounded for our tranſgreſſions, and 


c 


brujſed for our iniquities; he was 
« oppreſſed, and he was afflicted, yet 
« he opened not his mouth; he was 
« brought as a lamb to the ſlaughter, 
« and as a ſheep before her ſhearers 
* is dumb, ſo he opened not his 
e mouth; his ſilence being taken 
ſpecial notice of by Pilate himſelf; 
and his meekneſs towards Judas, his 
moſt ungrateful diſciple, is wonderful 
beyond all example. © He made his 
« grave with the rich in his death ;” 
—though he died in that ſhameful 
manner, under the imputation of ſo 
much wickedneſs, yet Foſeph of Ari- 


mathea, an honourable counſellor, was 


ſuffered by Pilate to bury him, which 
he did in his own new tomb. © He 
« was numbered with the tranſgreſ- 
« ſors * and in that ſenſe he © made 
« his grave alſo with the wicked,” 
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bein g 1 between two 3 ; 
and ſo was not only reputed a male- 
factor, and underwent the puniſhment 
of tranſgreſſors, but was s executel at 
| buried 8 they were. « "Ba made 
cc interceſſion for the. tranſ. greſſors, 
for the, penitent thief; in particular, 
whom he promiſed, that he ſhould 
be. with him that day in Paradiſe; 
and for his perſecutors themſelves, 
praying that they might be forgiven. 
The prophecies of this chapter are ſo 
very plainly and directly fulfilled, that 
even a child might well apply them to 
the paſſion of Jesvs Cuxlsr. 7 


1 hus were the prophecies concern- 
ing CurisT's birth, and life, and 
death, accompliſhed exactly in our 
bleſſed Saviour: ſo many, that they 
could not be matter of chance; and 
— for cheir fulfilment ſo 


L 129. 1 
much upon the words and actions of 
others,. even his bittereſt enemies, 
that it could proceed from no contri- 
dance, Or deſign, of him, or his diſ- 
ciples.“ 
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Of CHRIST foretold as KING. 


O NE of the moſt glorious charac- 
ters, by which the Meſſiah was de- 
ſcribed by the prophets, was, that he 
ſhould be their prince and xing; and 
this led the Jews into that fatal miſ- 
take of a temporal Meſſiah: for 


The prophecies relatin g to his reſurrection 
and aſcenſion, will be ſeen hereafter. 
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8 Meſiab, or ae ſignifies — as 
well as prophet, or prieſt, (in which 
three offices unction was uſed), and 
they were all united in our Saviour, 
who was the Mess1an, anointed, and 
inaugũrated by the deſcent of the 
Holy GarosT upon him in a viſible 
ſhape, and with a diſtinct and audible 
voice declaring him to be'the Son of 


God. And that all the world might 


know our Saviour to be *the king of 
_ © the Jews,” that title was fixed upon 
his croſs in three ſeveral languages, 


the moſt known tongues then in the 
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15 world that no nation might be 
ignorant, that Cars, — Kae 4 king of 
et the Jews” was then crucified; For 
Pilate would not alter the inſcription ; 
but though , they had alarmed him 
> "before by obſerving to him, that it 
was treaſon againſt Cſar to call any 
one king beſides him, yet when they 
would now have had him change the 


„ 

inſcription, and have written only, 
« that he ſaid, I am king of the 
« Jews,” Pilate gave a ſhort and' 
reſolute anſwer, * © what 1 have written, 
« ] have Written; how much oever 
it were at his peril to provoke a mali- 
cious incenſed people, in a point, 
wherein they thought the honour and 
ſafety of their nation ſo much con- 
cerned; and in a point, which could not 
but be exceeding tender to: ſo jealous 
an emperor as Tiberius. — But Pilate 
had ſuffered himſelf to be carried too 
far already againſt his-own conſcience, 
and had ſhewn great averſion to their 
proceedings, 1 in the whole management 
of the trial; and the ſame providence, 1 
which had ordered every circumſtance a ; i 
to the manifeſtation of the truth, and 1 
the conviction both of Jews and 
Gentiles, now fo diſpoſed this remark- 
able particular, that the Kft period or 

his life, in oppoſition to all the male- 


* 


7 6 4 + 
volence of the Jews, ſhould be adorned 
and dignified with his true title and 
character, under which he had been 


foretold by the prophets—in Capital 
letters upon his croſs. 
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SECTION VL 
— 


f 


Of our SAVIOUR' PROPHECIES. 


Bo our bleſſed Saviour was 388 
ſied of by all the prophets, who were 
before him, ſo he was himſelf “ the 
„ great PROPHET” that was to come. 
At the time of his being in the world, 
he was erpected of the Jeuos; ;—and 
he fulfilled that prediction by. the 
many eminent prophecies which he 
ſpake.—He foretold the treachery of 
Judas, and (knew from the beginning 


1 


er who it was that ſhould betray him ;” 
he foretold the man ner of his own 
death ,—by crucifixion; though the 


Jews often ſought opportunities to put 


him to death privately; and that was a 
kind of puniſhment which the Jews 
could not inflict : but if they had 


killed him themſelves, and had not 
brought him to the Roman judicature, 


they would have done it by ſtoning 
him, as they murdered St. Stephen. — 

He foretold all the circumſtances of his 
ſufferings, that © he ſhould be de- 


« livered unto the chief prieſts, and 


ce unto the ſcribes, and that they 


" ſhould condemn him to death ; yet 


« that they ſhould not take away his 
life themſelves, but ſhould deliver 


oy 


c 


et him to the Gentiles, and that they 
e ſhould mock him, and ſhould 


er ſcourge him, and ſhould ſpit upon 
him, and ſhould kill him; and that 
B 2 
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L 
« he would riſe again the third day,“ 


which his enemies took ſuch notice 
of, that they uſed all their (vain) 


endeavours to prevent it.—He declared 


that he would go unto the Father, by 
his aſcenſion. x He aſſured his diſci- 


ples, that his goſpel ſhould be preached 
over © the whole world,” and that 


ane particular action, which they were 
offended at, of the woman who 
anointed his head, ſhould never be 


omitted, whereſoever that ſhould be 


preached. — He declared, that there 


mould ariſe falſe Chriſts and falſe pro- 
phets; but that his religion ſhould 


prevail againſt all the oppoſition 


vwhich it would meet with, and that 


it ſhould continue to the end of the 
world. — He foretold the denial of St. 
Peter, and the manner of his martyr- 
dom; and both were — to 


* Mark X. 342.— John xiv. 18. 
1 John vi. 62. 


E 
St. Peter himſelf, — his denial too, 
but a very little while before it came 
to paſs; — when St. Peter looked upon 
it as a thing impoſſible ;—he, who 


alone could have it in his power to 


hinder it.— He propheſied of the de- 
ſtruction of Jeruſalem, which came 
to paſs about forty years after his own 
death, within the compaſs of that 
generation, as he had foretold :* the 
very foundations of the temple: and 
city being deſtroyed, and the ground 
ploughed up, ſo that not one ſtone 
was left upon another, of all the 
magnificent buildings of the temple, 
which the diſciples ſo much admired, 
when our Saviour told them, that 


this ſhould be the fate of that glorious 


pile. —And when Julian, t with a 
deſign to defeat this prophecy, endea- 
voured to have it rebuilded, both the 

works and workmen were miracu- 


* Joſephus * e. 18.— 7 Sozom. I, 5. Co 21 
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louſly deſtroyed by a fire burſting out 
of the ground. —Tactus* menti tions 
the prodigies preceding the deſtruc- 
; tion of Feruſalem ; and in Jo oſepbus we 
read of all the portentous ſigns, and 
| wonders, whether in. heaven or on 
earth, and of all the calamities, whe- 
ther by peſtilence, famine, or ſword, 
which our Saviour had foretold : — 
the inhabitants falling by the edge of 
the ſword, and being led away captive 
into all nations ;—the chief place of 
ſecurity being the mauntainous part of 
Judea, as our Lord foreſaw, and 
foretold, when he adviſed his diſci ples 
to © flee to the mountains.” And 
what Dion Cali. us relates in the reigns 
of Claudius, Nero, J. itellius, and Titus, | 
may ſerye as a comment upon our 
Saviour' S prophecy : :—for there were 
7 kame and beſtilences, . fearful 


Tacitus . 5 . eee, Matt. xxiv. 16. 20. 
1. Luke xxi. 31, 25, 26. 


! 

ſights, and ſigns, from heaven, and 
« great earthquakes, - the ſea and 
« waves roaring :—the ſun darkened, 
« and the moon not giving her light: 
« men's hearts failing them through 
« fear, and for looking after thoſe 
« things which were PROS on the 
« earth. | | 


c 


 CanrrsT promiſed to ſend the Hol vy 
Gnosr | upon his diſciples with a 
power of working, Miracles, of pro- 
pheſying, and ſpeaking with new 


tongues: and this was to be beſtowed 


upon them at Jeruſalem; from whence 


they were commanded by him not to 


depart, till the promiſe had been 
fulfilled; which was to be © not many 


« days” after his aſcenſion. —And ö 


accordingly it come to paſs but ten 
days after, on the feaſt of Pentecoſt. 
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O UR Saviour's miracles verified 
the prophecies which had been de- 
clared concerning the Meſſiah. —For 
the ow?” epected, rhatithe Mefffah 
 thould® manifeſt himſelſ bys miracles 
tõ the world às they concluded from 
their ancient prophets. And there- 
fore John the Baptiß did no mira- 
kles, that he might not be miſtaken 
for the Meſſiah; of whom miracles 
were to be 4 principal token to diſ- 
finguiſh him. CHRIS T's miracles 

re performed · in the midſt of his 
enemies, and extorted a confeſſion in 
the devils theinſelves of his divine 
power: and they were of that nature, 


” 
* * 


kw 201 Ell 1 1 
chat it ws as impoſſible ys thoſe 
. perſons. before ,whom. they Were 


"_ to be. ; impoſed upon by 


1 


. une e to be performed 


Bat all, but by the, immediate power 
of G0. — The miracle of the loaves 


and fiſhes was twice repeated; and 
the perſons who were witneſſes to it, 
were at one time < five thouſand 
men, beſides women and children,“ 
and at the other, ce four thouſand men, 
ce beſides women and children.“ 
e een on % . 139179 
[- The? miracles i N Were fo 
many, and ſo public, and undeniable, 
that St. Peter appeals to the Jews 
themſelves, declaring that * Jzsus 
of Nazareth was. a man approved 
« of God among them, by Miracles, 
< and; wonders, and ſigns, Which 
© God did by him in the midſt 


et of them, as they themſelves alſo. 
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cc knew. The nobleman's ſon was 


cured at a diſtance: the multitude 
were witneſſes to the requeſt he made 
to our Saviour, and to our Saviour's 
anſwer upon it; and the nobleman's 
family were witneſſes that the cure 
ö was effected ar that very time.— He 
caſt devils out of one who was known 
to have been long © poſſeſſed,” and 
ſuffered them to go into the herd of 
ſwine.— He cured the leproſy, and 
ſent the perſon healed to the prieſt, as 
the law required, that by inſpection 
he might examine whether it were a 
perfect cure or no.— He gave fight 
: to one born blind; and this, upon = 
examination was atteſted to the Pha- 
| riſees themſelves. Sometimes he made 
© the blind to ſce, only by touching 
their eyes ; at other times, he did but 
*command them to receive their ſight. 
Lazarus was raiſed to life again, after 


i 


As ih 22. 


t 
he had been dead four days, before ſo 


many witneſſes, that the Scribes and 


Phariſees were not able to contradict 
the truth of it, but were mightily 
enraged againſt him for it, and con- 
ſulted to put Lazarus to death, becauſe 
many were induced to believe in 


Cnkisr, by reaſon of ſo great and 


manifeſt a miracle. And not to enu- 
merate all that are recorded of him; 
neither the Jews of that age, nor 
their poſterity, have denied that He 


did perform miracles; —which was 
confeſſed alſo by Julian the Apoſtate. 


The circumſtances of theſe, and the 
reſt of our Saviour's miracles, ſhev ed 


that they were really performed, and 


that they were wrought with in- 
tent and deſign, to prove him to be 
the CüRISsT. Nothing leſs than a 
divine power could have effected them; 
and Gop would never have ſuffered 
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them to be wrought, to ſanction an 


impoſture to the world, under his own 
name and authority, 


* 7 
a 
* * m = —_ — 
< b E 


SECTIQN VIII. 


CD POL I 
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Of CHRIS T's RESURRECTION 


and ASCENSION. 


Th E reſurrection of our bleſſed Sa- 
viour was foreſhewn by David.“ And 
it was prefigured by the type of aac's 
deliverance, when he had been offered 
up by Abraham, who both believed 
ce that God was able to raiſe him up 
© even from the dead, and received 
ce him alſo from thence in a figure. 
It was alſo typified by Jenab's deliver- 
ance, after being three days and three 


. 


* Pfal. xvi, 8,——+ Heb, xi. 19. 


[ 143 ] 
nights in the whale's belly.* Our 
Saviour roſe, as he foretold he would 
do, on the third day, including the day 
of burial. — He was three days and 
three nights 1n the grave (that 1s three 
natural days) according to the com- 
putation of the Jews : for they com- | 
puted incluſively any part of the day, 
in which an event happened,. for the 
whole ;—a mode of reckoning uſed 
by them for the circumciſion of their 
children, and upon other occaſions. 
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For the certainty of the reſurrection, ' 
the Apoſtles in a body offered them- 
ſelves as witneſſes, to teſtify this article. 
of our faith: © This Jesus hath Gob 
« raiſed up, whereof we are all wit- 
ce neſſes.” And who could have been 
conſidered as more competently quali- 
tied to give teſtimony to the fact? — 

For, —firſt; they could not but have. | 


„ Matth. xii. 49. 5 
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_ 2} 
had certain knowledge of the thing, to 
which they were witneſſes, and could 
not be deceived themſelves in it : — 


Secondly ; they would not deceive 
others; having no temptation to do ſo, 


but acting, as they did herein, againſt 


all the intereſts and advantages of this 
world: — 


Thirdly; they alledge ſuch cir- 
cumſtances, as made it impoſſible for 
them to deceive thoſe, to whom they 
teſtified the truth of CHRIS T's reſur- 
rection, even if they had ever ſo much 
the mind to do ſd.— And when men 
reſtify things, which they have ſuch 
means and opportunities of knowing, 
as make it impoſſible for them to be 
miſtaken in them; when they can 


have no advantage but by telling the 


truth, and can expect nothing but 
ſufferings from it, in this life ; when 


I 145 J 
they produce ſuch circumſtances as put 


it out of their own power to deceive ; 
and ſuch as thoſe, before whom they 


ſpeak, may, and muſt, know to be 
falſe, if they be ſo, we need not 
be ſcrupulous in admitting evidence 
reſting upon ſuch unexceptionable 
grounds as theſe. 


The notion which the Jews had of 


a reſurrection, was only that of the 
laſt day.* There was indeed a rumour 
raiſed by ſome, that John the Bapti// 
had riſen from the dead, and afterwards 


wrought thoſe miracles, which were 


done by Car1sT, under the name of 
 Feſus of Nazareth; as Herod's guilty 
fears inclined him to believe. Others 
ſad that one of the old Prophets was 
_ riſen again. } But both theſe reports 
the diſciples knew to be falſe; and 


M John Xt}, 24.— Luke ix. 7.— 19. 
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therefore had little reaſon, from ſuch 
groundleſs miſtakes, to entertain a 
belief, contrary to the general opinion 
of the Jews, of © an immediate re- 
« ſurrectionꝰ of any one from the 
dead. And whatever was ſaid of any 
other reſurrection, beſides that at the 
day of judgment, they looked upon 
it to be meant only in alluſion to that: 
they © queſtioned one with another, 
what the riſing from the dead ſhould 
«© mean; they wunderſlood not that 


& ſaying, and were afraid to ak 


* him.“ 


The apoſtles therefore, and other 
diſciples, were ſo far from being cre- 
dulous, or forward to believe. the 


reſurrection of CHRIS from the dead, 


that they were not only inquiſitive, and 
careful not to be impoſed upon, but 
they were exceedingly diffident and 
diſtruſtful. The women that went 


to the ſepulchre, were ſo far from 


C63 | 


expecting to find him riſen from the 
dead, that they carried" with them a 


preparation of ſpices to embalm his 


body :—ard, not finding his body, 
they were much © perplexed” at it; 
not recollecting the words which 
Jzsus had ſpoken to them, concerning 
the reſurrection, till the two men, 
(angels) who ſtood by them in ſhining 
garments, had brought them to their 
remembrance.* 


But when they © returned from the 
« ſepulchre and told all theſe things to 
ce the eleven, and to all the reſt, their 
« words ſeemed to them as idle tales, 
« and they believed them not.” f And 
Mary Magdalen herſelf, though ſhe 
had ſeen this viſion, yet went to them 
with this complaint, “they have 


te taken away the Lord out of the 
« ſepulchre, and we know not where 


Luke XXIV. 4, 8. 1 9. 1. 
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te they have laid him.” Then, © Peter 
« ran to the ſepulchre, and ſtooping 
« down, beheld the linen cloths laid 
cc by themſelves, and departed, won- 
« dering in himfelf, at that which was 
& come to paſs.” St. John ran to 
the ſepulchre at the ſame time, and 
going into it, © ſaw and believed ;”— 
but he declares, that © as yet they 
« knew not the ſcripture, that he 
et muſt riſe again from the dead.” * 
And when Mary Magdalen, having 
converſed with our Saviour (whom 
ſhe took for the gardener), became 
convinced of the reſurrection, and told 
the diſciples, —< they believed not.” + 


When our Saviour appeared to the 
two diſciples, in the way to Emmans, 
he found them reaſoning and talking 
together of all thoſe things which had 
happened, and they were forrowful at 


John xx. 8, 9. — 1 Mark xvi. 2 


1 249. J 


the thoughts of them, and when he 


enquired the reaſon, they gave him 
ſuch an account, as ſhews the doubtful 
and. deſponding ſentiments they had 
of their preſent condition; inſomuch 
that he anſwers them, with a ſevere 
rebuke, © O fools, and ſlow of heart 
« to believe all that the prophets have 
ce ſpoken.” —Afterwards, when theſe 
two were convinced. theraſelves, and 
told the reſt what had happened, 
« neither believed they them.” And. 
when, immediately upon this, Jesus 
ſtood in the midſt of them, they were 
not only terrified and affrightened, and. 
ſuppoſed they had ſeen a ſpirit ;—- 
and when he ſpoke to them, and 
diſcourſed with them, < why are ye 
«© troubled, and why do thoughts 
« ariſe in your hearts? behold my 
e my hands and my feet, that it is 


« I MySELF; handle me and ſee; for 


* a ſpirit hath not fleſh and bones as 
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te ye ſee me have,” and then © ſhewed 

« them his hands and his feet; — 

yet after all this, © they believed not, 

ce for joy, but wondered; and were 

not ſettled in their belief of what they 

had ſeen and heard, till he took meat 

and did eat before them. Then © he 

« opened their underſtandings, that 

they might underſtand the ſcrip- 

© tures, and declared them the wit- 
« hefles of his reſurrection.” —* And 

© YE are WITNESSES of theſe things,” * 
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After all theſe proofs, St. Thomas, 
one of the Twelve, not being with 
them when Jeſus had . appeared to 
them, the other diſciples told him, 
that they © had ſeen the Lord ;” but 
he was peremptory and reſolute in it, 
that he would not believe him to be 
alive again, except he ſhould “ ſee 
in his hands the print of the nails, 


* Luke xxiv. 48. 
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« and put his finger into the print of 
cc the nails, and thruſt his hand into 
« his ſide.” After eight days, Jeſus 
carne to them again, and to convince 
St. Thomas, and take away all poſſible 
pretences of incredulity for the future, 
he grants 'him the ſatisfaction he 
deſired, and ſays unto him, © reach 
« hither thy finger and behold my 
« hands, and reach hither thy hand 
« and thruſt it into my ſide, and be 
ce not faithleſs but believing.” And 
St. Thomas, who before was ſo doubt- 
ful, is now fully convinced by this 
irrefragable evidence, and breaks out 
into this confeſſion,—“ my Lord and 


© my Gap !''* 


Thus did CarrsT © ſhew himſelf 
& alive to his Apoſtles, after his paſſion, 
« by many infallible proofs ; being 
« ſeen of them forty days,” and not of 


„ john xx. 27, 28. 
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them only, but of © above five hun- 
« dred brethren at once.” *—But the 
Apoſtles were his choſen © witneſſes, 
ce who did eat and drink with him, 
ce after he roſe from the dead.” And 
when he aſcended into heaven, he was 
taken up while they were in his pre- 
ſence, and conveyed in a cloud out of 
their ſight; and - whilit they were 
looking up after him ſteadfaſtly into 
heaven, two angels ſtood by them, 
and aſſured them, that as he aſcended 
into heaven, ſo he ſhall in like man- 
ner come down from thence, hereafter, 

to judge the world, 


The aſcenſion of Cunnrsr into hea- 
ven was prefigured by the High- 
Prieſt's entering yearly into the Holy 
of Holies, on the day of Atonement; 
. and was likewiſe propheſied of by the 
Pſalmiſt, who repreſents the angels, 


i. Cor. xv. 6, 


E 
ſome as attending him in his aſcenſion, 
others as opening the gates of heaven; 
and both companies, at his entrance, 
anſwering one the other in hymns of 
praiſe.“ When his Diſciples mur- 
mured at his doctrine of giving them 
his fleſh to eat, our Saviour alledges 
his aſcenſion, which was to be in their 
view, as that which would confirm 
them in the truth of this, and all his 
other doctrines; — c what, and if you 
« ſhall ſee the ſon of man aſcend 
« where he was before?” It was 
not needful, that CyrrsrT ſhould be 
| feen riſing from the grave; —it was 
. ſufficient that he was ſo often, and ſo 
long, ſeen after his reſurrection. But 
it was neceſſary, that there ſhould be 
witneſſes of his aſcenſion ; becauſe 
then he took his final leave of this 
world, as to his viſible abode in it. 


. Pſalm xxiv. 7. Ixviii. 17, 18. 
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It would havs been ſaid, that he was 
again dead, unleſs he had aſcended in 
the view of many witneſſes. 


_. CarisT had foretold to his Diſciples, 
that in a ſhort time he would leave 
them, by his death; and that a little 
after, they ſhould fee him again; 
before his going to the Father.* They 
were ſorrowful at the news of his 
departure, as well as very much de- 
jected at his death; and without this 
proſpect and aſſurance of his aſcenſion 
into heaven, his laſt leaving them muſt 
have been to them a ſecond paſſion, 
and another death; but when they 
had ſeen him thus aſcending, they 


were ſo far from mourning for him as 
a abſent, that they © worſhipped him,” 
as ever preſent with them in his divine 
Nature, and © returned to 7eru/alem 
with great joy.” F After his aſcenſion 
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* John xvi. 16. Luke xxiv. 52. 


E 
he was ſeen not only by St. Stephen 
to comfort and ſupport him at his 
martyrdom, but by St. Paul, who was 
thereby ſtopped in the full ſpeed of 
his perfecutions.—All circumſtances 
therefore concur to ſhew, that the 
apoſtles had ſufficient opportunity 
fully to inform themſelves in all par- 
ticulars ; that they uſed all means to 
do it with their utmoſt care and dili- 
gence ; that they were ſuſpicious and 
diſtruſtful; and that nothing but the 
clear convichon of all their ſenſes, 
could have ſatisfied them. 


* 


And as the apoſtles could not be 
deceived themſelves, ſo they would not 
deceive others; having no temptation 
to do ſo, but acting, if they did ſo, 
againſt all the intereſts, and advan- 
tages of this world. They who had 
denied or forſoo CHRIST when he 
was living, would never have been ſo 


E 

zealous and reſolute to /uffer for him 
after he was cruciſied, if they had not 
been fully aſſured of his reſurrection. 
They never would have ſubmitted to all 
manner of torments and cruel deaths, 
only to bear witneſs to a thing which 
they knew, and could not but know, 
to be a lie: — beſides, that the cir- 
cumſtances they alledged, were ſuch 
as could not poſſibly have deceived 
| thoſe, or not have been diſproved by 
thoſe, to whom they teſtified the truth 
of CxRIS T's Reſurrection. 5 


\ ; 


*$SECTION IB. 
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Further Evidence of the RESURRECTION. 


TEE ſenſeleſs ſtory which was to 
be pretended by the ſoldiers, who 


were to ſay, that they had fallen aſleep 


upon their poſt, and then were to 


declare what had been done while 
they were ſeeping, is too abſurd to 
be further noticed. —It is to be ob- 
ſerved however, that according to St. 
Matthew, the graves were opened, 
« and many bodies of ſaints, which 
« ſlept, aroſe and appeared unto many.” 
Now theſe were ſeen by many, who 
are appealed to as witneſſes of their 
reſurrection. And the miraculous 
events at the death of our Saviour, 
which. were ſo. many certain preſages 
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and fore-runners of his reſurrection; 
as the earthquake, and the darkneſs 
of the ſun for three hours together, in 
the midſt of the day, contrary to the 
courſe of nature, when the moon was 
full; the veil of the temple being rent, 
and the like ; theſe were things which 
muſt be notorious, and could not 
have been pretended, but the whole 
peop!e of the Jews muſt be appealed 
to, as witneſſes of them. 0 


8 it aha a 8 for 
the deputies, and governors of pro- 
vinces, to certify to the Emperor ſuch 
things as happened under their go- 
vernment, which were at all worthy 
of notice or attention, the reſurrection 
of our Saviour, with the miracles 
which accompanied it, were ſo re- 
markable and ſo notorious, that it 
had not been ſafe for Pontius Pilate 
to ſend no information concerning 


E 
him. He accordingly found himſelf 
obliged to give an account of Curisr's 
miracles, and death, and reſurrection, 
to the Emperor Tiberius; who there- 
upon propoſed it to the ſenate, to 
have him taken into the number of 
their Gods; and made it puniſhable 
to accuſe any man for being a 
Chriſtian during his reign. — This 
information was entered upon record 
at Rome; to which Juſtin Martyr 
appeals, in his apology to the Em- 
peror Antoninus Pius, and the Senate; 
and Fertullian in his apology; which 
was likewiſe preſented to the Senate 
of Rome, or at leaſt to the governors 
of the provinces : which moſt clearly 
they would not have done, if zo ſuch 
account had ever been ſent, or if 
none had been then extant to be pro- 
duced. But by the {pecial providence 
of Gop, both the birth and reſurrec- 
tion of our Saviour were inſerted in 
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the public records at Rome, and were 
to be ſeen there for a long time after; 
and the heathens, in whoſe cuſtody 

they were, are deſired by the primi- 
tive Chriſtians to conſult them: for 


they were content to put the matter 


upon this iſſue, that if they were 
reſolved not to believe what the 
Chriſtians ſaid, yet they would at 
leaſt credit their own records. 


Upon theſe proofs and aſſurances, 
by the clear evidence and power of 
truth, © the word of God mightily 
© grew and prevailed,” againſt all, 
that prejudice, and malice, and every 


vice could do to oppoſe it, in Rome 


and in Feruſalem itſelf, For in this 
very city, where our Saviour had been 
crucified, and where it would have 


been impoſſible to make proſelytes, if 


his reſurrection had not been evidently 


proved, beyond all poſſibility of a 


1 161 J 
confutation, great numbers were daily 
added to the Church. -A Church 
was forthwith founded at Jeruſalem, 
and a biſhop appointed by the Apoſ- 
tles; and both the body of the peo- 
ple, and their biſhops, being fifteen 
in number, to the final deſtruction of 


Jeruſalem by Adrian, were Jews by 


nation, 


We ſee then, that as the teſtimony 
of the apoſtles is in itſelf beyond, all 
exception, ſo it is of ſuch a nature, 


as to make it im poſſible for them to 


deceive, if they had intended it. 


But indeed, no man could have pro- 


ceeded in that manner, or would have 
attempted it, who, had had any inten- 
tion to deceive. And the event 
ſhewed, that it was the dire& evi- 
dence and force of truth, which ſup- 
ported itſelf, notwithſtanding all the 
prejudices and advantages, which its 
vorlt enemies poſſeſſed againſt it, 
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SECTION' X. 


— 


| Of the APOSTLES and EVANGELISTS. 


Thar te Apoſtles and Evan- 


geliſts were men of ſufficient under. 


ſtanding, to become witneſſes of a 
pain matter of for, was never 
doubted by any one; nor can it be 
queſtioned by ſuch as peruſe \ their 
writings.—Indeed, who is there poſ- 
ſeſſing a common underſtanding, that 
is not a competent witneſs of what he 


| fees, and hears, and has experience of, 


for ſo long a time together? By 
their converſation with our Saviour, 
both before his paſſion, and after his 
reſurrection, they had ſuch opportu- 
nities of knowing what was atteſted, 
that it was impoſſible for them to be 


{ x63. J 


deceived in any part of i it. - It was a 
neceſſary qualification of all the twelve 
apoſtles, that they ſhould have con- 
verſed with our Saviour before his 
death, and have ſeen him after his 
reſurrection. For when one was to 
be ordained in the room of Fudas, 
to be a witneſs with the reſt, of 
Chriſt's reſurrection, he was to be one, 
who had © accom panied with them all 
« the time that the Lord Jeſus went 
in and out among them, beginning 
ce from the Baptiſm of John, unto 
« that ſame day, that he was taken 
ce up from them. h 


They ſaw his miracles, and heard 
his do&rine, and knew his manner of 
life, and had all the opportunities, and 
uſed all the means, to inform them- 
ſelves, that it was poſſible for men to 
do: they were © eye-witneſſes of his 
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« majeſty,”* ( they had heard and 


ce ſeen with their eyes, and had looked 
ce upon,” or beheld and diſcerned for 
a long time together, “ and their 
ce hands had handled” that, which 
was the ſubject of their teſtimony. 


They had made all the ſearch into it, 
and had uſed all the exactneſs that 


could be, and were as diftruſtſul and 
as hard to believe, as any men could 
haye been, who are moſt ſuſpicious, 
and jealous of being impoſed \upon. 
And of theſe apoſtles, two wrote the 


life of our Saviour, and all bore. wit- 
. nels to the truth of what theſe wrote, 


and preached the fame things, where- 
ever they came: of the two other 
Evangeliſts, St. Mark had his informa- 


tion from St. Peter, whoſe diſciple 


and companion he was; and St, Luke 


wrote his Goſpel from the account he 
had of thoſe who were © eye-witneſſes 


2 pet. i. 16. 
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« and miniſters of the word.”* And 
he was the companion and diſciple of 
St. Paul, who was ſuch an enemy 
to Chriſtianity before his conver- 
fion, that nothing leſs than a mira- 
culous power could have made that 
ſudden change in him. He probably 
muſt have ſeen our Saviour before his 
paſſion; and then ſaw him again at 
his converſion, and heard him ſpeaking 
to him from heaven: am I not an 
« Apoſtle?” ſays he, in vindication of 
his own authority; © have I not ſeen 
e the Lord Chriſt ??'+. So that St. 
Paul, as well as the other twelve 
Apoſtles, had ſeen -and heard our 
Saviour; and of all the writers of 
the books of the new Teſtament, 
there are but two, who were not eye- 
witneſſes to what they relate; and 
theſe two had their relations from the 
Apoſtles and others, who were eye- 
witneſſes. 


* Luke i. 2.— 1 Cor. ix. Is 
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That they had no worldly ends in 
view in what they wrote, is very cer- 
tain from the whole hiſtory of their 


lives and actions. They could pro- 


poſe no advantage to thelnſelves, of 
gain, or honours, or pleaſures; but 


on the contrary, they underwent a 


voluntary poverty, and infamy, and 
torments, which was all they met 
with in this world for their pains; and 
all they could expect to meet with.— 
They forſook all that they had. St. 
Matthew left a lucrative employment, 
and St. Paul, who contributed. the 


largeſt ſhare in the writings of the 


new Teſtament, loſt the favour of the 


chief-priefts, and the preferments, 


which a perſon of his learning and 


zeal might promiſe himſelf from 
them. St. Luke, a phyſician by his 
profeſſion, quitted an occupation both 


of honour and advantage, and the 
reſt loſt a/] that they poſſeſſed: and 


L267 J 
can any man loſe more? All of them 
left an honeſt and ſecure livelihood, 
and expoſed themſelves to the hatred 
and contempt of all their neareſt 
friends and relations, whoſe love and 
elteem, both by nature and education, 
they muſt be moſt inclined to pre- 
ſerve: inſtead of which, by a con- 
ſtant and unvarying perſeverance in 


behalf of Chriſtianity, deſpiſing all 


ſorts of dangers, and cruel torments, 
they went on glorying ſtill, and rejoic- 
ing that they ſuffered in ſo good a 
cauſe ; and at laſt ſealed their doctrine 
with their blood. 


Their integrity appears further in 
that ingenuous ſincerity which runs 
through all the writings of the apoſtles 
and evangeliſts: in which they relate 
their own failings and thoſe of their 
brethren with all imaginable openneſs 


and candour ;—little like the proceed- 


=_ 
* — ( 
1 


o g F p 
= 23 _ * . 
» — on a . 
4 Y — — — * 4 4 — 4 F 
+ - r TTY ha ens PUR — __ ons * MIC —— — > Amt = —— : p 
* 1 , W * — by S . . — — 3 : — - 
. — wy y 4 2 225 nt ts 8 4 ** —. — — 2 —.— — k 
2322 —— 8 W - 8 * = — — 4 — OO F 8 — Pa . < P nf . 
” = l yy poem ba” . Soo Fo. of — — p - SS — 2 — 3 een. L — n 1 n 
o o - © * p * T A 4 \ — D 2 * 2 2 BY * 0 * 1 1 es "ad 
neee = \ 4D I Ss YT _— Daya VENEER 54; 5 om PO wn : 
1 > = * 233 8 5 . : 5 I \ . — 3 A. : 
\ - — „ ae 2, FEE — — — + 2 e rr hg In a, N — 1 * » n * * ”- 
" 0 zz - > — 2 = I bn oy a — — er wg ed ing —_— \ i: — = = 4 > 4: WI 8 — =p ang © l 
"2 0d Vi aw v4 8 = . , \ = GT ES _ — 4 = ov» 9 = = = ISIS + ——— ——— — ah rele: — —— 22 = — \ 
\ | \ _— _y — — — as tas * — — 
* 8 n — = \ vir eta — — = 
þ — 3 „ T - OE 2 — - a 
. — 


— 


— — 


LES 
\ > SE GAGE + wn bh 
— — — — = 
as OY : 
OCD 


— — 
ls 


——ä—— — 


: 
— —_ . er rr Y 
— 

ä 


8 — — 


* 
* 
» 
5 


C268 7} 


ings of perſons who-wiſh to raiſe 
their own characters, and magnify 
their own proceedings among man- 
kind, at any rate. — On the contrary 
it is manifeſt they ſpake nothing but 
truth, had truth only in view, and 
were determined to ſacrifice every 
conſideration to the ſervice and cauſe 
of trutb, the glory of God, and the 
good of mankind. 


As they could have no inducements 
to attempt a fraud, in what they 
wrote and teſtified; nor any arguments 
to perſuade each other to enter upon 
ſuch a proceeding, ſo if they had once 
- conſpired in it, they would ſoon have 
deſerted and diſcovered each other, 
when they lay under all the diſadvan- 
tages and difficulties imaginable, and 
had nothing to ſupport and to unite 
them, but the reality of what they 
delivered. —It is farther obſervable, 


[ 169 ] 
that in the firſt ages of the church, 
and the nearer Chriſtians were to the 
Apoſtles, the more zealous they were 
to live according to the goſpel of 
Chriſt, and to die in defence of it : 
for they had ben greater opportunities 
of informing themſelves of the im- 
poſture, if there had been any; and 
had therefore the greater means of 
being certified that there was none.— 
And men'of great parts and accom- 
pliſnments, ſuch as Sergius Paulus, 
governor of Cyprus, Dionyſius the 
Areopagite, Juſtin Martyr, Tertullian, 
and others, who were inquiſitive men, 
and able to make a true judgment of 
things, upon a full examination of all 
particulars, became early converts to 


the chriſtian religion. 


SECTION XI. 


— 


Of the PRO BHE CIES of th 
| APOSTLES and others. 


TERE had been a long ceſſation 
or intermiſſion both of Prophecies 
and Miracles in the Jewiſh church, 
till the coming of CHRIS TH; but by 
the deſcent of the Hol v GHos r upon 
the Apoſtles, the prophecy of Joel 
was fulfilled, and the SpIRIT of God 
was poured out in greater abundance 
than ever it had been before, in 
beſtowing the gifts of miracles and 
prophecy in a more eminent manner, 
and to greater numbers of men, and 
thoſe of -all nations, than had ever 
been done at any. time before: for 
theſe were © the latter days,” the laſt 


„„ 
diſtinction of time, or the laſt period 
of the world, in which God had 
purpoſed to reveal himſelf; and this 
being the laſt, was in all reſpects the 
fulleſt and moſt perfect revelation. 


A famine taken notice of by 
heathen authors, which happened 
throughout all the world in the days 
of Claudius Ceſar, was propheſied of 
by Agabus. And the ſame prophet 
both by actions and words ſignified, 
that St. Paul ſhould be bound at 
Feruſalem and delivered to the Gen- 
tiles; which was likewiſe foretold by 
others, even in every city whither that 
apoſtle came. St. Paul himſelf fore- 
told his own afflictions. He declared 
to the elders of the church of Epheſus, 
that men would ſoon ariſe even from 
among themſelves, who would divide 
and diſturb the church. In the midſt 
of a tempeſt, and in imminent danger 


4 


E 
of death, he foretold, that though the 
ſhip would be loſt, yet all the perſons 
ia it, who were two hundred threeſcore 
and ſixteen, ſhould eſcape; but that 
they muſt firſt © be caſt upon a certain 
ce iſland.” — He had before, from the 
tempeſtuous weather, and the ſeaſon 
of the year, expreſſed his apprehen- 
ſions that © this voyage would be with 
ec much damage not only of the lading 
« and the ſhip, but alſo of their 
ce lives; but when the danger was 
moſt threatning it was revealed to him 
that © not an hair ſhould fall from the 
ce head of any one of them.” St. 
Peter declared, that © in the laſt days 
ce there ſhould come ſcoffers, walking 
aſter their own Juſts.” Which pro- 
phecy St. Jude ſaw fulfilled in his 
time; and - we ſee it fulfilled in ours 
St. Paul forewarns the Theſſalonians of 
the lying wonders, and ſtrong delu- 
ſions, and notorious wickednefs, which 


( a8 1 
would break in upon the church at 


the coming of Antichriſt. And that 


this accordingly came to paſs St. John 
witneſſech, ſaying, that even then there 
were many Antichriſts. f And though 
it be variouſly diſputed, who is © the 
« Antichriſt,” ſuppoſed to be the Beaſt, 
yet that the prophecies concerning 
the deluſions, and the impieties and 
cruelties of Antichriſt, expreſſed in the 
texts now mentioned, and more fully 
deſcribed in the revelation of St. John, 
have been in great meaſure already 


accompliſhed, will admit of no diſ- 


pute; and the gradual and repeated 


accompliſhment of them in divers. 
ages, and in ſo many inſtances, is 


that which has cauſed ſo much 
variety of opinion in this matter. 
Learned men eaſily miſtaking ſome 
of theſe many Antichriſts for the Beaſt, 


＋ 1 John 11. 18.—iv. Zo 
t Rev. xi. 


* 2 Theſſ. ii. 3 
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or © the great Antichriſt.” -In the 
revelation of St. John we have the 
ſtate of the church, and the events, 
which were to befal ir, ſet before us; 
and many things contained in it we 
know to be come to paſs;—as what 
concerns the ſeven churches of Alia, 
&c. and the obſcurity of other places 
is to be accounted for without much 
difficulty.“ Quadratus, a diſciple of 
the Apoſtles, and biſhop of Athens, had 
this gift of prophecy ; and it con- 
tinued in the church to the time of 
Tuſtin Martyr, Irenæus, Origen, Di- 
onvſius Alexandrinus, and St. Cyprian, 
as many learned authors are of 
Opinion, 


# Euſeb. Ecce. Hiſt. 


SECTION XI. 


— —— — w_—_ 


o the MIRACLES of the 4 POSTLES 


and others. 


THE aw wht by the 
Apoſtles, were according to an expreſs 
| promiſe of CaurisT to them, that 
after his aſcenſion they ſhould do even 


greater works than he had done him- 


klf;* that is, they ſhould do works 
which would be mere eminent and ob- 
ſervable in the eyes of the world, 
though not more excellent and divine; 
for nothing could be greater in a 


ſenſe, than to raiſe a man from the 


dead, — Which promiſe was fulfilled 
to thern at the feaſt of Pentecoſt, when 
men from all parts of the world were 


made witneſſes to it, And this mira- 


* John xiv. 12. 
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culous power was viſibly beſtowed 


not only upon the Apoſtles, but upon 
the hundred and twenty mentioned in 
« the acts of the Apoſtles. The 


works which they performed by virtue 


of this power, were of ſuch a nature, 


and done in ſuch a manner, that they 
could impoſe upon no man by them; 
they could not make men believe 
that they ſpoke all kinds of languages, 
if they did not ſpeak them; nor that 
they cured all ſorts of diſeaſes, if they 
had not cured them: nothing is more 
eaſy than for a man to know a language 


that he underſtands, when he hears it; 


or for men that were ſick to know that 
they are recovered, when they feel 
themſelves to be ſo. And the manner 
of - their performing theſe miracles, 
was the moſt public and notorious in 
in reſpect of the time, and place, and 
the perſons on whom theſe mighty 
works were wrought. 


Acts i. 15. 


1 9 J 


Our Saviour had been crucified at 
the © feaſt of the paſſover in the 
ſight of the Jews and proſelytes, who 
were met together from all parts of 

the world at that ſolemnity: and but 
fifty days after, at the next ſolemn 
feſtival of the Fewws, in the very ſame 
city where he had been crucified, in 
the preſence of multitudes of people 
of all nations and languages, who 
came to keep © the feaſt of Pentecoſt,” 
the apoſtles declared to them in all 
their ſeveral tongues, that this ſame 
Jzsus was by the almighty power of 
Gop raiſed from the dead, and that 
they were impowered by Him to ſpeak 
all thoſe languages. — The apoſtles 
were at the ſame time taken notice of 
to be Galileans, men of low birth, 
and of no education. St. John, in 
particular, was known to the high- 
prieſt himſelf, and the reſt were all 
known to many that heard them; 
VOL, II. | Q_ 


[ 208 3 
their parentage, place of abode, and 
manner of life might eaſily be enquired 
into; for they were no ſtrangers, nor 
in a far country: from all theſe things 
it appeared, that it was impoſſible they 
ſhould be capable of ſpeaking any of 
. thoſe languages, but by inſpiration : — 
and to ſpeak all languages, is a 
thing which zo man ever could hope 
to arrive at by ſtudy or converſation, + 
though he ſhould even make it the 
whole - buſineſs of his life. This 
therefore could leaſt of all be ſuſpected 
from men of mean employments, and 
who got their livelihood by their 
daily labour and induſtry, 
The miracles which the apoſtles 
wrought, were likewiſe in the moſt 
public places of the city, and in the 
moſt public manner ; upon perſons 
who had been moſt remarkable, and 
generally taken notice of, for their 


1 
infirmities. St. Peter, by pronouncing 
only theſe words,. — * in the name of 
« IESsus CHRIST of Nazareth, riſe 
« up and walk,” —cured a man of 
above forty years of age, who-'was 


known-to have been lame from his 


birth, and was carried and laid daily 


at one of the gates of the temple 


(where was wont to be the greateſt 


reſort of people), to aſk an alms of ; 


them that entered into the temple. 


By this and other evident and 
public miracles, the power of the 
apoſtles; became ſo much admired and 
magnified by the people, that & they 
© brought forth the ſick into the 


«ſtreets, and laid them upon beds 


cc and couches, that at leaſt the 
« ſhadow of Peter paſſing by might 


« over-ſhadow ſome of them.“ In 


this manner did the apoſtles continue 
ſeveral years in Jeruſalem, doing mi- 
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[ 180 J | 
racles upon all occaſions, and before all 
people.—And the fame miraculous 
power manifeſted itfelf at Epheſus, — 
where God © wrought ſpecial mira- 
ce cles by the hands of Paul.” 


In truth, none of the adverſaries of 


the chriſtian religion, of old, ever 
denied that miracles were wrought by 
the "apoſtles. The Healbens indeed 


- referred theſe to the power of magic ; 
as the Jews had before imputed them 


to diabolical agency; but they never 


queſtioned the reality of the miracles 


themſelves. The books of the new 
teſtament, which give an account of 
theſe wondrous works, were written 


ſoon after the things related had been 


done, and theſe books were in the 
hands of Heathens and Jews, as well 
as Chriſtians; and neither the Jews 
nor the Heathens could deny, but 
that ſuch works had been done; they 


F on + 

only cavilled at the power and autho- 
rity, Dy which they were wrought ; 
which, how groundleſs and unrea- 
ſonable ſoever it were, yet was the 
only evaſion they could have, when 
there were ſo many Chriſtians, if they 
had denied the matter of fact, who 
did the like miracles every day to 
| confute them. 


Moreover, the apoſtles not only 
wrought miracles themſelves, bur 
conveyed to others a power of work- 
ing them. Thus when St. Peter was 
| ſent for to Cornelius, © the Hory 

« Grosr fell on all them which 
« heard the word, and they ſpake with 
ce tongues, and magnified God.”* 
And at Epheſus, the Holy Gnosr 
carne on thoſe, whom St. Paul had 
laid his hands upon, and « they 
* Ipake with tongues, and Ne 


* Acts x. "44s 46. 
Q 2 


i 15S } 
« fied : and this miraculous power 
was in ſuch an evident manner re- 
ceived by the © laying on of the hands” 
of the apoſtles, that Simon Magus 
offered-them money for the purchaſe 
of it. Now as the apoſtles could 
neither be deceived themſelves, in the 
miracles which they did, nor deceive 
thoſe, before whom they were per- 
formed, and. upon whom they were 
wrought; 4. 0 certainly they could 
never deceive ſuch as had this gift 
conferred upon them. When they 
not only did all ſorts of miracles, and 
: ſpoke all languages chemſelves, but 
conveyed a power likewiſe upon 
others, of ſpeaking and doing, as 
| themſelves did; this was ſtill a farther 
evidence that all their pretences were 
real, beyond all poſſibility of deceit. | 


: A this power of Nn 
now deſcended from heaven upon the 


Ads xix. 6,——+ Acts viii. 18. 


„„ 
apoſtles, and was conveyed by them 
to others, continued for ſome ages in 
the church, and approved itſelf to the 
worſt enemies of our religion in ſuch 


inſtances, as muſt make them moſt 


concerned to examine it. For as the 


Chriſtians had the gift of tongues, caſt 


out devils, and thereby converted 
thoſe out of whom they had been 
driven; as they foretold things to 
come, and cured. diſeaſes, and raiſed 
the dead, who lived many years after- 
wards; ſo* ſeveral of the primitive 
writers witneſs, that nothing was 


more notorious, than that the devils 


were accuſtomed to cry out for 
very anguiſh and torment, when 
they were adured by the moſt high 
God : and in their apologies dedicated 


and preſented to their perſecutors, the 


Chriſtians: publickly undertake to 
make the moſt famous of the Heathen 


Gods acknowledge C HRIST, and them- 


„Min. Felix, —LaQant. lib. 2. 
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ſelves to be ſeducing fpirits, or ſuffer 
death upon the ſpot.— It is well known 
alſo. that the oracles in alt parts of 
the world ſoon began to fail, ſo as 
they had been never known to do 
before: their power began to abate 
and to decay upon the approach of 
our Saviour's birth into the world ; 
till by degrees they entirely ceaſed ;— 
+ which even the Heathens wondered 
at, and were much perplexed about 
it, as we learn from what they have 
left in writing upon that ſubject.“ 
And though Julian the apoſtate uſed 
all the ways that he could think of, to 
bring them again into credit, he was 
never able to effect it. | 


It is likewiſe ſo remarkable, that 
it muſt again be repeated, that when 
the ſame apoſtate emperor, in hatred 
and. deſpite to the chriſtian religion, 
became a great patron of the Jews, 


. Cicero de Divin. Plutarch de orac. defeRu. 
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„ 
and encouraged them to re- build the 
temple, great balls of fire broke forth 
near the foundation, and deſtroyed 
both the work itſelf, and thoſe who 
were employed in it —And this we 
have related, not only by ſeveral 
chriſtian writers that lived about that 
time, but by an heathen hiſtorian,* 

who was then living, and wrote the 
hiſtory of thoſe times, and has ſhewn | 
himſelf in no reſpect over-favourable 
to the Chriſtians, but was a ſoldier 
under Julian, and had no inclination 
to ſay any thing that might appear to 
leſſen his character. The judgments 
alſo which befel ſeveral of the greateſt, 
perſecutors of the chriſtian religion, 
were ſo miraculous and ſo terrible, as 

to extort a confefſion from ſome of 
them, of God's Juſtice in their puniſn- 
ment; and to force them to recal their 
perſecuting edicts, and change them 
for others in favour of Chriſtianity. 


* Ammian. Marcel, lib. xxiii. 


SECTION XIII. 


Vu 8 of Mirac ULOUS Er FE CTS 
on the APOSTLES, and others, 
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Ts goſpel could not have been 
thus propagated, unleſs this power of 
the Hory Ghost had been fein far- 
ther manifeſt, by the courage, reſo- 
lution, and patience of the Paltles 
under their ſufferings. Our Saviour 
tells them, that they ſhould © receive 
6e power, after that the HoLy Grosr 
« was come upon them, to become 
ee witneſs unto him, both in Fera- 
om falem, and in all Judea, and in 
ee Samaria.” "Theſe were the places 
where our Saviourhimſelf had wrought 
his riracles, and where he had been 
hated and perſecuted, and at laft 
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crucified; and there is reaſon to 
believe, that the apoſtles went not 
from FJeruſalem and the parts adjacent,“ 
till twelve years after his aſcenſion. 


And when they had teſtified his 


reſurrection, and preached his goſpel 
to the Jets, their work was not 
yet at an end, but they were to be 


his witneſſes © unto the uttermoſt 


« parts of the earth;”—and even 
thither did ſeveral of them go, fearing 
no dangers, and being diſcouraged at 
no ſufferings. 


There is indeed a boldneſs and a 


courage natural to ſome men, by which 


they are often carried both to do and 
to endure a great deal more than 
others. But it was not ſo with the 
apoſtles; they were naturally very 
timorous and faint-hearted; they all 
« forſook their maſter and fled,” 


„FEuſeb. Hiſt. I. 5, 
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when he was firſt apprehended, and 


they were very backward to believe 
his reſurre&ion. —But when our Savi- 
our had converſed with them forty 
days after his reſurrection, and now 
tells them that all power is given unto 
HIM, in heaven and in earth ;—and 
when the HoLy GnosT was come ;— 
they became endued at once with a 
courage and reſolution almoſt as won- 
derful as the miracles which they 
wrought, to perform the great work 


which lay before them. The world” 
they very well knew, and found, to be 


againſt them; but they had an aſ- 


ſurance of help from Him, who had | 


ce overcome the world.” They were 


preſſed on every ſide, with want and 


with diſgrace, and with all manner of 
hardſhips ; ſome mocked and reviled 
them ; others tormented them ; the 


rage, the tumults, the conſpiracies of 


whole cities and countries broke looſe 


VC 
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upon them; all the malice and con- 
trivance of men and devils was joined 
againſt them; and yet with what 
freedom doth St. Peter ſpeak ? © Ye 
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men of Jrael hear theſe words; — 
Jzsvus of Nazareth, a man ap- 
proved of God among you by 
miracles, and wonders, and ſigns, 
which God did by him in the 
midſt of you, as ye yourſelves alſo 
know; him, being delivered by 
the determinate counſel and fore- 


knowledge of God, ye have taken, 


and by wicked hands have cruci- 
hed and ſlain ;— whom God hath 
raiſed up, —whereof we ale all 
witneſſes, Therefore being by the 
right hand of God exalted, and 
having received of the FATHER the 
promiſe of the HoLy Gaosr, he 
bath ſhed forth this which ye now 
ſee and hear.”* And again, © the 
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God of Abraham, of JJaac, and of 
Jacob, the God of our fathers hath 
glorified his Son Jzsus, whom ye 
delivered up, and denied him in the 
preſence of Pilate, when he was 
determined to let him go.—But ye 
denied the Holy Ons, and the juſt, 


and deſired a murtherer to be granted 


unto you, and killed the Prince of 


life, whom Gop hath raiſed from 


the dead, whereof we are wit- 
neſſes.”* And before the council, 
—O ye rulers of the people and 
elders of J/rael, if we this day be 
examined of the good deed done 


to the impotent man, by what 
means he is made whole; be it 


known to you all, and to all the 


people of Jjraz!, that by the name 
of Jzsus CHRIST of Nazareth, 


whom ye crucified, whom Gop 


raiſed from the dead even by Him 


* Acts iii. 13. &c. 
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« doth this man ſtand here before 
« you whole. This is the ſtone 
« which was ſet at nought by you 


ec builders, which is become the head 


« of the» corner; neither is there 
© SALVATION in any other: for there 
« js none other name under heaven 
« given among men, whereby we 


« muſt be ſaved. “ And again, 


the Gop of our fathers raiſed up 
64 ESUS, whom ye flew, and hanged 
« on a tree: him hath Gop exalted 
« with his right hand to be a Prince 
e and a SaviouR, for to give re- 
« pentance to Jrael, and forgiveneſs 
&« of fins; —and we are his witneſſes 
ce of theſe things, and ſo is alſo the 
« Horry GrosT, whom Goo hath 
ce given to them that obey him.“ T 
With what freedom and authority doth 
he now ſpeak !—He, who before had 


been affrighted and ſtartled at a queſ- 


„Adds iv. 8.— f Adds v. 30. 
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tion of the High-Prieſt's Maid !-- 
How unlike is he now to the man 
he was before, when he thrice denied 
his maſter whilſt alive !—And what 
could make ſuch an alteration in him 
after his maſter's death but the efficacy 
of a ſupernatural Power ! - What 
could cauſe him thus frequently and 
earneſtly to make an open confeſſion 
of him in the midſt of the people, 
- and before their council, if he had 
not known him to be riſen from the 
dead, and had not done all his mira- 
cles by virtue of that power, which 
was beſtowed upon him and the reſt 
of the Apoſtles, after CHR IST'S aſcen- | 
fon? 


The ſame conſtancy and greatneſs 
of mind appeared in St. Stephen, and 
the reſt of the Diſciples; which yet was 
accompanied with equal humylity and 
ineekneſs. © Whether it be right in 
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« the ſight of Gop to hearken unto 
e you, more than unto Gop, judge ye: 
© -—for we cannot but ſpeak the things 
« „ we have ſeen and heard.“ * 
as much as to ſay © you may do your 


« pleaſure, but we muſt do our 


« duty.” Nothing of fury and vio- 
lence, nothing of wildneſs and extra- 
vagance, but a conſtant compoſedneſs 
and gravity, a rational, ſober 7 zeal 
appeared in all their behaviour. 
They declared a plain truth, and 
then wrought miracles, to confirm it ; 


and afterwards, ſuffered any degree of 


torment rather than they would re- 
nounce it, or deſiſt from: preaching i It. 
A few, plain, poor, unarmed, defence- 
leſs men appear before armed multi- 
tudes, and ſpeak with as much autho- 
rity, as if all the power of the i 
were in their hands. —Indeed ec 4 

e power” was in their hands, in 3s. 


Acts iv. 19. 
DE 


\ 
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Much as He aſſiſted wan, who is 
alone poſſeſſed of © all Power,” 


The ſame HoLy Se1zrT, who de- 
ſcended upon the reſt of the Apoſtles 
at Pentecoſt, deſcended upon St. Paul 
at his converſion, and gave that great 
Apoſtle fo much confidence and reſo- 
lution, ſo much patience and zeal, 
under his fufferings, that we can 
hardly read them with ſo little horror, 
as he underwent them; — nay, as if 
he had been above all ſenſe of pain or 
fear, © He took pleaſure in infirmities, 
* in reproaches, in neceffities, in per- 
1 1 in diftreſſes, for Carisrt's 
ni © ſake. » | 333 | * 


: 16 did the HoLy Srigrr fit 
and prepare the Apoſtles, to be wit- 
neſſes to CnRIST, by inſpiring them 
with all that fortitude and patience 
which was neceſſary for men who 
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were to declare an ungrateful and 
deſpiſed truth amongſt thoſe,” who 
would think themſelves ſo much con- 
cerned to oppoſe, and to ſuppreſs it. 
If they had wrought no miracles, 
their courage and reſolution might 
have paſſed for a groundleſs confi- 
dence; and if they had not had the 
courage to ſtand fo reſolutely. to the 
truth of what they. delivered, their 
miracles themſelves might have be- 
come ſuſpected: - but acting by a 
divine power, and being ſupported in 
all their ſufferings by a ſupernatural 
conſtancy and greatneſs of mind, and 
being ſo ſuddenly changed, and raiſed 
above themſelves, in all they did or 
ſuffered, and working the ſame change 
in others; they afforded all the evidence 
and certainty of the doctrines which 
they taught, that it was poſſible for 
men to give. 
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And as a power of working mira- 
cles was derived from the Apoſtles 
down upon their Diſciples, ſo was the 
ſpirit of meekneſs and patience under 


| afflictions communicated to them.— 


St. Peter writing to the converts under 


much diſtreſs, teſtifies, that their 


faith in CHRIST made them happy 
and triumphant in the midſt of all 
their ſufferings. And as other hiſtories 


are chiefly taken up in the accqunt of 


ec battles of warriors, with confuſed 
ce noiſe, and garments rolled in blood; 
ſo the hiſtory of the church for divers 
ages, principally contains the moſt 
cruel torments undergone, not only 


with the greateſt patience, but with 


the greateſt joy. And it is obſervable, 
that God was pleaſed not to raiſe up 
any Chriſtian Emperor, till above three 
hundred years after CHRIST, that he 
might ſhew that the Religion. which 
came from heaven, could need no 
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B 
human Aid, nor be ſuppreſſed by any 


human Violence; and that he might 
recommend the great virtues of pa- 


tience and meekneſs to the world, 


by the examples of men as eminent 


for theſe, as for the miracles they 
wrought; and further, - might in- 
ſtruct mankind in a ſelf-denying, and 
ſuffering religion. | 


To aſſure the world of his, He | 
would not grant it protection from 


Chriſtian Emperors, till the greateſt 


part of the empire was become Chriſ- 


tian; and till Chriſtianity had diffuſed 
itſelf into all the known parts of the 


earth. —For before the laſt perſecution, 


begun by Dioclęſian, the church flou- 
riſhed as much, and had the favour of 
the court and of great men, in as high 


a degree almoſt, as under Conſtantine 


himſelf: — till at laſt, their proſperzty 
cauſed their ns, and theſe brought 
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on perſecution. —But the perſecuting 
_ emperors were at length forced by a 
divine power, manifeſted in miraculous 
diſeaſes inflicted pn them, to reſtore 
the Chriſtians to their former liberty 
in the worſhip of Gop ; — that ſo it 
might appear to all the world that 
the chriſtian religion needed no 
patronage of men ;—for that Gop 
would compel its moſt determined 
enemies to become its protectors, 
when Hx ſaw it fitting. And when 
Julian made it his great aim and 
buſineſs to reſtore Paganiſm again in 
the world, he ſaw to his great grief 
how ineffectual all his endeavours 
proved ;—that the Chriſtian rehgion 
ſtill retained a prevailing hold, a 
general eſteem and approbation ;— 
that the wives, the children, and the 
ſervants even of his own prieſts, were 
all determined CHRISTIANS !! 


SECTION XIV. 
. 


CONCLUSON of this ARGUMENT. 


Ir any one, then, upon a ſerious 
conſideration of all circumſtances, 
can withſtand the conviction of ſo 
oreat and overpowering evidence, he 
might only be aſked, whether he 
believes any hiſtory, or relations of 
matter of fact, which he never ſaw; 
and be deſired to ſnew what degrees 
of certainty he can diſcern in hem, 
which are not to be found here :— 
and further to conſider, that if in a 


vicious and ſubtle age, a doctrine fo 


contradictory to the propenſities of 
mankind, by ſo weak and incompetent 
means, could obtain ſuch univerſal 
influence and acceptance, among 
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men of all deſcriptions, tempers, in- 
tereſts, and profeſſions, againſt fo 
violent oppoſition, without the help 
of Miracles, this is as great a Miraciy 
as can be conceived. Either therefore 
the Chriſtian religion was propagated 
by miracles, or it was not: if it was,. — 
then the miracks by which it was pro- 
pagated, prove it to be from Gop :— 
if it was nos propagated by miracles, — 
the propagation itſelf is 4 Miracle, 
fully adequate to the proof that it 
comes from Elin. 
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Of the WRITINGS of the APOSTLES 
and EVANGELISTS. 


It is juſtly eſteemed a ſufficient rea- 
ſon for the credibility of any hiſtory, 
if it be written by men of integrity; 
men who lie under no ſuſpicion of diſ- 
honeſty ; who have no-temptation to 
deceive ; who relate nothing, but of 
their own times, and within their own 
knowledge, even. though the authors 
never ſuffered any loſs, nor ran any 
hazard in aſſerting what they deliver. 
But the hiſtory of CHRIST has this 
additional advantage, that many of 
vol, the © 5 
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the moſt conſiderable things in it were 
performed in the ſight even of his 
enemies: and, that which is an hiſtory 
to future ages, was rather an appeal 
to that age, whether the things re- 
lated were true, or not. 


The hiſtory of our Saviour's life, 
and death, and reſurrection, and 
aſcenſion, was atteſted by his apoſtles, 
to the faces of his very crucifiers ; 
and they all remained upon the place, 
where what they witneſſed had been 
done, for ſeveral years afterwards ; ; 
declaring and preaching to all people 
the things. which they had ſeen and 
heard. And ſoon after his afcenſion, 
when all the proceedings againſt him 
were freſh in memory, they committed 
the fame to writing in Greek, which 
was the moſt common language, and 
generally known at that time. St. 
Matthew, 00G wrote hy goſpel firſt, 


1 
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is ſaid to have written it in Hebrew or 
Syriac (though it was ſoon after tranſ- 
lated into Greek), ſo that whoever of 
the es did not under ſtand the Greet 
tongue, might read the goſpel in their 
own language.— Not long after the 
other goſpels were written, and they 
were all in a ſhort time diſperſed into 
the ſeveral parts of the world, and 
tranſlated into all languages. It is 
particularly related,“ that St. John's 


Goſpel, and the 4s of the Apoſtles, 


were ſoon "tranſlated into the Hebrew 


tongue. 
The other books of the ne teſta- 
ment are explicatory of, and conſe- 


quential to, the goſpel or hiſtory of 


Chriſt; they contain many memorable 


and public facts; as the ſpeaking of 
all ſorts of languages, and working 
all kinds of miracles at the ſolemn 
feaſt of Pentecoſt, the converſion of 


* Epiphan, Heres. Ebion. 
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many thouſands thereby, the frequent 
examination of the apoſtles before the 


council at Jeruſalem, their preachings 


and miracles in the moſt public places; 
as in the temple, in the ſtreets, &c. 
things that could not be impoſed upon 


.the world in that very place, and in 


defiance of that very people, before 
whom they are faid to have been 


done. 


And it was the great providence 
and wiſdom of God, that a man fo 
well known and eſteemed by. the 
Phariſees and Chief-Prieſts before his 


«converſion, as St. Paul was, ſhould 


be the greateſt inſtrument both by his 


preaching and writings, for the propa- 


gation of the goſpel. —And both his 
Epiſtles, and the other books of holy 
ſcripture, have a like proof, from the 
obſervations already mentioned, and 
from the various circumſtances before 
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referred to. As genuine and undoubt- 


edly authentic, they were always read 
1n the aſſemblies of Chriſtians, and 
were appointed to be read in them. 
And the writings both of him and of 
the Evangeliſts, and the other Apoſtles „ 
are cited by authors contemporary 
with the Apoſtles ; by Barnabas an 
Apoſtle himſelf, by Clemens Romanus, 
ignatius, Polycarp, and others: and 
have been acknowledged to be the 


genuine works of thoſe whoſe names 


they bear, both by Jews and Hea- 


chens; particularly by Trypho the Jew, 


in his dialogue with 7uſtir Martyr : 


and by Julian the Apoſtate.— And 
upon the whole, the books of the new 


teſtament have been ſo unanimouſly 


received, and ſo fully atteſted by 


Chriſtians, that the Heathens and 


Jews themſelves never denied them 
to be genuine, nor. ever pretended the 


principal matters of fact contained in 
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them to be doubtful. Many of the 
eye-witneſſes to the miracles of our 
Saviour and his apoſtles, lived to a 
great age ;—St. John himſelf above 
a hundred years; and he preached the 
goſpel above ſeventy years. St. James 
was Biſhop of Jeruſalem thirty years. 
Simeon, the ſon of Cleopas, lived to an 
hundred and twenty years; and Poly- 
carp, the diſciple of St. John, at his 
martyrdom profeſſed, that he had 
been a ſervant of Chriſt fourſcore and 
fix years; and he was Biſhop above 
ſixty years, as appears from Ignatius's 
Epiſtles, whom he ſurvived about 
that number of years. Irenzus, in 
an epiſtle to Florinus, a Heretic, who 
had conſiderable employments in the 
emperor's court, declared, that he 
remembered exactly what he had heard 
Polycarp diſcourſe, concerning the ac- 
count of the miracles and doctrine of 
cur Saviour, which he had received 


4 1] 
from St. John, and others, who had 
converſed with Chriſt; and that it 
differed in nothing from the Scrip- 
tures, 


And beſides the inſpired writings, 
the chief points of the Chriſtian re- 
ligion were teſtified in apologies writ- 
ten from time to time, to the hea- 
then emperors themſelves. Quadratus, 
biſhop of Athens, in his apology to 
Adrian, declared, that perſons who 
had been healed by our Saviour, and 
others that had been raiſed from the 
dead by him, were ſtill living in his 
time. Ariſftides preſented an apology 
to that emperor at the ſame time, at 
Athens. Tuſtin Martyr wrote two 
apologies ; the firſt dedicated to Au- 
toninus Pius and his two ſons, and the 
Roman ſenate; the latter to M. An- 
toninus and the ſenate. Melito, biſhop 
of Sardis, and Apollinaris biſhop of 
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Hierapolis, likewiſe wrote a vindication 
of the chriſtian religion to M. Auto- 
ninus. Athenagoras offered his apology 
to M. Aurelius and Commodus; Mil- 
tiades to Commodus, or to the deputies 
of the provinces. Apollonius, a Roman 
ſenator, made a public defence of the 
chriſtian religion in the ſenate of Rome, 
and Tertullian preſented his apology 
to the ſenate, or to the governors of 
the provinces.— And the apologiſts 
did not. dwell only upon generals, but 
, deſcended to ſuch particulars, as to 
appeal to the public records for, the 
truth of what they delivered concern- 
ing the place of our Saviour's birth, 
and the manner of his death, and his 
reſurrection; and to give an account 
of the chriſtian worſhip, and of the 
celebration of the Euchariſt itſelf :— 
ſo that the principles and foundations 
of the chriſtian religion, were from 
the beginning aſſerted in public 
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writings, dedicated and preſented to 
the heathens themſelves, who were 


moſt concerned, and moſt capable of 
_ diſproving it, if it had been falſe, 


SECTION II. 


Of the DOC TRINES contained in the 
HOLY SCRIPTURES. 


Tn E authority of the holy ſcrip- 
_ tures having thus been ſhewn, and a 
revelation to the world from Gop 
having been conſidered, from the 
nature of the divine attributes, the 

probability of the thing, and the 
actual proofs of its exiſtence, upon 
the evidence of Propnecy and Mi- 
RACLES, it will be proper to fay 
{ſomewhat as to the ſubſtance. of this 
REVELATION. 


F oro Þ} 

The Scriptures muſt be acknow- 
ledged by all conſiderate perſons to 
contain moſt excellent rules and pre- 
cepts for the government of our lives; 
and it cannot be denied, but that to 
theſe we owe the peace and happineſs 
which we enjoy, even in this world. 
It is therefore the intereſt of every 
good and prudent man to wi/h the 
chriſtian religion rue, though it were 
not ſo; and there can be no cauſe to 
2wi/h it | falſe, but our own ſin and 
folly. And this of itſelf is a good 
argument that it is true, becauſe it is 
for the benefit of mankind that it 
ſhould be fo; and upon that account 
it carries the viſible characters of 
divine wiſdom and goodneſs in it. — 
For it is certain, that the religion 
which God has eſtabliſhed in the 
world, muſt be of this nature, that 
none but wicked men can diſlike it; 
all ſober and good men muſt be 


ſ ont ] 


truly thankful for it, and mightily 


inclined to believe it.:—nay even the 
worſt of men muſt be forced to ac- 
knowledge, that they owe their own 


ſafety and protection to the doctrines 


of it. —And that ſuch is the nature of 


the chriſtian religion, will be evident, 


if we take the following curſory review 
of ſome of its leading properties, for 
the advancement of virtue, happineſs, 
and piety amongſt mankind. —It will 
ſuffice, in general, to acknowledge 
firſt, —that the chriſtian religion teaches 
and requires an univerſal righteouſneſs 
both towards God and man. It points 
out to us the nature of Gop; that 
He is a Sp1R1T, and therefore is to be 
worſhipped, not with carzal rites and 
ceremonies, but in Spirit and in 
truth it gives us alſo an account 
of the power, and wiſdom, and good- 
neſs of God, in the creation of the 
world, and in the various diſpenſations 
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L 212 1 | 
of his providence, in the government 
and preſervation of it; —eſpecially in 
the great and wonderful work of our 
REDEMPTION. 


The duties of men towards each 


other, are no leſs ſtrictly enjoined, 
than our duty towards God himſelf.— 


For the Scriptures oblige all men to 


the conſcientious performance of their 


ſeveral duties, in their reſpective ca- 
pacities, and relations. They teach 


wives and children, ſubjects and 
ſervants, compliance and obedience, 


« not only for wrath but alſo for 
ce conſcience ſake.” And they teach 
princes and huſbands, fathers and 


maſters, a proportionable care and 


kindneſs, and affeftion:—they check 
and reſtrain the rich and powerful, 
from violence and oppreſſion; and 
command them to relieve thoſe that 
are in want, and to protect thoſe that 


7. 


E 
are in miſery.— Their aim is to root 
up the very feeds and principles of 
vice in us: regulating our defires, 
and grving laws to our very looks, 
and words, and thoughts; command- 
ing an univerſal love and charity 
towards all mankind; bidding us to 
hurt nobody ſo much as in thought — 
but to do all the good in our power, 
upon that incomparable rule of con- 
duct, the © doing to others, as we 
« would have them do to 26; — in all 
caſes, conſidering our ſellow- creatures 
as beings of the ſame nature with our- 
ſelves, and entitled therefore to all the 
offices of reſpect, good-will, and 
tenderneſs, 


The Scriptures allo teach us to 
perform all duties towards God and 
man, upon the principles of love and 
charity. ; which are the only principles 
| that can make men happy in the 
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t 
performance of their reſpective duties, 
and cauſe them to perſevere in it. 
What men do upon principles of 
love, they do with delight ; and what 
men delight to do, they will be jure 


to do: but fear hath torment; and 
men will uſe all arts to get rid of 


their fears, and of that ſenſe of duty, 


which proceeds only from an appre- 
henſion of puniſhments, and which 
therefore is perpetually burthenſome 
and grievous to them, 

But a ſenſe of love, of gratitude, 
and charity, can never fail of its 
effect; — becauſe this brings its reward 
with it, and makes our duty a delight, 
He who loves God will certainly 
obey him; and he who does 10t love 
him, never can truly obey him, as he 
ought ; but will be ever repining at 
his duty, and ſeeking all pretences to 
excuſe himſelf from diſcharging it. 
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—He who doth not love his neigh- 
bour, will be for taking all opportu- 
nities of purſuing his own advantage 
againſt him ; but he who loves him as 
himſelf, will never do him an injury. 
The love of God, and of our neigh- 
bour, conſtitute, and repreſent to us 
the whole, entire, duty of man ;— 
which however is a doctrine no where 

to be met with, 4ut in the Holy 
Scriptures: —nor could all the wiſdom 
of the philoſophers ever diſcover this 
plain, but uſeful precept, which ſo 
comprehenſively fets before us the 
only infallible principles of obedicace. 
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SECTION III. 
Of MoTIVES to ole and HELPS to 


HOoLINESS in the SCRIPTURES. 


The moral reaſons and arguments 
for a virtuous conduct are ſo great 


and evident, that thoſe who in reality 


live etberwiſe are generally convinced 
that they ought noi to do ſo.— But 
becauſe the arguments from roaſon 
are too faint and lifeleſs, to oppoſe 
to ſenſe and paſſion; therefore the 
CHRISTIAN RETLIOIoN is purpoſely 
fitted to every faculty, and preſents us 
with greater objects of fear, and love, 
and deſire, than any thing in the 
world can do. And as God will be 


ſerved by us, upon no other principle 


but that of love, ſo the chief motive 
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to our obedience, expreſſed through- 
out the ſcriptures, is © the divine love. 
They repreſent to us all the methods 
which God has been pleaſed to uſe, as 
neceſſary to reclaim the world, by his 
mercies and his judgments ; by the 
ſending of his prophets . at ſundry 
ce times, and in divers manners,” and 
at laſt by ſending his own Son. —He 
ſaw the fondneſs that men have for 
this world, and for the pleaſures and 
ſins of it; how ſubject they are to 

temptations, and prone to comply 
with them. He has therefore been 
pleaſed to purſue us with the endear- 
ments of his love, and with ſuch 
condeſcenſions of his grace and favour, 
as muſt needs powerfully affect the 
moſt determined finner, who has but 
the ſenſe and gratitude of a man left 
in him, to conſider them: and he has 
alſo denounced his wrath and ven- 
geance againſt all ſuch, as will not be 
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ied, and perſuaded, to their own hap- 
pineſs, by the infinite love of CHRIST. 
—-Crri1sT was born, CHRIST lived, 
CHRIS died, for us. Hx has procured 
our pardon; He proffers us his graee 

and aſſiſtance; He promiſes us eternal 
happineſs with himſelf in heaven, 
upon our obedience; and, laſt of all, 
HE threatens us with eternal miſery, 
if we will not be happy; thus forcing 
us, as it were, to happineſs, if we will 
not be perſuaded to it: for this is 
all the forcs that free agents are capable 
of having applied to them. And as 
to aſſiſtances and helps towards a holy 
life, the Devil and his angels are 
not more maliciouſly watchful and in- 
duſtrious, with their temptations and 
aſſaults, to promote their on intereſts, 
and to contrive and further our de- 
ſtruction, than the good angels are 
careful and active to promote Gop's 

kingdom; to protect us againſt their 


E 4 
attempts, and to ſecure our ſalyation ; 
which it is their office, employment, 
and concern to do, by God's expreſs 
commiſſion and appointment: for 


« are they not all miniſtring Spixirs, 


« ſent forth to miniſter for them, who 
« ſhall be heirs of ſalvation?” And 
God himſelf who is a Syergrt, the 
author of the being, life, and motion 
of all things, does more eſpecially act 
upon the ſpirits and minds of men; 
by putting into them good defires, 
and by. inclining their hearts to keep 
his commandments, and perform his 
will. This grace and favour of Gop, 
this SeIRITUAL aid and ſtrength is 
fufficient to enable us to conquer ſin, 


and overcome temprations. And we 


are exhorted to © come boldly to the 
© throne of GRACE, that we may ob- 
© tain mercy and GRACE to help us in 
te time of need,” which we are aſſured 


ſhall be beſtowed upon us for CRHRIST'S 


% 
"._ 4 Sx 44 at . Fn ”— walks — 5 ee 
e - Saad Gd . — GA es ne pe — — . be 
n 3 * 1 2 - < 2 is - 2 = * 8 
r , > es 8 1 1 = 2 | A „ 

n VS La a + 2 — 8 2 r * r 7” A OY 8 A 4% y = of : WY = 

b = - 3 2 = = - © 5 = 

= — * 2 er 2 — — SS K — 

2 on» * A. 8 


PEE > n 
n 


Ls 2 2 „ ISS > 


Avid a 
TEES? 
Sig = 


* * 
„ee 


— = - I „ $7 oe Bis 2 <n £5 Ard ro. on. he 
\ AKA TR UNE WE KEE BIS Ie. od BEL PE 


— 


[ 220 ] = 
ſake;—through his merits; in virtue of 
bis mediation and interceſſion.—All the 
world has been conſcious, —though 
the heathens, ſenſible as they were 
of the fad, never knew the cau/e,—of 
a proneneſs in human nature to evil, 
and of a backwardneſs to what reaſon 
itſelf dictates as being good, and fit 
to be complied with. But the Currs- 
TIAN RELIGION, only, has ſupplied 
a-remedy to cure this great corruption 
of our nature, and to aſſiſt us in the 
performance of our. duty. — Farther 
alſo, in compaſſion and gracious con- 
deſcenſion to our infirmities, CRisv, 
the ſon of God, died to make ſatiſ- 
faction for our fins, and to procure ac- 
ceptance with his Far HER upon our 
repentance. x intercedes for us, and 
pleads the merits of his own death 
and paſſion in our behalf; We have 
© an advocate with the FaTHER,— 
« Jesvs Curisr the righteous, and 


F om 1 

« Hz is the propitiation for our ſins,” 
—though they be ever ſo great and 
heinous, if we do but ruly repent of 
them, by ſincerely endeavouring to 
forſake them.—Sins of ignorance, and 
ſurpriſe, infirmity, and frailty, are 
not inconſiſtent with the terms afforded 
us for our ſalvation; but a general 
humiliation, and repentance, with a 
conſtant and ſincere endeavour to 
ſerve and pleaſe God, will (through 
the merits of Jasvs Carisr) infalli- 
bly be accepted by him, for ſuch fins, 
as we have no ſufficient means or 
ability of knowing to be ſins, and for 
ſuch, as by reaſon of the frailty of 
our nature, we cannot live wholly free 
from.— Nothing is required of us, 
but a ſincere and honeſt diligence to 
do what we can, and a lively faith to 


rely upon CarisrT's merits, for the 


pardon of thoſe ſins, which we are 
not able wholly to avoid. | 
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Men are forward to complaitt of 
the uneaſineſs of the Chriſtian yoke, 
without any true experience and trial 
of it; and without conſidering the 
principles, motives, and helps, the 
condeſcending and gracious terms, 
which the Goſpel propoſes. — Indeed, 
to lay /ome injunftions and reſtraints 
more than are abſolutely neceſſary, Is 
but what all lawgivers have done. 
For ſome things are to be forbidden 
as a prevention, and a preſervative, 
from the commiſſion of ſin; and 
others are to be commanded as Prepa- 
ratory qualifications and diſpoſitions 
to virtue, and to make the practice of 
it more eaſy and certain to us. And 
if men are allowed in all governments 
to have this authority, certainly Gop, 
who has an abſolute power over us, 
and perfectly knows what is neceſſary 
for our good, and for the ends of 
his government, and has promiſed 


1 223 } 


rewards to the obedient, infinitely 


greater than any that human lawgivers 
can propoſe, has an undeniable right 
to forbid, or to command us, /ome 
things, which by the mere law of 
nature we might have ſtood excuſed 


from. Theſe indeed are very few; very 
plain, ſimple, and inoffenſive, to ſay 


the leaſt of them; eaſy to be under. 


ſtood and practiſed: — In particular 


we ſhall be ſuppoſed to mean, the 
Sacraments of BayTisM, and the 
Lord's SvyPtR.—In ſhort, all cir- 
cumſtances conſidered, no religion 
ever was ſo compaſſionate, and eaſy 
as the CRRISTIAN RELIGION. 
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+ SECTION/1V. 


Oe the REFORMATION and HAPPINESS 
of MANKIND by the GOSPEL. 


Tur propagation of the Goſpel 


has ever been accompanied with great 


effects towards the reformation and 


happineſs of mankind. What could 
be more beneficial to the world, and 
more for the peace and happineſs of 


all mankind, than to be taught to 


live under a perpetual ſenſe and awe 


of the love and fear of God; to be 


conſtrained to perform our ſeveral 
duties to each other, in our reſpective 
capacities and relations, with the 


utmoſt fidelity and integrity; and to 


have this enforced upon the conſciences 


of men by the hopes and terrors of a 
future judgment, and an eternal ſtate 
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of happineſs or miſery, as they ſhall 
prove obedient or diſobedient? Theſe 
then muſt be acknowledged to be 
doctrines peculiarly worthy of Gop, 
and the proper ſubject of a Revz- 
LaTIon. For however men may 


wiſh, as to themſelves particularly, 


that they had not been abridged 
of their inful pleaſures ;—yet in 
reſpect to the common good of 
ſociety, it mult needs be confeſſed by 


the moſt inveterate enemies of Chriſ- 
tianity, and by thoſe who will believe 


nothing of another life, that if the 
Chriſtian Religion were but as gene- 
rally practiſed as it 1s profeſſed, it 
would make mankind as happy as it 


is yoſible for men to be in this life, 


through the expectation and belief of 

a a life to come. — And, as much as the 
practice of the Chriſtian Religion has 
been neglected, it is ſa far from being 

a ſpeculative notion only, and ending 
vol. II, U | 
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there, that it has a real | and perpetual 
influence for the good of the world, 


even inthe worſt and moſt degenerate 


ages. 


Me are not, at this diſtance of 
time, eaſily made ſenſible, how great 
bleſſings the Chriſtian Religion was 
productive of to mankind, in that 
reformation which it ſoon introduced 
into the world. For upon their con- 
verſion, there became ſuch a viſible 
alteration in the tempers and lives of 
men, that they ſeemed to have changed 
their very natures, © to be born 


© again,” and become new creatures; 


from whence, © converſion,” in the holy 
writings, is ſtyled © regeneration.” This 
the apologiſts generally inſiſt upon, 
that the converts to Chriſtianity became 
quite altered men, and practiſed all 
kinds of virtue with incredible zeal, 
though they had been ever ſo vicious 


[ 227 J 
and profligate before. The Chriſtians 
are repreſented as an innocent, devout, 
and charitable ſort of men, by Pliny, 
Lucian, and even Julian the apoſtate; 
by thoſe who had moſt narrowly en- 
quired into their doctrines and prac- 
tices, and were the worſt affected to 
them.—And by theſe means, they 
became as ſo many lights in the'world, 
to guide and direct others in the way 
of virtue: for by their example and 
doctrine, they ſoon reformed even the 
heathen world to a great degree. 
Morality was taught by the philoſophers 
in much greater perfection than ever 
it had been before; and they became 
ſo much aſhamed of the groſſneſs of 


their idolatrous worſhip, that they 


ſought out all arts to” refine and to 
excuſe it. And thoſe vices, which 
made up ſo great a part of their idola- 
trous myſteries, appeared too abomi- 
nable to paſs any longer for religion. 
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The oracles ſoon ceaſed, and the ſe- 
ducing ſpirits confeſſed, that they 
were hindered from giving out their 
anſwers by the power of CarisT; and 
all that Julian the apoſtate could do, 
was ineffectual to bring again the 


_ heathen oracles into reputation. Theſe 


are things before inſiſted upon, and 
ſo notorious in hiſtory, that they can- 
not be denied to be /o/ely owing to the 


power and influence of the CHRISTIAN 


RELIGION, . - 


— . Bhs 3 \ 
To mention one inſtance more ;— 


the barbarous cruelty of the heathen 


nations is well known; - from which, 


we have been delivered by the Goſpel, 


For, ſtrange ay the fact is, we know 


that they were accuſtomed to offer 
up innocent men and children in ſacri- 
fice to their falſe Gods; and that, fre- 
quently — in ſome places daily. In 
times of danger, and upon extraordi- 
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nary occaſions, they ſacrificed ſo great 
numbers of men at once, that it 
would be incredible, if we had not 
the authority of the beſt hiſtorians for 
the truth of it. © OV? -72 


And this cuſtomof offering human 
facrifices to their Gods, prevailed not 
only here. in Britain, and in other 
countries which were accounted bar- 
barous, but all over Greece, and in 
Rome itſelf. —It may well ſeem ſtrange 
to us in theſe times, that ſuch a 
practice ſhould fo generally prevail 
throughout the world :—yet nothing 
is more certain from all hiſtory, than 

that it did prevail, and that men were 
with difficulty brought to relinquiſh 
it, —For when mankind was thus 
cruelly tyranniſed over by bloody 
Demons, nothing but the oranipotent 
mercy of Gop could reſcue them. 
And „e for this purpoſe the Son of 
U 2 
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“ God was manifeſted, that he might 
& deſtroy the works of the devil.” 
Which he ſoon did :—beaſts and idols 
were no longer worſhipped, and men 
were no longer made ſacrifices, when 
once CHRISTIANITY began to appear 
in its full power and efficacy in the 
world. The plain and humble doc- 
trine of Him that was originally de- 
poſited in a manger, and died upon a 
croſs, was in a ſhort time more effi- 
cacious to reform mankind, than all 
the precepts of philoſophers, the wil- 
dom and power of law-givers, had 
ever been. So that it ſhould never 
be forgotten by thoſe perſons, who 
are unhappily diſpoſed to ſeek for 
little  cavils againſt the goſpel, that 
even they very probably, owe the 
happineſs of this preſent life in great 
meaſure to its influence : that they 
would not have been fo ſecure even in 
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their perſons and eſtates (nay, perhaps 
they themſelves might have been 
ſacrificed to ſome cruel Demon long 
ago), if that religion which they are 
reſolved to dz/pi/e, but will not be at 
the pains to under ſtand, had not been 
believed by wiſer and better men.— 
Of ſo great advantage has the Goſpel 


been to thoſe, who will not be re- 


claimed and converted by it ;—it has 
deſtroyed the works of the Devil, and 
diſpoſſeſſed him of that tyranny, 


which he held over mankind ; it has 


made the unconverted world leſs vici- 
ous, and has baniſhed all the profeſſed 


patrons and deities of wickedneſs from 


amongſt men; it has made idolatry 
leſs practiſed, | and reduced it within 
narrower bounds ;—con fining it to the 


remoter parts of the earth; and 


every where, as it advances, making 
ignorance and ſuperſtition flee before 
it; diminiſhing the grievous evils and 
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extent of war, and tending, in its 
progreſs, to baniſh ſlavery, perſecu- 
tion, and mifery from the world. 


It deſerves alfo particularly to be 

noticed, that the Chrifltian Religion 
is the only Religion, againſt which 
the common objection concerning the 
prejudices of education in favour of it, 
cannot be pretended: for as it firſt 
prevailed in the world by conguering all 
the prejudices of education that were 
againſt it; fo it ſtill maintains itſelf 
againſt all the oppoſition that corrupt 
nature, and a vicious education can 
exert, to defeat its influence. = 


It is unneceſlary to ſay more con- 
cerning the ſuperior excellency of 
thoſe practical doctrines, which are 

to be met with in the Scriptures :— 

for it is much to be feared, that bis 
s in reality the greateſt exception that 
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moſt men have againſt them: and 
that if the precepts and rules therein 
were only ſuch, as that they might be 
permitted to live ſtill in the commiſſion 

of their ius, —half the evidence we 
have for the authority of the Scriptures, 
would well content them. 


SECTION V. 


* 


Of the more myſterious Parts of the 
CHRISTIAN RELIGION. 


Is reſpe& to the ſublimer doctrines 
of the Chriſtian Religion, a minute 
enquiry into them is not now propoſed. 
— Theſe are to be beſt collected from 
the excellent expoſitions of the Chriſ- 
tian faith, with which, in this country, 
there can be no difficulty in any per- 


* 


E 
ſon's being eaſily and well ſupplied. It 
may, however, be obſerved, that even 
the higheſt myſteries of Chriſtianity 
are not merely ſpeculative, but have 
a neceſſary relation to practice, for the 
advancement of piety and virtue among 
men. As there is nothing in the prac- 
tical duties taught and enjoined by the 
Scriptures, but what is moſt excellent 
and worthy of the divine nature, and 
ſuch as has raiſed and improved human 
nature far beyond what it could poſſi- 
bly have attained to without it, fo 
even the ſpeculative doctrines have 
alſo as evident and plain characters of 
the wiſdom and goodneſs of the ſu- 
preme being. They all tend to the 
advancement of our nature ; to make 
us better, wiſer, and more happy : — 
and even their very difficulties ſerve to 
Promote a religious diſpoſition, ſub- 
miſſion, and reliance in us not as 
i being „ to gratify a vain and 
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_ uſtleſs curioſity, but to excite in us 


the love of God ;—faith in what is 
revealed to us, and a competent care 
and concern for our eternal happi- 
neſs. They {et before us the original, 


and creation of all things; — the 


innocence in which man was firſt 
created; and God's love and com- 
paſſion to him after his fall: —how 
the FaTHER, the Sox, and the Hos v 
GHosr are concerned in our re- 
demption; that the Far HER ſent his 
Son; that the Son was born; that he 


lived a deſpiſed and perſecuted life, and 


at laſt underwent for us a moſt ſhame- 
ful and grievous death : that he roſe 
again, and aſcended inio heaven, and 
there continually intercedeth for us ;— 
that He ſent the Hol v Gros, the 
Comforter, who ſupports and aſſiſts 
us under all temptations and dangers 


in our way thither, and will, if we be 


not wanting to ourſelves, conduct us 
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ſafe to heaven, — there to reign with 
CHRIST in everlaſting bliſs and glory: 
— but, if we ww7// be diſobedient, and 
obſtinate to our own ruin, we mult be 
contented to expect eternal torment 
with the Devil and his angels. 


—— oy 
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SECTION V.. 
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| The Apoſtles, who, without learn- 
ing or philoſophy, taught the moſt 
ſublime and uſeful truths more plainly 
than the wiſeſt philoſophers had ever 
done, muſt undoubtedly derive their 
knowledge from a higher principle 
than hey did. —It is impoſſible for the 
wit of man to contrive any thing ſo 
admirably fitted to procure the happi- 
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neſs of mankind, as their doctrines 
are ; no precepts can be more righ- 
teous and holy, no rewards more 
excellent, nor puniſhments more for- 
midable, than thoſe of the GospkL; 
and, which is above all, no religion 
beſides ever afforded, nor could all 
the reaſon of mankind ever have found 
out, ſuch powerful motives to the /ove 
of Gop, which is the only true 
principle of obedience. —Chriſtianity 
contains no dry and empty ſpecula- 
tions; but even its Myſteries are 
Myſteries of love and mercy. — 
Other perſons may fear God; and, 
conceive noble ſentiments of his 
greatneſs, from contemplating his 
works, as the Creator of the univerſe ; 
but the CuRISTIAN alone Knows, 
becauſe to Him alone it has been re- 


vealed, to what extent his acknowledg- 


ments are due to him; not only for 
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the temporal enjoyments of this world, 
but for a proviſion of far greater hap- 
pineſs hereafter, —Natura! Religion, 
by which we aſcend to the ,Creator, 
and, by contemplating his attributes, 
perceive the probability of his vouch- 
ſafing an immediate revelation of 
himſelf to man, is indeed an uſeful 
handmaid to that Religion which we 
know to have been accordingly vouch- 
fafed to us, under the infallible direc- 
tion of the HoLy SpIRIT. But we 
muſt ever be careful not to confound 
this genuine deſcription . of Natural 
Religion, with a p2@nomenon of modern 
times, aſſuming to itſelf the title of 
« Religion,” and © natural” too; — 
but ſuch, as in fact has no affinity 
to, or principle in common with, 
CarsTiAaniTY:—it is inconſiſtent 
with it, and even oppoſite to it. —It 
ſets forth wo Saviour, for it makes 
human nature not to ſtand in need of 
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one: —it has zo Santifer, for it ſup- 
poſes man to be himſelf ſufficient for 
all the purpoſes of his moral nature ;— 
no fall of Man, for ſuch an event it is 
ſtill too proud to admit ever to have 
happened ;—it requires 20 Atonement, 
it acknowledges no Sacrifice, no Sacra- 
ments, no Sabbath, no Tempter, no 
Church, no Miniftration of holy offices, 


no Reſurrefiion, no Life everlaſting : it 


has 20 Creed, for it has nothing to 
form a Creed upon :—a Religion, 1n 
ſhort which ſets at defiance all hiſtoric 
teſtimony, limits and abridges the 
exerciſe of God's attributes, opens a 
free admiſſion to all the evil propen- 


ſities, and malignant diſpoſitions, of 


human nature, and ſets up for its 
Gop that REason, that debaſed and 


perturbed REason, which was ever 


perceived even by the heathens to be 
inſufficient for the religious ends and- 
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purpoſes of man ;—in oppoſition to 


the authentic evidence and revelation 


of Gop,—the FarhER, Saviour, 


Guide and CoMeoRTER of mankind.* 


* The following extract from the Bi/bop of 
London's late Charge to his Clergy, is ſo 
applicable, and ſo curious, that the inſertion 


of it cannot but be eſteemed deſirable: 


ce Among the great variety of moſt extraor- 
«« dinary and unexampled events which have 
ce taken place ſince we laſt met here, there is 


| t none more fingular and aſtoniſhing than the 
tc ſueceſs which has attended a new ſe& and 


cc deſcription of men, who have of late made 


« their appearance in Europe, and aſſumed 


« the ſtyle. and title of PRHILOSO HE RS. 
« Theſe men, after having waged open war 
«© with the Goſpel for near half a century; 
« after having all that time deluged Europe 
c with their writings againſt it; after having 
4 aſſailed it with all the powers of wit, genius, 
« eloquence, ridicule, calumny, and invective, 
< and by theſe means conſiderably increaſed 
te the number of their proſelytes, and the 


* boldneſs of their pretenſions, have at length, 
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1 From what has preceded, it may 


be juſtly inferred, that nothing is 
wanting in the writings of the old 
and new Teſtament, which can be 
expected in any ſubject of ReveLa- 


60 F ſmall beginnings, riſen. into conſe» 


„ quence; have eſtabliſhed a regular ſyſtem 


te and ſchool of infidelity on the Continent ; 
«© have avowed their grand object to be the 
« extirpation of Chriſtianity from the earth, 
« and the ſubſtitution of philoſophy in its 
„ room; and, to the aſtoniſhment of all the 

2 world, have actually found means in one 
« part of Europe to carry this moſt ſingular 
cc project (to a certain degree) into execution. 


0 If you aſk what the meaning 1s, of that 
« thing called (modern) Philoſophy, which 


« has thus in one country nearly ſupplanted 
« Chriſtianity, and hopes to do it in others, 
« I muſt refer you to the writings of all "the 
*c great leaders of this new ſect, of Helvetins, 
« of Voltaire, of D*Alembert, of D*Argens, - 


«« of Raynal ; but above all, to that recent, 

c and moſt authentic publication, the Poſt- 

“ humous Works of a late illuſtrious monarch 
X 2 
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Ton. — They are books avowedly of 


the greateſt and very earlieſt antiquity, 
and have been made known, and 


: preached throughout the world ;—they 
| poſſeſs indiſputable aſſurance both by 


' © on the continent, Frederick the Second. 


« You will there ſee a faithful delineation of 
« the real tenets and opinions of the moſt 


ec celebrated philoſophers of Europe, of the 


« founders and legiſlators of the great empire 
« of infidelity, with the philoſophie monarch 
« at their head; you will ſee every ſecret of 
ce their hearts laid open in their familiar and 
« confidential correſpondence with each other; 


e you will ſee that the grand object they had 


« in view was, what I have already ſtated, 
te the entire extinction of the Chriftian Reli- 
« gion; you will ſee that they were pretended 
« deiſts, but real atheiſts :. that although the 
name of a Supreme Being was ſometimes 
“ mentioned; yet it was ſeldom mentioned. 
c but with ridicule and contempt ; and that 
ce they never conceived him to be any thing 
% more than the intelligent principle that 


4 animates all nature, the ſource of life and 
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| PRoPHECTES and Mix AcLESs, of their 
divine original; the conſtant Preſerva- 
tion of them muſt be referred to Gop's 


ertraordinary Protection ;—and the 
doctrine they contain is ſuch, as Go 


PE 


e motion, the ſenſorium of the univerſe ; but 
5 in other reſpects totally unconnected with 
« this earth and its inhabitants, having no 
« kind of direction or ſuperintendence over 
e them,“ and as little diſturbed (theſe are 
© their own words) at what may happen to 
them, as with what may happen to an ant 
* hill, which the foot of the traveller may 
«* cruſh, unperceived by himſelf,” 


«=: In conſequence of this doarine theſe 
* philoſophers of courſe rejected all idea of a 
e providence and a moral governor. of the 


«© world. They aſcribed every event to fate or 


« fortune, to neceſſity or chance; they denied 
* the exiſtence of a ſoul diſtin from the body; 
„they conceived man to be nothing more 
e than an organized lump of matter, a mere 
ce machine, an ingenious piece of clock-work, 
cc which, when the wheels refuſe to act, ſtands. 
e {till and loſes all power of motion for ever. 
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muſt be ſuppoſed to reveal to man; 
having vilible characters impreſſed in 


it of the divine goodneſs and holineſs; 
—and being acknowledged to have 


- exceedingly contributed to the refor- 
mation and happineſs of the world: 


cc They acknowled ged nothing beyond the 
ce grave, no reſurrection, no future exiſtence, 


« no future retribution: they conſidered death 


« as an eternal ſleep, as the total extinction 


« of our being; and they ſtigmatized all 


e opinions different from theſe with the names 
« of ſuperſtition, bigotry, dm fana- 
« ticiſm, and Chi La | | 


«© Theſe are the principles 1 y dif- 


he fuſed throughout the whole of that volumin- 


ce ous and extraordinary work to which 1 
* have alluded; and what zame ſhould be 


.«« given to principles ſuch as theſe, no one can- 
4 entertain a moment's doubt.“ 


PART THE FOURTH. 
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SECTION: I. 
Of the HEATHEN RELIGIONS. 


FTrhougcticbeathing impoti- 


ble, that any one in forming a com- 
pariſon between the Chriſtian Religion 


and the religions of the heathen world, 
ſhould diſcover any thing in hem of 


a ſuperior nature to, or even equal in 


pretenſions with, Chriſtianity, - yet it 
may be proper to ſay a few words 
concerning theſe. And firſt, 1t may 
be affirmed that the novelty of the Re- 
ligions amongſt the Heathens (whom 
we have any certain account of from 
thei r writings) in reſpect of the ſcrip- 
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tures, is ſo notorious, having been ſo 
often proved by learned men, and being 
ſo generally confeſſed, that it 1s needleſs 
to inſiſt much upon 1t.— The heathens 
generally were ſtrangers to every thing 


bol antiquity, and therefore muſt be 
unable to give any proof of the anti- 


quity oa their 8 0 


The pretences which the E gyptians 


made to antiquity, ſo much beyond 
the times recorded in the ſcriptures, 


proceeded from their calculating by 
lunar years, or months; or from their 
reckoning the dynaſties of their kings 
in ſucceſſion, which were contemporary. 
For Herodotus mentions twelve Egyp- 


lian kings reigning at one time. They 
had fo different accounts, however, 
of chronology, that, as it 1s affirmed, 


ſome of them computed about thirteen 
thouſand years more than others, from 
the original of their dynaſties, to the 
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time of Alexander the Great.* And the 
ſolar year, in uſe among the Egyptians, 
who were moſt famous for Aſtro- 
nomy, was ſo imperfe&, that they 
ſaid the Sun had ſeveral times changed 
its courſe, ſince the beginning of their 

dynaſties; imputing the defect of their 
own computation, to the Sun's vari- 
ation; or elle affecting to ſpeak ſome- 
thing wonderful and extravagant. 


The Egyptians, ſays the learned 
Marſbam, have tranſmitted nothing, 
_ beſides the names of their kings, and 
their vaſt pyramids, to poſterity, more 
ancient than Seſeſeris or Siſback, who 
ſacked Jeruſalem in the fifth year of 
Rehoboam'sF reign. And Caſſini has 
found the account of Eclipſes, at the 
beginning of Diogenes Laertius, to 
be falſe ; which is a farther confutation 
of the fabulous pretences of the Egyp- 


* Diodor. Sic.——+ 1 Kings xiv. 21. 
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tiaus to antiquity. The earlieſt aſtro- 
nomical obſervations to be met with, 
which were made in Egypt, are thoſe 
performed by the Greeks of Alexandria, 


leſs than three hundred years before 


Chriſt, as Dr. Halley has obſerved. 
The Chaldeans, according to Beroſus, 
ſuppoſed the moon to be a luminous 
body, and therefore could have no 
great {kill in aſtronomy ; beſides, they 

wanted inſtruments to make exact ob- 
ſervations. Diodorus Siculus ſays in- 
deed, that the Chaldeans did ſuppoſe 


the Moon's light to be derived from 


the Sun; but he ſays, that they had 


_ various opinions concerning the Sun's 


eclipſe, and could not determine any 
thing about it, nor foretel when it 
was to be. This agrees with the 
teſtimony of the ſame learned aſtro- 
nomer ; and with the account given of 
the Chaldaic philoſophy by another 
learned and accurate author.“ So 


= Stanley's Chaldaic. Philos. c. 1. 
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little ground is there for us to depend 
upon the accounts of time, and the 


vain boaſts of antiquity which theſe 
nations have made. 


The Greeks had their aſtronomy 
from Babylon ; and the Athenians had 
but three hundred and ſixty days in 
their year, in the time of Demetrius 

Pbalereus; yet Dr. Halley further 
obſerves, that the Greeks were the 
firft practical aſtronomers, who en- 
deavoured in earneſt to make them- 
ſelves maſters of the ſcience ; ; and that 
Thales was the firſt who could predict 
an eclipſe in Greece, not fix hundred 
years before Chriſt; and that Hippar- 
chus made the firſt catalogue of the 
fixed ſtars not above one hundred and 
fifty years before Chriſt, According 
to a well known obſervation of Varro, 
there was nothing, that can deſerve 
the name of hiſtory, to be. found 
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among the Greeks, before the Olym- 


ptads p which were but about twenty 


years. before the building of Rome. 
And Plutarch informs us, how little 
the tables of the Olympiads are to 
be relied on. —Whatever learning or 
knowledge of ancient times the Romans 
had, they borrowedit from the Greeks. 
For they were ſo little capable of tranſ- 
mitting their own affairs down to poſ- 


terity, with any exactneſs in point of 


time, that for ſome ages, they had 
neither dials, nor hour-glaſſes, to 
meaſure their days and nights by, 
for common uſe; and for three hun- 
dred years they knew no ſuch things 
as hours, or the like diſtinctions; 
but computed their time only from 
noon to noon. 

The pretenſions of the Chineſe to 
antiquity appear equally vain, and 
upon the ſame grounds. They too 


„ 
underſtood little or nothing of aſtro- 
nomy. Indeed they themſelves con- 


feſs, that their antiquities are in great 


part fabulous, and they acknowledge 
that their moſt ancie nt books were in 
hieroglyphicks; which were not ex- 
pounded by any one who lived nearer 
than one thouſand ſeven hundred years 
to the firſt author of them; that the 
numbers in computation are ſometimes 
miſtaken, or that months are put for 
years. But of what antiquity or autho- 
rity ſoever their firſt writers were, there 


is little or no credit to be given to the 


books now remaining, fince that general 
_ deſtruction of all ancient books by the 
Emperor Xi Hoam ti, who lived but 
about two hundred years before Chriſt: 
he commanded, upon pain of death, 
all the monuments of antiquity to be 
_ deſtroyed, relating either to hiſtory or 


philoſophy ; eſpecially the books of ; 


Confucius; and killed many of their 


E 
learned men: ſo that from his time, 
they have only ſome fragments of old 
authors leſt.— The Chineſe are a peo- 
ple vain enough to ſay any thing that 
may favour their pretences to anti- 
quity, and love to magnify themſelves 
to the Europeans; which makes them 
_ endeavour to have it believed, that 
their antiquities are ſufficiently entire, 
notwithſtanding this deſtruction of 
their books. But the fact is well 
known to be otherwiſe :*—And that, 
upon inſpections it was found, that 
their inſtruments were uſeleſs; and 
tha: after all their boaſts of {kill in 
aſtronomy, they were not able to 
make an exact calendar, and their 
tables of eclipſes were ſo incorrect, 
that they could ſcarcely foretel about 
what time that of the Sun ſhould 
happen. EXCH. 


Martin. Hiſt. Sin.—Le Compte's Memoir. 
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So little credit is to be given to the 
pretences, which the ſeveral nations 
among the heathens have made to 
antiquity, without any ground from 
hiſtory, but upon wandring diſcourſes 
of obſervations in aſtronomy, which 
they had little or no ſkill in. And as 
to religious ſentiments, it is confeſſed 
by the heathen writers, that Jupiter, 
and the reſt of their Gods, were nen 
who had been deified after their death. 
It has alſo been made evident by di- 
vers learned men, that the moſt an- 
cient, and the very beſt of the heathen 
Gods, were but men, whom the ſcrip- 
tures mention as worſhippers of the 
true Gop, ſuch as Neab, Foſeph, 
Moſes, &c. Their tenets and ſyſtems: 
of opinion, were never extant in books 5 
to be read publickly and examined ;— 
and their myſteries, ſuch as they were, 
were always kept ſecret and concealed . 
from the world; and all the knowledge 
3 
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the people had of them, was from 
their prieſts. Every country had its 
peculiar deities and ways of worſhip, 
which were ſeldom received or known, 
but in thoſe places where they were 


_ firſt ſet up.— The Romans rejected 
many foreign religions as abominable; 
and none of their religions ever pre- 


vailed, but where they had the tempo- 
ral power to uphold them. And they 
loſt ground daily by the propagation 


ol the Goſpel; whilſt the greateſt part 


of the empire made it their buſineſs 
to oppreſs that, and to maintain the 


| heathen religions againſt it. 


. -: Moreover; none but the teachers 
of the true religion, revealed in the 
old and new teſtament, have gone 
4 about to inſtruct other nations, and 
and ta propagate their religion in 
ſtrange and remote countries. And 
ic is to be obſerved, that the Chriſtian 
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religion is at this day preached in all 
parts of the heathen world, and there 
have been ſtill remaining many me- 
mortals of it, ever ſince its firſt pro- 
pagation ; as there were of the Jewiſh 
religion before. But where Chriſti- 
anity has prevailed, Heatheniſm has 
never been able to maintain its ground: 
and there are hardly any but Chriſtians 
(excepting ſome few Jews) to be 
found throughout Chriſtian countries. 


"SECTION I - 
8 


Of the PROPHECTIES and MIRACLES 
of the HEATHENS. 


Ir cannot be denied by any man, 
who is not reſolved to reject the au- 
thority of all bifory, but that many 
wonders have been done by magicians, 
and that many things have been fore- 
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ſhewn and foretold among the Hea- 
thens, by dreams and prodigies, and 
oracles, which did actually come to 


paſs: but then, all that can be ga- 


thered from hence is, that there are 
inviſible powers; and that devils and 
wicked ſpirits are able to do more 
than men can do, and to know more 
than men can know. The philoſophy. 
of the Chaldeans and Perfians, and 


other eaſtern. nations, was founded 


upon a belief of ſpirits, and of their 
influence and interference in the affairs 
of men. Pythagoras and Plato eſtab- 
liſhed their philoſophy upon the 
ſame principles. And in former ages, 


there was no more doubt made, whe- 


ther there be ſpirits, than whether ; 
there Se men in the world: for they 
were continually ſenſible of the opera- 
tions and effects of inviſible beings, 


which made them exceedingly. prone. 


to  Tadlatry, but not inelined to ¶ belſn. 


E 
But if at any time evil ſpirits, by 
their ſubtilty and experience, and 
knowledge of affairs in the world, did 
foretel things which accordingly came 


to paſs, they were things that hap- 


pened not long after, and commonly 
ſuch as themſelves did excite, and 
prompt men to. Thus when the 
conſpiracy againſt Cæſar was come 


Juſt to be put in execution, and the devil 


had his agents concerned in it, he 


could foretel the time and place of his 


death. But it had been foretold to 
Pompey, Craſſus, and Cæſar himſelf 
before, as Tully* informs us from his 


own knowledge, that they ſhould all 
die in their beds, and in an honourable 


old age : who nevertheleſs all died by 
violence. Iv 


Wiſe and obſerving men have 
ſometimes been able to make ſtrange 


* Cicero de divine. I. 2. 
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predictions concerning human affairs; 
—and therefore evil ſpirits may be 
ſuppoſed to be much more able to do 
it; particularly to foretel, what (for 
God's good and wiſe purpoſes), they 
might be permitted to inflict, or to 


. procure. But to compare their limited 


and precarious powers 1n this reſpect, 
with the excluſive power of Prophecy 
in the -moſt Hich, would be the 
extreme of weakneſs and abſurdity. 
Never could they foretel things that 
depended upon the choice of free 
agents, and which were not to be 


fulfilled till many hundred years after 


the prediction; this is peculiar to Gop 
himſelf, who would never ſuffer the 


world to be impoſed upon by oracles 


of this nature, if it had been poſſible 
for the devil to declare them. And 
though their predictions of future 


events fometimes did prove true, yet 


they very often failed ; for which, no 


+ as | 


_ reaſon can be given, but the want of 


knowledge or power in the evil ſpirits, 
and the over-ruling providence of 
Gop to diſappoint and diſcover the 
deluſions. He fruſtrateth the tokens 
« of the liars, and maketh diviners 
3 mad; he turneth wiſe men back- 


e ward, and maketh their knowledge 


«© fooliſh.” Their Gods would ſome- 
times confeſs, that they foretold events 
by the ſtars; that they were unable 
to reſiſt the decrees of fate ; that the 
temperature of the air was the cauſe 
why they could not always make true 
predictions ; and therefore they would 
often forewarn, that what they an- 
ſwered was not to be credited, and 
that what they declared, was by force 


and conſtraint. Force me to ſpeak 


« no more,” ſays Apollo, © for 1 
<« ſhall tell you lies.“ 


And their moſt famous oracles were 
glad to conceal their meaning in ſo 
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ambiguous terms, that they wanted 
another oracle to explain them; for 
by this means 8 to 
avoid being diſcovered to be falſe. 
Yet this device would not keep up 
their reputation; but moſt of the 


ſects of philoſophers had little or no 
regard for them; and CEnomaus, a 


Cynic philoſopher, finding himſelf 


deceived”: by the oracle of Apollo, 
wrote a particular treatiſe to diſcover 
the impoſture of oracles. Demoſthenes 
obſerved that the Delpbian oracle was 
bribed by Philip of Macedon ;' and 
divers inſtances of the corruption and 
ſubornation of oracles, are to be 
found in Herodotus, Plutarch, and 
other authors. In Tully's time, no- 
thing grew more contemptible than 
the oracles ; for as men became wiſer, 
they became leſs regarded, and began 
to ceaſe, till by the power of the 
GoseeL they were quite ſilenced; 


[ 261 } 
which put the heathens * upon great 
enquiries, to find out what rea/or 
could be given why they ſhould fa, 


The ceſſation of oracles was not all 
at once, but by degrees; as the ceſſa- 


tion likewiſe of true prophecies and 


miracles was, which were to oppoſe 


and aboliſh them. Their falſe and 
ambiguous anſwers had brought them 


into contempt before, as we learn from 
Tully, in many places; and upon the 
revelation of the Goſpel, their power 
was {till leſs, and they every day be- 
came more deſpicable ; and hen they 
were upheld chiefly by human artifice 
and impoſture, till an end was wholly 


put to them, in proportion as Chriſ- 


tianity became eſtabliſhed. Many of 
the heathen priefts themſelves, upon 
examination, publickly confeſſed ſeve- 
ral of their oracles to be impoſtures, 


Cicero de divin. 1.2. Plutarch de def. orac. 
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and diſcovered the whole contrivance 
and management of the deceit, which 
was entered NE record. 


It is obſervable that none of the 
falſe Gods ever dared to deny by 
any oracle, that the God of J1/rae! 
is the true Gon: and we have the 
teſtimony of Porphyry, that the. oracle 
of Apollo confeſſed him to be ſo.— 
But for the fins of men againſt their 
own conſciences, and for their contempt 
of the divine revelations made to man- 
kind, and ſo often promulged amongſt 
all nations, well might God permit the 
devil to delude the world with ſuch 
ſigns and predictions, as either were 
indeed true, or could not be diſcerned 
to be falſe, but by the doctrines and 
the practices they were brought to 
countenance and eſtabliſh, — There is 
no doubt, but that evil ſpirits may be 
able to delude and impoſe upon man- 


* 


F „% 


| - kind, and do many things by their ſaga- 


city and cunning, which may be above 
the power of man not only to perform, 
but to underſtand or find out: but 
their miracles were never wrought to 
confirm any found and n/eful doctrine; 
nor had they been plainly foretoid by 
ancient prophecies, as the miracles of 
our Saviour and his Apoſtles had been: 
and the power by which oar religion 
was atteſted and eſtabliſned, was: ſo 
mueh ſuperior to any power in the 
heathen Gods, that when tbey were 
adjured by Chriſtians, they were forced 
to confeſs themſelves to be wicked and 
ſeducing ſpirits as the primitive 

Chriſtians declare in their writings, 
and appeal to the heathens of their own 
times for the truth of it, and under- 
take, upon pain of death, to prove it 
before them. And can we imagine, 
that men of common ſenſe would 
ever have made ſuch public and re- 
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peated appeals, if their pretences had 


been falſe, to the hazard of their lives, 
and the utter diſgrace” and ex/;rpation 


of that religion, which they endea- 


voured to plead for by ſuch confident 
and bold diſcourſes, ſo eaſy to be diſ- 


proved, if they had not been true? — 


Men, who have the wealth and power 
of the world with them, may per- 


haps ſometimes make large boaſts and 
high pretences, when they can eaſily 


hinder others from bringing them to 
the tet; but men who had all the 
power and policy of the empire againſt 


them, would never have offered any 
thing of this nature in defence of their 
religion, unleſs they had been able to 
make it good to the faces of their 


worſt enemies, - to whom their Apo- 


logies were directed. 


SECTION III 


 — 


/ the Religious DOCTRINES of the 


HEATHENS. 


IE is undeniable, that the doctrines 
of all the heathen religions have been 


wicked, and contrary to the unity 


and purity of Gop, as well as to the 
virtue and happineſs of mankind, — 
This is a truth ſo well known to all 
who have had the ſlighteſt inſight into 


the writings of the ancients, that 


much need not be faid concerning it. 


The theology of the heathens was 


ſo confuſed and abſurd, that the only 
evaſion which the philoſophers could 


find, who undertook the defence 'of 
paganiſm againft Chriſtianity, was to 
expound their theology by allegories. 


But it is well known that theſe expo- 
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fitions were known to very ſew; and 
that the people underſtood the fables 
of their theology in the groſſeſt ſenſe, 
and either deſpiſed all religion, or en- 
couraged themſelves in wickedneſs by 
the example of their Gods. 


The Chaldeans had twelve principal 
deities, according to the number of 


months in the year.— And Zoroafter 
taught men to ſacrifice to Arimanius 
the Demon, or evil Being, as well as 
to God, or the good Being, whom he 
ſtiled Oromazdes.—Yarro makes three 
ſorts of heathen theology ; ; the fa- 
bulous, invented by the poets ; the 
phyſical, or that of the philoſophers; 
and the civil or popular, being ſuch 
as the ſeveral cities and countries had 
inſtituted. —The Greet* theology was 
thus diſtinguiſhed: 1. God, who ruleth 
over all, 2. The Gods, who were 
ſuppoſed to govern above the moon. 


* Euſeb. prep. I. 4. 
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3. The Dæmons, whoſe juriſdiction 
was in the air below it: and, 4. The 
Heroes, or ſouls of dead men, who 
were imagined to preſide over terreſ- 
trial affairs. And beſides all theſe, the 
evil demons were worſhipped, out of 
fear of miſchief from them ;—which 
gives ſome account of the prodigious 
multitude of their Gods; - whereof 
Hefiod computes thirty thouſand to be 
hovering about the earth in the air, 
(unleſs he be to be underſtood of an 
indefinite number). Orpheus reckoned 
but three hundred and fixty five, 
Varro made out three hundred Ju- 
piters; and the Gods of Mexico (as 
the Indians reported to the Spaniards} 
were two thouſand in number. Varro, 
Tully, and Seneca, indeed, with moſt 
ſober and diſcreet men, were aſhamed 
of the heathen Gods, and believed 
that there is. but one God. 
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The worſhip of their Gods, and 
of their idols, was ſo groſs amongſt. 
the ancient heathens, and till of late, 
(perhaps it may be fo at this day) in 
China, and other countries of the eaſt, 
that one would almoſt think it impoſ- 
fible for men to be ſo far deluded by 
the Devil. They worſhipped not 
only the ghoſts of dead men, but 
birds and beaſts, and creeping things, 
and the Devil himſelf, under images 
of ſuch hideous forms and ſhapes as 
£ are even Tt) to behold, | 


* all manner af "OY "WY 
and indecency made up a very con- 
fiderable part of the religion of the 
| heathens. To which alſo may be ad- 
ded their bloody ſports and ſpectacles, 
invented and performed in honour of 
their Gods :—and their offering up 
innocent men and children in ſacrifice 
to their deities. 
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The chief cracles among the hea- 
thens appointed human ſacrifices: as 
that of Delphi, that of Dodona, and that 
of Jupiler Saotes. It was a cuſtom 
among the Phenicians and Canaanites 
for their kings, in times of great ca- 
lamity, to facrifice one of their ſons, 
whom they loved beſt; and it was 
common both with them, and with 
the Moabites, and Ammonites, to ſacri- 
fice their children. The Egyptians, 
the Athenians, and Lacedæmonians, and 
generally all the Grecians; the Ro- 
mans, and Cartbaginians, the Germans, 
Gauls, and Britons, —in ſhoit, „ 
the heathen nations throughout the 
world offered human ſacrifices upon 
their altars; and this, not on certain 
emergencies, and in imminent dangers 
only, but conſtantly, and in ſome 
places every day; - upon extraordi- 
nary accidents, multitudes were ſacri- 
ficed at once to their bloody deities, as 
Diodorus Siculus and others relate. 
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The laws of Lycurgus were ap- 


proved of, and confirmed by the Del- 
phic oracle ; and yet theft, with a com- 


- munity of wives, and the murther of 


infants, were permitted by thoſe laws, 
And the ſame oracle not only ordered 


divine honours to be paid to Hercules 
and Alexander, but appointed Cleo- 
medes a madman and a murtherer, 


to be wer ſoipped with ſacrifice. 


This is enough to ſhew, that the 
heathen religions could not be from 
beaven, ſince they taught the worſhip 


of idols and of devils; the myſteries 


alſo and rites of them were utterly in- 
conſiſtent with the goodrne/s and parity 
of ALMicuty Gop. And whoever 
doth but look into the religions at 
this day amongſt ſome idolatrous na- 


tions of the Eafſt,—their ridiculous 
and cruel penances, and other ſuper- 


ſtitions (beſides the ſacrificing of men, 


E 
and ſometimes of themſelves, —as in 
the caſe of the women, who offer 
themſelves to be burned with the 
bodies of their dead huſbands, and 
the like), will ſoon be convinced that 
ſuch cannot be of Gop's appointment 
and inſtitution. — The Chineſe them- 
ſelves, who have ſo great a reputation 
for wiſdom, are like the reſt, both in 
their 1dolatries, and in many of their 
opinions and practices. 


It is evident therefore, that none of 
the heathen religions can make any 
probable claim to a divine revelation; 
having none of the requiſites to ſuch 
a revelation, but being of a late ori- 
ginal, and ſupported neither by pro- 
pPpbe cies nor miracles from Gop, and 

containing doctrines that are idola- 
trous, impure, cruel, and every way 
contemptible, abſurd, and wicked. 
And as to their pb#/o/ophy having any 


5 
thing ſupernatural in it, or being ſuch 
as furniſhed them' with a ſufficient 
rule of life, it would be a waſte of 
words to attempt to urge any thing in 
the way of proof of this kind. . 
Socrates, though he would be thought 
. Inſpired, gave men only his own word 
for it —And as the philoſophers had 
no divine authority for what they de- 
livered, ſo their on was but of ſmall 
account ;—they were generally rather 
men of wit and humour, than of 
found doctrine or good morals, —And 
| whoever reads the lives of the philoſo- 
phers written by Diogenes Laertius, 
and the lives of the Cz/ars by Sue- 
tonius, would believe the world might 
have been as ſoon reformed by the one 
ſort of men as by the other. — To all 
which may be added, that as the phi- 
loſophy of the heathens wanted the 
authority of a law, and the exam ple 
of thoſe who taught it; ſo it wanted 


L 
the principal motives to recommend 
the practice of it to the lives of men. 
The philoſophers teach nothing of the 
exceeding /ove of Goo towards us; 
of his deſire of our 4appineſs, and his 
readineſs to it and lead us in the 
ways of virtue. They owned no 
ſuch thing as divine grace and aſſiſ- 
tance towards the attainment of virtue, 
and a perſeverance in it. 


In ſhort, the heathen philoſophy 
was very defective, and erroneous ; 
and if there were any thing really to 
* commend in it, it was owing to traces 
and ſcattered portions of the revela- 
tions contained in the ſeriptures, which 
by one mcans or another had found a 
way to their acquaintance, 


SECTION IV, 


——— — 
—— — 


Of the MAHOMETAN RELIGION. 


; Th E novelty of the Mabometan reli- 


gion, compared both with the d and 
new Teſtament, is paſt diſpute. And 
this Religion, notwithſtanding all its 


ſenſual allurement, owes its propaga- 


tion ſolely to the power of the word. 
For though the Alcoran has been 


tranſlated into moſt of the languages 


in uſe among Chriſtians, yet has it 
never been known to make any proſe- 
lytes, but by force of arms, and the 


| ſucceſs of thoſe victories, which have 


tempted profligate and deſperate men 


to ſeek ſhelter under them. —At firſt, 


this religion had many circumſtances 
for its advantage, which might, ac- 


cording to all human probability, have 
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given ſucceſs to it in the world.—-It 
was begun 1n rebellion, and in a final 
revolt from the Emperor Heraclius; 
and beſides this popular and ſeducing 
temptation of licence and violence, 
Mabomet added the enticements of 
luſt and ſenſuality : he forbade men 
indeed /ome things but ſuch as he 
could eafily ſee they would part with, 
in thoſe climates, for the free and un- 
| bounded enjoyment of others: he 
pretended likewiſe to found his doctrine 
on the authority of Me/es, and of 
CHRIST ;—ſaying, that CHRIST had 
promiſed to ſend him ;—all which, 
made his religion find the more eaſy 
admittance amongſt both Jews and 
Chriſtians. — The corrupt lives alſo, | 
with the many ſchiſms and herefies 
of the Chriſtians of that age, in thoſe 
parts of the world, gave great oppor- 
tunity to its riſe and progreſs. | 
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| Carisr, on the contrary, forbade 
reſiſtance of the ſupreme power, upon 
any terms whatever; — he too aſſerted 
the authority of Moſes, but ſo, as to 
aboliſh the ceremonial part of the Law, 
which was what the Jews were the moſt 
Fond of: fo that this very thing made 
the Jews the molt implacable enemies 
of Chriſttanity, and brought Chriſ- 
tians into contempt among the hea- 
thens: for nothing could make the 
Goſpel of leſs account in heir eſteem, 
than to deduce its authority from the 
books of the Jews, who, foon\ after 
the erucifixion of Cunrsr, became vile 
and contemptible in the eyes of all the 
world. It can be no great wonder to 
to ſee men drawn into thoſe vices 
under the pretence of religion, from 
which, no laws nor puniſhments can 
reſtrain them: but for a religion that 
forbids all vice, under the ſevereſt 
penalties, to prevail in a vicious 
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world, is truly miraculous, — Beſides, 
it is death, by the law of Mahomet, 
to contradift the Alcoran; men are 
forbid all diſputation and diſcourſe 
about religion ; they are charged to 
believe none but Mahometans, and to 
look upon others as unworthy of 
all manner of converfation.—So that 
the ſword in the hands of furious and 
ignorant zealots is the only way by 
which hat religion was de ſigned to o be 
propagated. 


Mahometaniſm is grounded neither 
upon prophecies nor miracles. |, Ma- 
bomet indeed calls hunſelf © Prophet” 
very ſolemnly ; but we have this 
inftance alone of his prophetic ſpirit : 
“ when the prophet went to viſit one 
« of his wives, God revealed to him, 
hat ſhe deſired to ſay to him. 
“ He approved of one part, and re- 

« jected the other: when he told his 
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ee wife what was in her will to ſpeak 
ct to him, ſhe demanded of him, who 
« had revealed it to him? - He 
te that knoweth all things, hath re- 
« vealed it to me, that ye may be 
e converted ; your hearts are inclined 
« to do what is forbidden; if ye act 
« any thing againſt the Prophet, 
« know that God is his protector. 
Here is not a fingle circumſtance to 
make the ſtory credible = 


| Mahomet pretended to no mira- 
cles ;—but when he has raiſed that 
objection (as he often doth), that the 
world would not believe in him, unlefs 
they ſaw ſome miracle, he anſwers, 
« J am not ſent but to preach the 
et word of God.” Though after- 
wards he mentions that ridiculous 
ſtory of the moon's being divided, in 
theſe words: © the day of judgment 
«© approacheth, the moon was divided 
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« into two parts; nevertheleſs, infidels 
© believe not miracles, when they ſee 
« them; they ſay that this is magic; 
< they: lie, and follow but their 
ce paſſion; but all is written.” Here 
is no proof, nor any pretence to it, but 
only a confident aſſertion of a thing 
ridiculous. And yet unleſs we will 
believe this Prophecy, and this Mira- 
cle, there is nothing in the whole 
Acoran either of miracle or prophecy, 
to give it any authority; except that 
muſt be accounted one, which he ſo 
often boaſts of,. its wonderful doc- 
trine and eloquence ;—for he chal- 
lenges all the world to produce any 
thing like it; proteſting that he could 
neither write nor read, and therefore 
muſt needs have it by revelation.— He 
tells a fabulous, monſtrous ſtory of a 

journey, which he took one night 
into heaven. And he introduces 
God, as ſwearing to the truth of the 


— 
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Alcoran, almoſt in every chapter. — 
Vet this is all he offers, in anſwer to 
the ſuſpicions which he ſo frequently 
ſuggeſts, that even then men held, 
of his being an impoſtor. 
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12 ALCORAN V falls cle, and 
immoral. 


Tu E Alkoran 18 Falk —as en 
it makes the Virgin Mary ſiſter to 
Aaron; — when it aſſerts; that CHRIS TH 
was not crucified, but one ke him; 
in contradiction to the teſtimony of 
Jetos, Chriſtians, and Healbens; — and 
that CHRIS propheſied of Mabomet 
by name, without the leaſt proof er 
ground for it, but againſt all the 


evidence than can be to the contrary. 
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The Acoran contains things abſurd 
and ridiculous ; as in that ſtory of the 
ſleepers; © the infidels fay they were 
five, and that their dog was the 
« ſixth; they ſpeak by opinion: but 
ee the true believers affirm them to be 
ce ſeven, and their dog to be the 
ee eighth. — And in the ſtory of 
Solomon's army, compoſed of men, 
devils, and birds; of the Queen of 
the Piſmires; and Solomon's diſcourſe 
with the bird called the V hoop, who 
brought him tidings of the Queen of 
Speba. a, 4 


The doctrines of the Aleoran 
are impious and immoral.— Mahomei 
makes all the angels worſhip Adam, 
in ſeveral parts of his Alcoran ; — and 
his ſenſual paradiſe is well known, 
with his allowance of a plurality of 
wives; but perhaps his injuſtice is not 
ſo generally taken notice of, in permit- 


| 
| 
4" 
| 
| 
| 
} 


3 


ting the profeſſors of his religion to 


take away the wives of their ſlaves 
from them. 


The law of Mahomet throughout 
proceeds from a ſavege and cruel 


- Ipirit, obliging thoſe who embrace it, 


to deſtroy all that are not of it. It is 
true, the Mabometans have not always 
acted according to the cruelty of their 
religion; human nature, not being 
always able to act fo contrary to 


© Ay. 


* Utieil. But this is Mavomet*: 8 alen 
' trine,—© God loveth not the unjuſt ; 


« but he forgiveth fins to thoſe that 
© believe, and extirpate infidels.” — 
« If they forſake it” (the law ef 


God as pretended to be ſet down in the 


Alcoran) © kill them, where you find 


them. Be not negligent to purſue 
ee the infidels.“ 


Such is the Alcoran even as we 
now have it.— But it is well known 
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zo have been altered, added to, and 
amended, by removing ſome of its 
abſurdities, ſince it was firſt written 
by Mahomet himſelf. — After this 
account of the Alcoran of Mahomet, 
there will be no need to ſay much of 
his per/on ; the general doctrines of 
the Alcoran ſhew him to have been 
luſtful, proud, fierce, and cruel ; but 
as if that were not enough, he has 
taken care to inſert ſuch particulars 
concerning himſelf, as can ſuffer no 
man to be ignorant of the ſpirit and 
temper, by which he was guided in 
compoſing it. | 


It is notorious, that he ſer up his 
new doctrine firſt, in oppreſſing his 
own countrymen, who would not 
ſubmit to his impoſture ; and after- 
wards, in rebellion againſt the Em- 
peror Heraclius, then at war with the 
Perfians ;—and his Alcoran is fit only 
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for a Saracen camp, preaching luſt 
to his followers, but blood and de- 
ſtruction towards all others. 


This may ſatisfy any man, that 
there is nothing in the author of the 
Mabometan religion, nor in the religion 
itfelf, which may incline him to believe 
it to be of divine revelation.— But 
whoever would know more of this 


vile impaſture, may fee it fully diſ- 
played in be life of Mabomet, 


formerly publiſhed by the learned Dr. 
Prideaux.“ 


See alſo Dr. White's % Pampton-LeQures,” 
upon this ſubject. 


SECTION VL. 
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a 


The Truth of the CHRISTIAN RELIGION 
as certain, as that of the Being of GoD. 


F ROM what has preceded, the 
truth of the CurIsTIAN RELIGION is 
made evident, by all the arguments, 
whereby any religion can poſſibly be 
proved to be divine: and if there be 
any ſuch thing as true religion, the 
Chriſtian religion muſt be his: — 
which is all that need be ſhewn in fa- 
vour of it to any one, but an Atbeiſt. 


The Scriptures are defective in no- 
thing that is requiſite in a divine reve- 
lation ; but have all the evidences that 
can be required in the higheſt degree. 
To inſtance only in miracles, and in 
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thoſe only of our Saviour and his 
Apoſtles :—our Saviour wrought his 
miracles in the midſt of his enemies, 
and extorted a confeſſion from the 
_ devils themſelves of his divine power. 
And if the Apoſtles had not been well 
aſſured and abſolutely certain of his re- 
ſurrection, they would never have had 
the confidence, and the folly, (for it 
| could have been no leſs) to maintain ſo 
| ſoon after his death, in Jeruſalem, the 
city were he was crucified, that he 
was riſen from the dead ; they would 
never have choſen that, above all 
places, to preach this doctrine; and 
work their miracles in, if they had not- 
deen true: at leaſt they would never 
have done it, at the great and ſolemn 
feaſt of Pentecoft,—to provoke the 
Jews to expoſe them to all the world 
for impoſtors ;—no, they would have 
taken time to lay their deſign with 
ſome. better appearance and contri- 
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vance : they would have avoided. Je- 
ruſalem as much as they could, and 
above all times, at ſo ſolemn a feſtival 
as that of Pentecoft ; they would have 
gone rather to the remoteſt corners of 
the earth to have told their ſtory, than 
have run the hazard of ſuch a diſco- 
very. But when they ſtood the tzff of 
all that the Jets could ſay or do to 
them, when in that very city, where he 
had been ſo lately cruciged, they told 
the Jecos to their faces, and before that 
numerous concourſe of people, which 
was then met together at Jeruſalem, 
that they were murtherers, that they 
had murthered their Mxssrau, but 


that he was riſen from the dead, and 
that by virtue of his reſurrection they 
ſpoke thoſe languages, and did thoſe 
Works, which they then /aw and 
' heard, this was plain and open deal- 
ing, and there could be no deceit in it. 
If any thing of this could have been 
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Ts 
diſproved, they had been for ever 
filenced : but their worſt enemies were 
ſo far from being able to diſprove 
what they ſaid, that about three thou- 


ſand converts were made on the day of 


$ 


Penteceft. 

The innocent and divine life of our 
Saviour, the holineſs and excellency 
of his doctrine, the ſimplicity, meek- 
neſs, and conſtancy of his diſciples, 
the continuance of miracles for ſeveral 


ages in the church, the wonderful 


propagation of the Goſpel by a few, 
poor, ignorant, deſpiſed, and perſe- 
cuted men, —every paſſage, every cir- 


cumſtance, in the whole diſpenſation 


of the Goſpel, is full of evidence in 


proof of it. But thus much in this 
place may ſuffice; other particulars 


having been before inſiſted on, in their 
proper places. A 
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That no manner of confirmation 
might be wanting to our religion, 
apoſtates themſelves have given to 
all the arguments above mentioned, 
an additional, accidental, ſtrength and 
force, which they fo little need. Judas 
had been the diſciple and conſtant 
attendant of Chriſt, and knew all that 
an accuſer would deſire to know of one 
whom he had betrayed. But what 
could he lay to his maſter's charge? 
Could he diſcover, or dared he to 
invent, any thing againſt him? Did 
he not die in the confeſſion of Chriſt's 
Innocence, and of his own guilt in 
betraying him ?— Porphyry had taken 
great pains in ſtudying all the ſects of 
philoſophy, and in examining all reli- 
gions; but he became ſuch an enthu- 
Faſt, that no philofophy, no religion, 
could pleaſe him: he repreſented So- 
crates under a very ill character, but 
gave this teſtimony of Chriſt, after he 

1b 2 
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had renounced the Chriſtian Religion; 
« that he was a moſt pious. perſon, 
ec and is gone to heaven, and ought 
ec not to be reviled.” —T he Emperor 
Julian had been a reader in the church, 
and had exact knowledge of the man- 
ner of life, and diſcipline, and doctrine 
among Chriſtians; he had all the 
opportunities of acquainting himſelf 
with whatever the Jews or Heathens, 
formerly, or in his own time, had 
ſuggeſted, and knew how to make 
the moſt advantage of any thing, that 
fell under his own obſervation, or 
which he had by the information of 
others, againſt a religion, which all 
his power, and learning, and ſubtilty 
were employed to deſtroy. Yet this 
apoſtate Emperor recommended the 
charity, piety, and good converſation 
of the Chriſtian Biſhops to the imita- 
tion of his own prieſts. He could 
not deny the miracles of Moſes, and 
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Elias, and of Carrsr himſelf: for 
what reaſon ? —but—becauſe he found 
it impoſſible to diſprove them. He 
had the Roman archives in his own 
| poſſeſſion. Why did he not confute 
what FJuſtin Martyr and T: ertullian had 
publiſhed from them, concerning the 
birth of ChRisr, and the acts of 
Pilate relating to his miracles and 
reſurreftion ?—Would he have had 
"recourſe to remote arguments and 
tedious reaſonings, if the Jews, whom 
he ſo highly favoured in oppoſition to 
the Goſpel, or any other enemies of 
Chriſtianity, could have furniſhed him 
with evidence againſt the matters of 
fact, upon which our Religion EY 
depends ? f 

Since then, as ſurely as there is a 
God, ſo ſurely it follows that there 
muſt be a REVEALED RELIGION, if 
any man will diſpute the truth of the 
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CarisTIAN RELIGION, let him in- 
ſtance in any other Religion, that can 
make a better plea; and has more 
certainty that it came from Gop : let 
him produce any other Religion that 
has more viſible characters of divinity 
in it, and we may venture to declare 
that we will be of it. But if it be 
impoſſible for him to ſhew any ſuch, 
as has been proved, then he ought to 
be of this; ſince there muſt be ſome 
Revealed Religion. And if this Reli- 
gion, which has more evidence for it, 
than any other Religion can be pre- 
tended to have, and all that it \could 
be requiſite for it to have, ſuppoſing 
it to be true,. and which it is there- 
fore impoſſible to diſcover to be falſe, 
if it were ſo if this Religion. be 
not true, Gop muſt be wanting to 
mankind in what concerns their eternal 
intereſt and happineſs ;—he muſt be 
wanting to HIMSELF, and to his own 
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attributes of goodneſs, juſtice, and 
truth. In ſhort, there can be no me- 
dium if we rightly conſider the nature 
of God, and of the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion, but as truly as there is a Gop 
(and nothing can be more certain), 
the GosPzL was revealed by Him. 
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SECTION vII. 
— 


INFERENCE from the Mok. 


F ROM this view of the truth and 
certainty of our Religion, it may be 
affirmed, that conſidering the ſcrip- 
tures only as a hiſtory; containing the 
actions and doctrines of Moſes and 
the Prophets, and of our Saviour and 
his Apoſtles, we have the greateſt 
human teſtimony that can be, of men, 
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who had all the opportunities of 
| knowing the truth of thoſe miracles, 
&c. which gave evidence and authority 
to the doctrines, as revealed from 
God; and who could have no intereſt 
to deceive others, but expoſed them- 
ſelves to all manner of dangers, infamy, 
torments, and death itſelf by bearing 
_ teſtimony to the truth of what is con- 
rained in the ſcriptures :—whereas 
impoſtures are wont to be invented, 
not to incur ſufferings, but to avoid 
them, or to obtain the advantages and 
pleaſures of this world. 


\ 
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T his teſtimony amounts to a moral 
certainty, or as it may properly 
enough be called, a moral infallibility ; 
becauſe it implies a moral impoſſibility 
of our being deceived by it: ſuch a 
certainty it is, as that nothing with 
any reaſon can be objected againſt ĩt.— 
| Wee can have as little reaſon to doubt 
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that Chriſt and his Apoſtles did, and 
ſuffered, and taught, what the ſcrip- 
tures relate of them, in Feruſalem, 
Antioch, &c. as that there ever were 
ſuch places in the world; nay, we 
have that much better atteſted than 
this, for many men have died in teſ- 
timony of the truth of it. And 
further; this teſtimony being con- 
ſidered with reſpect to the nature of 
the thing teſtified, as it concerns 
eternal Salvation, which is of the 
greateſt concern to all mankind, it 
appears that God's veracity and good- 
neſs are engaged, that we ſhould not 
be deceived inevitally in a matter of 
fo much conſequence. —So that this 
moral infallibility becomes hereby abſo- 
lute infallibility : and that which was 
before but human faich, becomes 
divine; being grounded not upon 
human teſtimony, but upon the di- 
vine attributes, which thus atteit and 


„„ 
confirm that human teſtimony. 30 
that Nivine T efimony i is the ultimate 
oround for us to believe the will of 
(God to be delivered in the ſcriptures ; 
it being repugnant to the very notion 
of a Gop, to let men be deceived, 
without any poſſible help or remedy, 
in a matter of ſuch importance, — 
The ground therefore of our faith ts 
abſolutely infallible, and it is evident 
from the divine attributes, that God 
doth confirm this human teſtimony 
” his orn. I. 
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